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5>o spake Uie f4l8c dissembler, anperceiv*d. 

For neither man nor angel (an diaoem 

Ilypoerisy, Uie only evii tbat wallia 

lavi8ible, eseeptto Ood aloue, 

By liis permi8nve will, throagh heaven and earth : 

And ofl, thoagh wisdom wake, saapieion ateeps 

At wisdom's gate, and to simplieiiy 

KesignB her eharge, wbiiegoodnesa thinks no iil 

Where no ill seems. 
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chAp. i. 

1>UR!NG Ellen'i reridtente at theCastte, 
lady CaroIine had 2fiformed her of all 
that tshe knew eotieerhing tbe unhagpy 
fate 6f (ord lildrtiraer's beautiful daugh» 
fer. Shre hadshewn hek* the magnificent 
lotaty ^^eted tober memory ; and had wit- 
licfeed the tear of unaATeeted sensibility 
steal down the fair eheek of her fi^ 
Yourite. 

" Mason knows more than I do/' said 
lier ladyship; ^* but I have never liked 
to ask her any questions» beeause the 
poor i^oul doted on the eountess so 

voL. IV. B foiidIy^ 
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2 THE HYPOeaiTE. 

fondly, that even now she eannot speak 
of her without being visibly atTeeted. I 
hate. to give pain intentionally to any 
one. She has taken a great fancy to you ; 
and some day or other, when she gets in 
a talkative mood, may perhaps honour 
you so far as to tell you all that I am still 
ignorant of." 

Mre. Mason, as her ladyship afErmed, 
was indeed partieularly struek with the 
irresistible sweetness of Ellen's manners ; 
she never failed to visit her ehamber 
onee a-day, and always at night^ when 
Naomi's bell gave the signal that her 
young mistress had retired to her room. 

Ellen was of the most grateful dispo- 
sition ; she was gratified by this Aatter- 
ing and voIuntary attention from an old 
woman. who was esfeemed by all the fa- 
nii]v, and whose conversation and dc- 
meanor spoke her to be far abovc the 
eommon. She therefore expected her 
regularly as the eloek struek eleven, and 
always greeted her entranee with one Qf 

her 
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lier ras^einating smiles, and a kind inquiry 
after her health ; making ber, at thesame 
f ime^ sit down, and generally plaeing the 
ehair for her herselP. 

This pleasing cotidescension> from one 
so young and IoveIy, was equally Aatter- 
ing to Mrs. Mason^ who usually staid 
aad ehatted for haIf-^n-hour, or some- 
times loiiger, if the subjec?t' of their dis- 
c(»urse ehaneed to be on the untimely 
fate of her beIoved mistress. 

When this was the ease, Ellen always 
listened to her with breathless attentidn ; 
the quick transittons of her speaking fea- 
tures, the tears of pity whieh fell from 
her expressive eyes, the sweet tones of 
her mdsieal voice, endeavouring to 
sooth away the keen sense of past hap- 
piness, all operated most forcibly on 
the mind of Mrs. Mason. She ioved El- 
len for th« feeiing she displayed at the 
bare reeital of a stranger's woes, and she 
hesitated not to confide to her all that 

B 2 has 
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4^ THE HYPOeRltr. 

Iias been hitherto narrated eoneernliTg' 
the lo\res cif Althea and Delorame. 

Diirrng these ponSdential diseotirsesi 
Naomi was dismissed to her ehamber, 
that EHen and Mrs. Ma'son mighteontinue 
their conversation free frofn interi*up- 
tion. 

It was now the warm and ^ultry nlonth 
of Aiigust, and lady Caroline begatt to 
fear that she shmild be disappointed m 
her antieipated pleastire bf a stofen iil- 
tervieif wifh the gipsey tribe. NoAe 
had yet rfppeared, and she had neaffy 
given ui? all hope, when ber itiaid in* 
Tormdd her one morning that a gilng of 
them had bieen seen in the wood, to the 
left of the Gastle. 

Delighted witb this intdligeneer, she 
hastened to Kilen, half dressed as she was, 
to cotnmimi<?iate to' her the joyful rr^^s; 
*' It Will be sueh delightful spt>rt, if w^ 
edrt but get Gourrent»y to go* with ns !" 
sSid hei* ladyship'; *^ t i»<0an tb dress ifv^«« 
r self 
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9elf liine one of the tDaids^ and I advise 
you to do the same. Be ^uiek^ Elleo ; I 
must go and find Courteney/' 

'^ Finish dressing yourseir first^ I be- 
seeeh you/' eried Ellen^ helping to put 
on her ladyship's gown, whreh she had 
brought on her arm. " How shall we 
be able to avoid tbe Tamily if we go to 
the wood?" 

/' Leave that to me," replied bdy Ca- 
roiine ; ^' all that I am anxiou8 about is 
to get my dear preeeptor to be of our 

She then hurried down stairs^ followed 
by EUen» and found the object of her 
wishes alone reading^ in the breakTast* 
parlour. 

" My dear Mr. Courteney/' said lady 
CaroHne, " will you grant me a favour ?~ 
I will do any thing to oblige you io re« 
turn." 

" Y6ur ladyship may eommand me/' 
replied Leopold, eloatng bis book, and 

9 3 bowing 
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bowing respectfuliy as be rose from ^s 
seat. 

" You are the best-tempered creatii»e 
in the world," eontinued her ladysliip, 
*' and the n>osc eonsiderate to us young 
girls." 

Leopold bowed again. 

" Will you, my dear preeeptor, (for 
he had oeeasionally given her lessons in 
the ianguages during their absenee from 
London,) walk with me and Ellen into 
the wood this morning ? we hear that 
the gipseys are there, and we are afraid 
of going without a proteetor." 

" Does your ladyship mean to have 
your fortune toid, that you have thus 
honoured me by seleeting me asa guar« 
dian?" 

Lady Garoline hesitated, -yot she 
thought she might as welL tell him her 
intention, lest he should be oATended m 
being deluded into the wood, and betray 
iier« Putting on one of ber most entie- 

ing 
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U19 looks^ she replierd — ^* I should like \t 
above all things^ \f you would but go 
vrith us^ aiid not discover our Tolly. I 
have lotig wished for an opportunity td 
bear what sort or nonsense they telL 
Dear Mr, Gourteney, you will eternally 
oblige Ellen and I if you will go with 



ns." 



•',Wbaf would the earl and your mo- 
ther think of my eonsenting io sueh ai^ 
hnproper request?" 

" Oh, they must not know of it V' has- ' 
lily exclained lady CaroIine ; " we will 
steal out afier breakfast> and get to the 
woo4and baek again by the private way. 
£)t9 gratit me tbis favour; you know not 
,hc!W highly I shaU esteem* your eompli* 
anee I" 

. • '^ STour tadyship is ioo well eontineed 
rbat I eaii iefttse*you nothing; I Will 
therefore wait for yau aad MissWood» 
yille at tbe baek bf the ehapel. You' 
must no<, however, betray my, indisci>e* 
tion to any o»e. What wnuld your moi^ 

'b 4 th^ 



ljber think, Miss WoodviU«, if she kmsw 
of this transaetion?" 

" I y^ould not lead Ellen into the. eoni^ 
missiop of an aetual error/- said lady Ga- 
Toline ; ^' but thi? is only an innoeent 
frplic; qnd under your .proteetion, no 
harm ean hpppen to us." 

The entranee of the family siledeed the 
grateful niee^ of lord Mortimer^ who 
hardly had patienee to wait «ntil break-* 
fast was over. Gourteney rose first, ^nd 
quitted th^ room ; Bllen apd her high- 
spirited frie«d seon ^ollowe^. Hastily 
tbrowing off their muslin robes^ they 
eaeh put on a plain eoloured gown^ be- 
longing to their maids^ a blaek sllk cIo«k» 
and eotiage bonael^ fiied und^r tbe ehln 
with pink ribbons. Thus equipped; ttiey 
lan <kiwn the ^sioek ^tairs and joined 
CoMrteoey» wbo eooki noLhelp >smi)ing 
zt tbeir appearsnc8« * ! 

'^ And do you redliy imagiiw that thi^ 
ehtnge in your dress y§i\l deeeive tb^ 
peneiraliiig eyes. of the gip^ejf5?- jdtt 

i \ should 
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sliould a1sQ faave l^re behind yog a)I the 
nameless elegpneies oP form ^m) manper 
%vhich bespe^k superiprity pf bir^h." 

" Do yoti allow those p^opl/e Vny pe-^ 
DetraHon ?" inqiiired SHep ; '^ dp you 
Ihink, Mn Co|irl^i)ey, th^t ihpy pos(^ 
any supernatural powers ?*' , 

This was said with sueh grfivlfy^ that it 
deceived i^epppld eeoipl^nely, pnd hp'r^-» 
pHed-— '^ It is npt jEjisy to determine^iippn 
th^t subject; they • e^i-tninly hiaye bi^ep 
known to di^inp {niiny things thal hiay^ 
aetually epme tP pas^,*' 

Lady CarQline gavV 9 gUne^ »t Eljen~ 
«' Ue^r Mr, Courteney, hav€ ypu ^yer faad 
your fortune told ? you ne^d not feaif 
tp trust me and EUen, siwe we haye be- 
trayed to ypu our owji .Cf«dulity/* 

^' I was indiue^ tp be giiiUy pf th^t 
folly onpe^ >vhen I wfls quite a young 
mant'' said I^<>ppW,/' nt tbe pre^sing^e^ 
sire of a/rieod ^fninf/' : . * - » 

: " Atid were yoni told any t^iag thw 
iva^ triiei" in^iiir^d J«4y Cw;ollfte. .. : 

B.6 '* 1 found 
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*' I fmind it but 'too true for my hap* 
piriess," replied Gourteney : ''^ the woman 
was a perfect «tranger to, me, ^d y«t 
she p6sitively drscovered eireirmstanees 
knbwta only tb myself, and mentioned 
bthers, vhich eame exactly as %he had 
foreto]d them.** * 

• '^ WeU,- do 'now, only to oblige and 
eountehaned' us, have your fortune toM 
this morning ; wfe* will not listen, I assur^ 
you, on my honbur ; ^''ou shall go first, 
and reebnnoitre the set ; piek out one 
you think the best of them, let her teli 
you yours, and then say that two of the 
upper servai)ts ef the Gastle are comific^ 
fo have theirs toM.** 

eonrteney ivas blindiy superstitious, 
although he had, as mueh as possibIe> 
carcf«lly eoneeated this faiRng fVotn his 
pupils. He was >ndeed weak enbwgh to 
put impHdt fai(h in the klnprobable af* 
firmations of this illiterat^ ^Hd walideriTi<; 
IHbe of vagrants. An bpportuntty, he 
b^lieyed; dow oATered e^ h^arihg ^hether 

9 



« 

4^i^'p]«n8 woiiild sueeeed against £Uen^ 
amlebie^detemined to seize it; appear- 
ing, therefore« to yield only to oblige 
lady earolitie^ he left them at the en- 
[tranee of ihe wood^ and struek into a 
.imrow path> whieh led to the tent of the 
. gipseys ; Sllen and her ladyship enjoy- 
ing'this triumpb over the demure pre-^ 
eeptor of the y oung noblemen. 
. *' Oh tll^at I eould biit see him now !" 
ex€lai.med lady Garotine; ^* I dare say he 
. is preaehing a leeture to the women upon 
. the wiekedness of their mode of life ; I 
hope, liowever« that he wili not forget 
that we are impatiently waiting his r^* 
' turn. Is it not eapital sport^ EUen ? ha^ 
ba, ha ! only think for a moment ypu see^ 
the primlooking tutor of my bretheis^ 
with a face as long as my arm^ gravely 
^ haranguing (he gipsey gang upon their 
want of morality. JDo not^ my dear ^U 
. leni think for an mstant that I am a seot&r 
.at religioo, or that I think tt^ really di» 
ous man a fiti5ubject for yputbful kyi|^ ; 

B 6 but» 
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bue, Heftven forgive imj ! I hav« oft^ 
thought thal a great deal of Coarte»ey^ 
devotion was asBumed/* 

'^ Hush, he ifr here 1" said Ellen ,• '"^ and 
I think does not 6eem tiest sattstred with 
hisdestiny.** 

. Courteney*B ceunten«nce indeed hbaie 
evident marks of vex'aften— '^ To ebli^e 
your ladyship/* «aid he^ *^ I 'ha^e foi»Ttd 
out the beings ybii are so' de^iirous of 
seeing ; they expect ^ot] ; keep strait^O» 
in that winding path> and yoii wi)! soon 
pereei ve their habilation." 

** Tbank you a thoiisahd tiities !•* eried 
lady GaroKne ; ^* b«t folIow iis behind 
the trees, for I do not mueh like totrirst 
wyseir with them. Cowe, Ellen^ you are 
not afiiaid, ape you?" 

*^ Kot at al)/* gaily repKed her lbvdy 
ff iend ; "^ evi1 spirits have no power ov€r 
those wbom the'Ahnigbty prbteets/* 

&^t saw not the sudden start of Cotir* 
♦eney, who slowly foUoifed, the traek of 
ligbt footsteps : heist opped behind 

a large 



"iL ^rge oak tree^ whieh eoneealed him 
from fhe gip«ey gang, but whieh was 

' near enongh to enable him f o hear what 
they said: • 

Lady earoline and EHen now advan- 
eed towards one of the gtpsey woraen, 

* tvhb eame Torward to meet them, and 
wbo immediately began to speak with 

* their aeettstomed rapidlt^, and the usual 
'eant whieh ihey addres^to every one. 

' ^^'Shall f tell your fortuhe, my ladies? 

1 wHl tell you whether yoli are born lueky 

' or unliieky ; I will tell yon what planet 

' you are born linder; and the name of 

* yo'ur huiband— the 'eolour of bia hair — 
•what e} es he has — and the first letter of 

' hrs sirname. Come now^ dear ladies, let 
me tell you your fortunes.** 

" W;e are not ladies,'* sald lady Caro- 
line ; ^^ we are only the servant maids of 
the ladiesbelonging to theCastle. Com^, 

"^make haste, and tell nre and Peggy whe- 
ther or no we are to have John the but- 
ler, and Simon my iord's man.*"^ ^ ' *' 
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*' Ah, my lady, you wish to deetpiye 
tne ! but I know by my art whal you are; 
you have not got your own <?Jothes on ; 
you are a lady born, and ean , purehase 
many a good aere. Give me your hapcf ; 
1. will tell you true, for all that.:--now, 
my lady, I see you are not l>orn to be 
erossed in love; you saw ihis morniiig 
the gentleroan you are to marry: you 
think sometHnes he loves another ; I^s 
mind wanders som^times, but for all that> 
you will be married berpre six mouths 
«re at an end, and be very happy ; many 
tbings wiU happen before that, and some 
remov9iS take plaee^ a duel will be 
Tou^ht, and one person lose his. liT^ : 
you have a friendj, my lady^ that is not 
quite true-bearted ; but never mind, my 
lady, you will be very happy before this 
iirae next year--Tand tbe gentleman's 
jname begins with a B/' 

Lady Garoliae ^miled exultihg]y-T- 
V Now, Peggy,. let us hear your £ate ; I 
am auite satisSed with mine/' 

Ellen 
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Ellen stretehed out her delieate sort 
hand, whieh was taken by the dark-eo- 
loured gipsey, who shook her head sig- 
ii5ficanfly, and looked fu11 in the beau- 
tiful faoe of Ellen, who shrunk from thte 
witehiiig gaze of her eoal-blaek eyes. 

" Many dangers eneompass you, my 

Isdy* j«st now ; you have enemies where 

yon think you have friends: beware of the 

tiext wionth; it may be fatal to you: be- 

ware of a tall, thin, pale-faced man ; hc is 

an enemy that plots your ruin ; but 

don't be faint-hearted ; if you get over 

iiext month, great honours await you ; 

you will triumph over all your enemies, 

and I ise to great preferment. You were 

born to be mistress over many : don't b^ 

iaint-hearted, my lady ; yoi^ have ]over»; 

but they are not all true — those you love 

best will deeehe yeu most; yop will no% 

stay as long as you expect where yon» 

are-^5'Our removal will be sudden, and 

owing to a paper — lakeeare of treaehery. 

1 ^et?,, 
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I see^ by this line in your hatid, that you 
are too opeo— you sppak yonr mind tod 
mueh. You have a female enemy that 
is very spiteM ; she has something to do 
wirh the letter or paper whieh will eause 
your remoyal. Take careof next month; 
it is fuil of mischief ; you will get dver 
itj I think ; you will meet with a slranger^ 
a friend, a very great surprise^ at your 
journey's end You wiill eome baek to 
the Gastle in better spirils than you left 
it ; you will marry^ but not yet ; some 
obstaeles in the w^y, but I think you will 
live to see your enemies' downfall/' 

" Alas, my poor friend ! *' excla]med 
lady Garoline^ half serious and half 
laughing; *' but what, good woman^ is 
ihe fir$t'let<eri)f her husband'sname ?" 

" His name," said the gipsey, '^ begins 
^ith a W; but there is a disappointment 
along wtth it." ;< 

Lady Garoline took the arm of EHen; 

w{io did i\bt plaee the least faith in one 

^ word 
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ivord the gipsey had uttered, altbough 
ihe warm blood rushed into her Taee and 
wek whett she mentioned the letter W. 

" I don't like these gipsies/' said lady 
CaroIine ; " they telL a strange set oP 
stories ; you do not believe in them^ £l- 
len?" 

" Oh no ! indeed if I did, I have heard 
enough to make me seriously uneasy : 
ihe next month> it seems^ is big with my 
fate^ as the Ides of Mareh were with that 
of eaesar/' 

*' Heaven pr€8erve you^ dearest Etlen> 
•from a (bte like his!'* exc1aimed her aP 
fectionate and steady friend. 

Gourteney now joined them ; he had 

averheard the best part of the gipsey's 

'ptopheey, aiiti eonseious of his own base 

desigps, it inereased his formei* faith in 

^their judgment, at the sanie time that it 

-added to his uneasiness, at the destiny 

whieh she had marked out as his. 

Luekily they gain^d their ehambers 

without 
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without being discovered by any of ther 
.family ; and ehanging tbeir dresses^ sat 
down in Ellen's apartment^ to talk ov<ir 
the ineident of the niorning. 

" Do not laugh at me, Ellen/* said 
Jady Garoline; *' but, upon my word, 
part of what the gipsey told struiek me 
:as yery odd. The tall> thin^ pa!e-fated 
man ean be no other than Gourteney ; 
God forgive me if I judge wrong of hira ! 
but, as I said berore^ I have often sus- 
peeted^ that under an appearanee of ex* 
treme humility and eonstant devotfon, 
J|ies.hid a great deal o^ vanity> dissimuld- 
tion, and seIf-Iove. I would really haye 
you be on your guard/' 

" My dearest friend," replied Ellen, 
warroly, '' do not suBer your regard.4!o^ 
ine^ and the silly nonsense of th^ gipsey^ 
to make you unjust to one of the best 
ereatures in existence. Has he not re* 
sided eonstantly under the same roof 
with the earl and your family for nearly 

seventeen 
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scventecn years ? vfhat aetion of his ean 
have drawn on him your suspieion, your 
eruel eensure ?" 

" I eannot mention any thing in par- 
tieular/' replied her ladyship, " whieh, 
in your partial eyes, would authorize me 
io think as I do ; yet, nevertheless, 1 feel • 
afraid that he is not that good man vre 
have ali supposed him to be. One Irttle 
ineident whieh I will relate to you Rrst 
ereated this fear, though no one would 
be more grieved ihan myself were I to do 
Mr. GourieDey any injustice. You know 
Homely Farm, where we stopped the 
other day with Edwin and Adolphas, to 
eat strawberries and eream. You rc* 
member how pleased you were at the ap* 
pearanee of the good old coup}e> and how 
you kissed the rosy eheeks of their grand- 

son ?^' 

'• I do," replied Ellen, '' and wish that 
you would eall there again ; the boy 
quite won my heart by his engaging 
tnanners.'* 
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'' I am as fond of ebildr^ii as you are/' 
x:ontinujed her ladyship^ " and we wilj 
fetch him some morning to spend tb^ 
day with us; but to my story : — the far- 
ip^r had two very bandso{iie daughters^ 
who were young women when I was a 
mere ehild ; the eldest married a respeet* 
able man^ a sort of eompanion and eon* 
lideotial attendant of that duke Qf Fitz* 
Aubin^ whose noble eonduet towards the 
late eountess of Brandon and her hus« 
band has ao mueh endeared him to us 
both ; 4iM youngest daughter my mother 
took into her fami}y^ and un^ortunately 
earried her to London ; after a few 
months had elapsed^ this young ereature 
eloped^ and was not heard of for several 
years. My mother was extreinely eon- 
eerned^ and her parents^ of eourse^ ineon* 
solable, She was^ however, at length 
diseoYered to be honestly employed in 
working for her living, by an old Iover 
of hers^ who married her^ and brought 
her down to the parents^ who had tbougbt 
• her 
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lier dead. We were not then af the 
Castle. The young man she married waa 
Ihe sdn of a wealthy mHIer, who, out of 
delieaey to his wife's feelings, remored 
ilnnr^dlately ouf 6f the yillage, lest any 
6f her young eompartions should re- 
pro?ch her with her elopement from my 
tnothei', ahd the sorrowher silenee far so 
long a f irtie had bf ought on her father txnd 
mother. The eause 6f that strange elope-- 
roent was never explained, nor do I be- 
licvd tbat, to this day, her parents are xn- 
formed of fhe truth. Susan t^ld Mfs. 
Masori, wh6 is my informer, that she 
shoUld n6ver have visited again her na- 
trve plaee, had not she been enabled ta 
eome down as the wife of the worthy 
young hiiner. This cxcellent ereature 
tobk k tftill very near the farm whieh be- 
longs f6 the husband df Susan^s sister; 
and the old people generally pay theitt 
both a Viiit 6nce a-year, and bring baek 
one 6r two of their grandehildren ; but 
Sul^li has ftcvef been at the farm sirtee, 

and 
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and my mother^ from motives of deli- 
eaey, would not bring to her remem- 
branee her elopement by ealling at the 
mill. 

*' Now for Courteney ; I heard that he 
was a eonstant visitor at the farm during 
the time when the sisters were living with 
their father; that he took greatpains 
with them, to perFect them in eommon 
«dueation ; and that^ among our domes- 
ties^ it was thought he itieant to marry 
X>ite or other of them : it was whispered, 
by one more bold than the rest, that he 
was eertainly the eause of Susan's run- 
ning away ; but all knew the high opi* 
nion he was held in by my family^ and 
the whisper -soon died away. 

" Mason says, that on hearing of her 
marriage, and on seeing one of her ehild- 
ren« he manifested some confusion ; but 
we will have the boy to-morrow, and try 
bim oursehes. I asked him to go with 
me onee of t^iee to Homely Farm, siii.ce 
we eame here, but he excused himsel^s 

by 
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by saying that be was engaged to walk^ 
with eiarissa.'' 

" I know," replied Ellen, '' that Mrs. 
Mason is not very partia) to him, a$ she 
cqnsiders: him as faaving aeted imkindly 
to the eountess» whose metnory is stili 
saered to her : but, dearest lady Caroline» 
b.efore I give eredit to any thing injuri- 
oAis to the eharaeter of -one i^o highly es- 
teemied by your family and my own^ I 
must have proofs strong as holy writ/' 

^' Beware pf the Ides of Mareh," re- 
peated her ladyship, with a forced smile^ 
again reeprring to the gipsey propheey. 

. ^' I am Tearless of danger/' replied El- 
len ; ^* honoured by your aATeetion, and 
that of my still older friend, the marehi- 
oness — possessing» I hope, the good will 
of all your amiable family« what have I to 
fear?" 

. '' I will not seek any longer to iDfect 
you with my weak forebpding8,'' said her 
ladyship ; " but I dislike also the strange 

and 



and eoDstatit prmte coiiv6f8atidhs be- 
tween Gourteney and Miss Beaumont; 
as the frfend of my ebildhood^ iM tlie 
eompmion ^f ^y riptt yea^s^ I lote Gla- 
riss^, indepeitdent Df dur near rektioh- 
sl^ip ; but 8h« h srrskngt^ly aHet'ed of Ht^, 
a)id absents her^lf frdal iMe ki s6 srngu^ 
lar a way, giViiig GduHeWy the J)rfefer- 
enee to us atl, tbat I alti ha1f ineinned 16 
quarrel with her. 8he Wiia the first to 
break asUikler tlie bbhds of onr anerent 
fri€nidship; and I dholl eirtainly hot be 
very hasty M eitget to tine^ them ;^ I 
know tbe firigen6r6to feklitigs by whieh 
she is aetoated» and should nev6r liave 
supjf6sed that daris^ eonld give %vay to 
so tnean a pa^ion as that of envy. If 
you have a fe^ale eriemy here, iny dear 
EHeo, It €jin only be hefsclf ; your beau- 
ty, and Edwin's attentions^ has made her 
s6, I (i^ ; bUt eiarissa is not going the 
right way to seeure the tmant heatt of 
my brother ; and I shall be but ill satisfi- 

ed 



. ed wilhv& ^ist/eMB-iaw wbo •eaii deseend 
to fikUQh petty C9ntrivances as I begin (o 

. ihi^ fcer eap^t^lis of/' 

ElleiieBlt a 0H>9)e^£(ry«aicltii^s-*-" God 

. forbf d# €kar lik4y. e^rolioei tbat I shodd 
give pai^ to asy ilDdividual beloved by 
your! if I thotught tbat was reallytbe ease, 
l:would riettiim.hoiaue immcdiate.ty." 

^' And so make gOiOd a pari of tfce 
gipsey's fQrtjUf>je:!":cried Wy Caroline; 
^' n^:, Elle«Pi,..yo» are fii|y.fri9iid:; my dear 
»0<Ae bade m^^r^ndep^His.bouse.aei happy 

. to yt>u as y»iir owii ; and no jealoiiSi ^illy, 
saean-spirited giri $haU;hav^.p^wr over 
you, I am :deiermiMd. Lti Chvma ^et 

. y^her usualcandbur;lethp jmntisas 
Ibrsmpiy, and ao< bfaiisei>Courteney ras 
her confidaiit»'Whi€h'-i am eertain ahe bas 
^oiie. Ifher aATeetion £9r'£dwin learis 

( hfxr to view:yottMifefi9midabiei&Yal,,kt 
her at leaat be n generaw ohe^ tkiid oot 

. looie as if ^he eould eatu^ botb up at one 

. mottthfiil 1 I aknost r^tt norw. dkat Ed« 

win was jBver taogbt to eonsider ker .as 

vor« IV. c his 
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his Tuture wifc, for I am^ very well asstt« 
Ted that they wHl never be happy toge- 
ther; th&will of my unele must never^ 
theless be obeyed, and poor Bdwin, 1 Tear, 
will be the seeond sacrifice to the am- 
4)itious views of lord Mortimer/' 

She was now obliged to leave her (2^^ 
Tourite, to attend a summons from the 
dbwager roarehioitess. 

Ellen, although not tt all inelini^d to 
superstition, eould not wholly banish 
from her mind ihe ineident of the mom- 
ing ; in spite o^ her own endeavours to 
the eontrary, the conversation of the 
gipsey^ and the eredulity of ladjr Garo- 
Jine, oeeupied her thoughts. To repress 
a weakness of whteh she was ashamed, 
^he sat down to write to her sister and 
the Mi» Maxw^4s. Having per^ormed 
this pleasing task, she rang for Naomi, to 
«ssist her in dressing for diiiner. 

This young woman was uneommonly 
attaehed to Ellen ; and as she had receiv* 
ed an edueation better than the genenl- 

' ity 



ity of dotnestres^ and was esteemed by 
Mrs. .Woodville as a valuable attendant 
for ^her daughtersy she was thererore 
treated by th^em with more familiari(y 
than she would otherwise hav€ been. 
The disposition of £IIen led her to be 
kind to every human being ; but she was 
well aware of the impropriety of making 
toe free with<inferiors, and that the ig« 
norant and Yulgar soon eease to respeet 
'the person who allows them to take the 
slightest liberty in their presenee. • 

Naomi.was an'exception to this rule — 
^the aiTability of Ellen inereased her re- 
.gard» and added to her gratitude^ whieh 
she evinced to all those who were loud 
in ihe praise of heryoung mistress. As 
none were more lavish <of ^heir admira- 
tion ths^n the valet of lord Edwin, so he 
in proportion |>ossessed the largest share 
of Naomi's ^lTeetionsK, whkh Simpspn 
appeared mpst warmly to retqm; and 
Mrs. Hason^ who was held in high vene* 
Talion by all the household^ began to 

c 2 rally 
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rallyNaorai iipoh the ptererenee she had 
gained. - ; 

Eilen, as soon ns her maid had attet)d- 
ed her summons, good-naturedly asked if 
she had a letter to send home, as»' she 
would enelose it iii one of her own ? 
'She then inquired if she had paid a visit 
lo the gipseys? 

Naonii confessed that she had been, 
Vith two of the house-mards ; but that 
she did not believe a word they bad tpld 
her. ' 

*' I am glad bf it, Naomi," replied El- 
len ; *' it eertainly shews your good 
sense ; but was yo^r fortime represented 
as gobd or bad ?" 

*' I would tell yoii, Miss Ellen, only I 
f«ar that yoO will laugh at me." 

" Indeed I will not. You know, Na- 
omi, that I eomraitted the' same pieee of 
foIly myself this morning. Come, let 
me-hear how long I may ex:pect to re- 
tain you about my person; I dare say 
.some of the young men of the Gastle 

bave 
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have already done theSir best to prefsiiade 
you against leading rnueh longer a single 
life/' 

Naomi's eolour deepened — " The gip- 
sey told me the same/' said she; " but I 
deelare that the butler and Simpson are. 
the only two men thal erer made love to 
me yet/* 

Ellen smiied — " And how many more, 
Naomi, would you wish to have ?" 

'' None^ Miss; only the woman said I* 
had many Iovers; and then she told«me 
sueh a heap orstuAT about eneraies^ and 
speedy removals, and great surprises, and 
money unexpectedly, that I eannot re- 
roember half what she said." 

*' But, Naomi, you have not forgot 
when you *were to be marrieU ?" J5aid EI* 
len^ arehly. 

'' Oh ! I was to be disappointed io my 
Arst lover/' eried Naomi, " and to marry 
the man I should refuse; but I believe I 
was to be very happy in the end." 

c 3 <' Well, 
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" Wdl, that was kind of her, however, 
Naomi ; and I am glad to iind that the 
disappointment does not aATeet you 
mueh." 

" Oh, not at all, Miss, I assure you ; 
fur I don't belie^e it will ever happen." 

Ellen smiled again. 

*' But, Miss Ellen, I think the gipsey 
nrust have told Mr. Gourteney his for- 
tune^ ror I met him a little time ago, and 
\ie looked so blaek, and so gloomy, as if 
he had heard a terrible deal of ill-luek." 

" He is too wise," said Elfen, " to Ks- 
ten to sueh nonsense ; or ii he did, to 
plaee any Taith in \yhat might be told 
him/' 

Having iinished dressing, she deseend- 
«d to the dining-parlour, where sbe 
foundthe Tamilyassembled. Ellenthought 
it might be fancy, bul sbe eould nol help 
imagining ihat Miss Beaumont viewed 
herwith a kind of malignant satisfaction; 
she hovVevcr spoke ta her more than she 

eommonly 
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eommonly d\d, and Ellen began to hope 
that she should soon be restored to her 
former friendship, 

The brow of Jord Mortimer was not a* 
tranquil as usual ; he appeared to be 
striying against painful reeolleetions^ 
^hieh his sister and her husband tenderlj 
endeavoured to dissipate. 

Lady Garoline^ whispering» said to her 
favourite — •' I know the eause of my 
poor unele's uneasiness — this is the day 
before that on whieh his daughter died ; 
and> as it is the first August he has ever 
passed in the Gastle sinee that meIancho*> 
ly event, his spirits are more thaa usual- 
ly depressed/' 

£1Ien east a glanee towards the suflfer- 
ing father ; her tender looks^ her sweet 
voice, sweeter far than ever, from the 
sympathy of ber feclings, seemed tp lull 
Ihe troubled mind oriord Mortimer. Hfe 
rose early from table, and requested El- 
Jen and lady Garoline to walk with him. 
Both willingly obeyed ; and after an 

c4 bour'a 
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hour-s stroll thrdogh the wbods^ he re- 
turned moi^ eomposed. . 

Anxious to amuse him, EUea took her 
harp'; and though the state of her owri 
mind would have indueed her to seleet, 
the most plaintive airs, she nevertheless 
made ehoide orthose more ddapted to 
excite lively ideas. Ldrd Edwin ac- . 
eompanied her in some duets; and £1- 
len felt the rose grow dedp^r oft her 
eheek, a^she reid in his langnishingblaiGk 
eyes the fond emotions of his soul. The 
cvening eoneluded with a family^ eon- > 
eert, whieh was by no meansdeSeient in 
ex6cutioD ^tid skilL 

Lord Mortimer thanked the yemng 
peoplis fbr their willingness ro entertain 
him> ^nd owned that he had been highly 
gratiAed by theit- p^rforman'ce— " What 
shall w^ do, Cm>]ht(^, to n^ward thetn ?'* 
said he, turnirtg td the dow&g'er marehio- 
ness; ^' stippo$e we !nvite th^ neigh- 
bouring fartiil}es toa balt^.on the sevefith 
of September ; it is the birlh-day o( Je-* ^ 

' - mima» 
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mima, and we will eekbrate it as joyfuI^ 
ly as we ean." 

. This propos^l gave pleasure to Mg , 
partieularly to her to whom the eompli- 
ment was paid. 

*' Dear unele," said lady Garoline^ ^^ as 
it is most |)robabIe the weather will 
oontihue as warm as it is now, let us have 
a rural fete ; ihe gardens of the Gastle 
are admirably adapted for one, the treei 
being so disposed^ that when illuminated 
by variegated lamps, it wiH look like fairy 
land." 

" I have no objeet}oti, my dear girl/* 
said the eari ; ^* but let me hear how yoil 
wili arninge msitf^rs, as I shall leavd 
every thing to you> who first started the 
id^a." 

'* Thank you, my dear imele !'' eried 
the delighted l^dy GaroUne ; " Ellen and 
I will manage every thing between us; l 
propose to^make use of the suitof apart* 
ments whidh ope» into the garden ; the 
saloon will be a eapit^il -bail-ropm fot 

c 5 tlyo^ 
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tbo&e \vho prerer it to our ^eKet- lawn,- 
and the remainder of tlie ehambers will 
$erve for refreshments;'* ' 

" Very. well, Caro]ine; I approve high- 
ly of your plan/' said her unele, *' and 
wiU desire my stewatd to attend you in 
Ihe moriiing for your orders. Send him, 
to London, where he will be nble toprd^ 
eure every thing you wish for. Let us 
have the best band he ean get, for good 
daneers ought to have good musre/' 

All again expressed doiible satisfacti6h' 
at this new arrangement, 

« We shall have our f4ie in the firsl 
ttyle of eleganee,'* said the mar^uis, 
^^ sinee Miss Woodville and my sister are 
the direetors of the whole. 1 heard this 
morning that the famih'es of general Ash- 
f6i*d and sir William Lisburne are arrived, 
if Ao, our party wiU rece]ve an agreeable 
addition/* 

" I hope your intelltgenee is true/' 
aaid lady Garoline; *' young Lisbarne is 
« yei^ pUasant man; and as I wish to 

givc 



g]v.^ pleasiire to every one/' looking 
pointedly at Clarissa as sbe spoke^ ** I 
shall gi ve hiro as a p^irlner to Ellen Wood-^ 
\ille4 uolesshe engages himseirto Sarah 
Ashrord : ^nd now I think of it> Adol- 
p^us> you niay perhaps be of service to 
U8 t^o damselsy who, I assure you» will 
have a great deal to do ag^inst the 
se.venth ; we will admit you into our eonp 
aultations; I know you will rejoice to 
have the opportunity of assisting EUen ;" 
she gave eiarissa another look> who co-^ 
loured and bit her lip. 
. ** You do me intinite honour by this^ 
Sattering distinetion^ dear lady Garoline/' 
fried. young Beaumont, kissing her hand^ 
'' and ,ypu shall not find me ungrateful 
for.yQur kindness/' 

'Mbelieve you^ Adolphus; but you 
^te npt to diselose ourseeret eogitationsi; 
we will monopoIize to ourseIves the bhie 
parlour» wbere nQ one is to be admitted 
but ourseWesA exce^t darissa shouM (^ 

c 6 inelined 
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inelined to ^ssist oUr judgm6ttts: by tii 



tasteful opinion.*' * 

'' With sueh ^h auxilfafy sTs iVfisg 
WobdviHe, ^oui-'ladyship tvill n6t nfeed* 
any ol^m)! asMst^ne^!" r^pli'ed MisS Se^ti- 
mbnt; *' fny pr^Seilee Would t'ather iitt- 
p^de the progress ot ybui" employmdrits/' 

AU now netiri^d t6'th6if sep^fate ^part- * 

ment^ ; ;'lddy eiV6fih6 telling^ll^n thar' 

she sHould dart her*li][) very eariyt^ife'hexf ' 

mornrng; 'thVf th6y might fiave 'time t'd 

eottsult bief6r^ thie 'steW*afd earhe fof of- ^ 
ders. '; " . . » 
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CHAP. li. 

1 1 • /■ » • • 

EttfeN% 6H entering hier bed-rbom, looked 
arbund'f6r ffie presenee of Mrs. Mason ; 
she w^s not tftefe, and she rdt disappoint- 
ed by her &MfetlCe. ^^ tJd tti bed, IS^ao- 

mi/ 
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mi^'^iiia sti6 ; '' l shall sit up a liltlewhile; 
btit' eall ni6, neverthelesS, an hour earlier 
tKai) Usual." 

VShe Ihen opened her window, to in- 
halfe Yhe rePreshin^ breeze rrom the wa- 

ter, and tb enjoy the mird splendour of ' 

•» ■ ' ' . • 

the new moon. At the soiind of MrS. 

* 

Rfas6n's voice she elosed' the sash. and * 

hastened to meet her old friend : th^ 

traees of reeerit teari were visible oh her 

* • * ♦ 

ehiE^eis, afjd Ellen tenderty inquired if 

sHe'was unwettt^^'at Ihe sameYime leadin^ * 

her to an easy-ehair by the side 6f the ' 

beel, o'ri ivhich fellfe'n seat^d herself, Ihat 

sKe might be near heri ' ^' An ! I remem- 

bbr h6^/* said sh^, " my dear'^Mrs. Ma- * 

• • • 

so'n, th^ nlelaneholy eause oT ybur sor- 
r6w — it is the same astord'Wortimer^ 

' '* Thank God !" exclaimeci the faithful * 
iiufse of 4he eou'ntess," I am 'h6weveir' 
free £il6m his self-reproach ; to tfie ut- 
niost 6f nly power tper^ormed fhe dylng* 
%vkK ot her iii6ther ; I \Jevbted m*yself to 

her 
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her ehild. No parent eould ]ove one more 
dearly than I did the eountess ; and sbe^ 
sweet angel^ always eonsidered me^ and 
even ealled me by the tender name of 
mother. Ob, my dear Miss Woodville, I 
shall never see the return of this fatal 
nighr^ wilhout suATering a part. of those , 
agonies whieb I endured sixteen years 

Ellen aATeetionately wiped away her 
tears, at the same time pressing the af- 
Aieted nurse of the stil}-idolized eountess 
to her bosom. 

. ^' Nevercan I forget/' eontinued Mrs. 
Mason, *' the last parting between her 
^nd her husband ; ppor feIIow^. how he 

« 

adored her ! I think I see him npw. as he 
eiUered. the window of her sitting-room, 
fyf \\ke. I^st time, to behold his belov^d 
wife : how he lingered on the seat of it^ 
vh|en'it was time to quit ber ! ob^ well 
do I remember the expression of his 
bandsopie features, as he pressed my, 
i : . hand. 
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band^ and bade me take eare ot bis toul's 
trt?asuTe> his idolized wire» his expected 
baby.*' 

Mrs. Mason here sobbed alond ; and 
Elleu's t^ears ehoked her utteranee. 

*' Alas, alas!*' she eontinued^ " he eni- 

braeed my angel mistress Tor the last 

time ; she was too ill to admit him the 

pext night^ whieh was the twenty-sevenlh 

orAugust. She wrote to him, and to 

the generous duke or Fit2^Aubin, tbeir 

inutual friend ; I tied the letters to a rib* 

bon^ and let them down ready against 

bis arrival ; poor Teliow^ he never re« 

ceived another ! My lord rePused to see 

the eountess; this preyed heavily on her 

niind^ and, I fear, he]ped to bring on her 

.death. It was on this bed her poor baby 

was born ; it was here my beloved AU 

thea died." 

Ellen sprang Crom oATthe bed, and sunk 
on her knees before Mrs. Mason. 

*\ Graeious Heaven ! what ails my 
ehild ? ( for sueh Ellen Ioved tp be ealled. 
.3 by 



by hef ) tfh^t did you see ? what has thus 
terriBed you ?'^ 

'' I know not/'' replied Ellen, rising, 
aiid dashing away her tears ; '' but I felt 
electrifred at the eonelusion ofyoursen- 
tenee, dear Mrs. Mason: and was it here, 
irr my bed^ on whieh I have rested so 
tran^uilly^ that your nmtressdied ?'* • • 
' " Yes, itiy sweetgirl ; but let not that 
idea'alarni you : hever did there exist a 
piirer iipirit, a more angelie being than 
the eottntess 6f Brandon ! oh, she would 
riot have trod dn' an ant, had she known 
ir'{ she was the rdoi af «s all — and to be 
. takeri Trom irs so toon, hardly in her 
el2:hteb'nth vear '/* 

' *' Shotekiiy^ !'' exclaimed Ellen, shud- 
dtring, ^nd Tioltlrng Still by the hand of 
jrf/l M^sotr; ? Hvhat must have been the 
€ufferings of her husband, to lose both 
\fift alid ehilA at' otee blow !*' 

'* They were niore than my feeble 
ptiwers* caA deseribe/' replied Mrs; Ma- 
s^ii ; ^ it ^di Itke separating the soul* 

from 
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from t*he bod?. ''' Nevct raan lovfed like 
hhn ; never man cFescrvc(d a hSap^pier des*»- 
tiny.. Unknowri ta any of the family.' 
btit inyself, he eomes every year to Yisii' 
tKe totnb of his adoted wife ; and wmie- 
tiines the diike of Fitz-Aiibin aeeompa- 
nies him, To-mori'ow.he ^ill be in tho * 
ehapel^rter twelve; nobody birt mysclf 
and the Homelys khow of his eoming.'^ . 
" Oh that I eould but see the idoI1zed 
husband of the eountess !" eried Eilen, 
hastily ; ^^ dear Mfs, Masony do ydu 
think I eould hide behind some plaee^ . 
and eateh a glimpse oP his fortn and fea- 
tures ? you know not the gratiAeation I 
shoald receive/' 

■ 

'^ I>ear ehild, I ean tmst you, I am eon- 
Ad^ent, for you have sense and prudenee 
fa* aibo\ # youT yeafs. You shall go with 
Hie whi^n I openthe ehapel door by 
whi^h Mr. Deloraine will ^nter ; I will 
plaee yoft somewhere, that you shall have 
a full view of hini ; but^ as you love me^ 
d(J not discOver vourselfr The eountess . 
i had 
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had a fine mmiature of her husband^ 
whieh she lost from her neek on the 
night she >was taken in labour^ and whieh 
I have always thought was found and ear- 
ried away by the gentleman that attended 
her ; he was a stranger to us all^ and Har- 
ris/who was then alive^ and who was my 
lord's eoniidential man, brought hirh 
birndfold to the Gastle: this naturally 
raised his euriosity, of whieh this eurtarn 
is a pr6of/' 

She then shewed Ellen the zig-zag eut 
in the erimson velvet eurtain of tbe bed> 
whieh had been thus spoiled by thedoe- 
tor who attended the loveIy eountess* 

" I have put in anoth^r pieee/* said 
Mrs* Mason^ ^' but you see the velvet 
and the gold-fringe is mueh fresher than 
the rest. I dare sav the motive was a 
good one that prompted the stranger to 
make this mark^ whieh must always re- 
main ; but as the poor baby was still- 
born, we have never heard any thing of 
bim. My beIoved lady did not Jive to 

know 
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know either the los or the pieture or the 
death of her infant. You look pale^ my 
dear Miss Woodyille ; let me fetch you 
sonie wsirm wine and water." 

" Oh, no/' said Ellen, hastily, " do not 
Ieave me;" then reeolleeting berselG ^^ 
added — ^' I am not used to be so foolish ; 
I ara ashamed of this weakness, and ean- 
not aeeount for it/-' 

'' My ehild;, it is my melaneholy that 
has inreeted you/* replied Mrs. Mason ; 
'' shall I stay and sit up with you ?" 

" If you will sleep wiih me to-night,** 
eried Ellen, " I will thank you. Indeed 
I eannot tell what to make of this new 
lerror whieh has possessed me ; I am na- 
turally very eourageous, and yet, at this 
moment, I seem inelined to start at my 
own shadow." 

Mrs. Mason, to whom she had render- 
ed herself sineerely beIoved, embraeed 
her tenderly. 

•' Sueh innoeeney as yours, my dear 
ehild, ean haye nothing to drit^d from 
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spirifa pMte ds yoilr own. I often pray- 
ed to be aliowe^ to se^ that of fhy saint*' 
ed lady ; but tbe Almighty nevcr grant- 
ed my petition. Sinee hef deHth^ I have 
neter let a dfty pass without entering 
these apartmentSi and frequently sleep- 
ing in thetti ; indeed I had little else to 
do iintil the last five years, when our 
housekeeper dying, my Itord Seemed to- 
vrish that I would take the situation^ 
mereW to give my orders, atid to instruet 
a granddaughter of Harris'si a clever,' 
steady young woman, about thriee-ah'd- 
twenty, in all th^ knowledge requisite 
for the plaee. Thank Heaven ! all the' 
domesties respeet me, and willingly per- 
form all my desires. In sinothtr year 
Betty will be ^ualiSed to beeortie house^ 
leeeper, and I shall then have little else 
to w but spend my time as formerly, in 
these rooms, whieh will ever be saered 
to mey though not one of my lord*s fa- 
mily, except lady Garoline, have ever 
srgnified a wish to oeeupy ihem." 

Ellen 
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Ell.en now prepared to undr/sss her- 
^]f ; £ihe tried to rally her faintiog spirits 
by lepeaUog to Mrs. M^son the plan of 
the intpnded fcte ; but all would not.do; 
4she epuld Hot banish froni her nund th^e 
hi^roie Ipye of Delpr^ine, his agooies, or 
the fancie4 de^th-seene Qf the eountess*; 
.e¥jen m ber slumbers sbe thought she 
$aw tbe Ipyely injufed datpghter of lord 
Mortimrr» aod sbis awoke sobbing. 

Tbie ray^ of ihe rising sun beamed 
«aeross h^r ehamber^ and she rose with a 
eheek paler than usual. When dr^ssed, 
.^he pro^gpeded to the ehamber of lady 
-earolin^, wbo, witb Ellen's assistanee» 
^as soon ready for tbeir intended walk, 
Tapping _at the door of young Beau- 
mont's room, she «aid — '' Awake, arise, 
and i}uickly join thy friends and alli^s on 
the Gastle lawn." 

. Adolphus was not Iazy iu obisying the 
weleome summoos, tpo bappy in being 
Ihus peemitted to enjoy ihp lusury of 

their speiely . 

Lady 
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Lady Caroline's ready invention sug- 
gested many ideas^ whieh were improved 
^n hy EHen. They ^waHeed ^everail times 
over the groiind wWeh was assigned for 
the seene oT rheir amusement, and their 
plan wa^ pretly well arranged by the 
'time the breakfast-bell had ruiig. 

Lord Mortrmer kissed the pale eheek 
'oTbis young favourite — " 1 fear, Ellen/' 
said be^ ^f that you suiTered this seheii^e 
oT pleasure to break your rest last night ; 
you look fatigued^ and yoMr liandTeels 
.feverish.'* 

^' You are •uniyen^ my dear Ellen^ I am 
-eertain/'eried the marehioness^ ^arm^d ; 
** let fi¥e send for advice.'* 

" No, thank you/' repHed £llen^ smi- 
ling aATeetionately on ber old friend; " I 
4iave merely jgcfi a 'headaehe ; it is no^ 
ihing else, I assure you." 

'* You had tertter lie down^ my love/' 
^aid Tady Caroline, '"^ for half-an-hour.*' 

** Oh «la, there is not the least oeea- 
«ion^ J assur« you/' again repeated EI- 

len: 
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Jen : '' while you are gwing orders to 
the steward, I ^hall praetise some of the 
inew tDusie whieh eame down last night;" 
she said ,this with her usual sprightly air, 
^nd her friends felt salisiied, 

Lady Garoline and Mr. Beaumont now 
retired to the blue-<:hamber^ and Ellen 
went to the musie-room. 

She had not been there long before 
lord EdwJn entered^ and inquired if he 
might praetise his part at the same time? — 
*' This new ^rrangement of my sister*s," 
said he, taking her liand, and pressing it 
to his lips, ^' wili make me an exile, bnt 
not a Yoluntary oney from your dear so* 
eiety ; I shall not be able to speak to 
you or to walk with you, until after the 
J^ie; even then earollne has coiitrived 
to spoil my happiness^ by attaehing me to 
tbe side of darissa/' 

" I am-^sorry, roy lord, to hear you 
inention that as a subject of regret ; the 
<:ompany of your tiestined bride ought 
to animate you with rapture. Come, my 

lord, 
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lord, ^Aali we att«rapt this new tr!o ? the 
inar<^visj if you ask him, will perbaps ac- 
«orapany *s, linless he is engaged/^ 

".^h^ m^rquts woiild be too happy did 
lie know that you are soiieilous to have 
Kitti liere : he is with his wife ; ihall I tell 
hi m' your wis^hes ? " * 

*^ Gertainly not; another time will do 
*as well as the prosent." 
/ ^^ Perhaps better/' repKed his lordship^ 

.isighing as he spoke 5 ^^ a duet may be 
'tnore agreeable to you than a teio/* 

" What do you mean^ my Idrd ?■** 
'** Oh:, EUen, are you ignoran* <of my 
meaning ? does not the ardeiit gaze .of 
«ly brother speak too plain his ^dmira- 
tion of your raatebless teauties^" 

*' You insult me, my lord," eried EI- 
!en, rising with dignity ; *' this language 
I should not have expected from the pu- 
pil of Mr. Gourteney !" 

She was quitting the room^ when he 
flun|f himself before her ; and eatehing 
both her hands^ entreated her to forgive 

his 
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liis jea1ous surmises — '* Pardon my inso- 
lenee, beIoved Ellen V' he eried; '^ I ean 
no longer eoneeal my adoration, whieh . 
tempts me to envy every human being. 
that touehes this dear hand 1 Oh^ sa^ but 
that you forgive my rashness^ that you 
^eeept of my apology ! \ove the most 
tender eould alone have prompted me 
thus io ofFend/* 

'^ Rise^ my lord/' said Ellen, blushing 
^eeply, yet «till preserving a dignity . 
^hieii awed the momentary libertinism 
of lord Edwin ; '' I forgive yoU;^ and 
^ould willingly forget both the oiTenee 
and the excuse, Your love, my lord, be- 
longs to Mlss Beaumont; and I am the 
last person in the ^yorld to infringe pn 
Ihe rights of another.** 

'* Dearest Ellen ! yet hear me — ^I ean- 
iiot Iove CIar;ssa ! my unele may oblige 
me to give her my band, but my h^art 
is yours, and yours only ! Pity me/ ^t 
least^ beloved Ellen ; do not let the rash-*^ 
ness of this morning weaken the irieml'*» 

voL. IV. ahip 
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ship you onee honoured me with ! eoh* 
«ider how long, how faithfully I have 
adored you— ever sinee f first beheld you 
at the inn ! Oh, if I am destined to be* 
eome a seeond sacrifice to the ambitious 
views of my uncle-^if I must abandon 
Ihe only object pf my tenderness, grant 
me at least that sweet sympathy whieh 
you so readily evince for all woes but 
mine!" 

Ellen saw the starting tear dim the 
lustre of his fine and e1oquent blaek 
eyes; $he trembled, her eolour yaried, 
and her respiration beeame short. 

**.Lovely and most beloved Ellen/' 
eontinued lord Edwin, passionately press- 
ing her hands to hls lip^ " do you pity 
the extreme rigour of my fate ? do you 
lament the fatal ambition and family prjde 
whieb dooms me to a ]ife of unavailing 
regrets and hopeless misery ?" 

'' I trust that sueh will not be the ease/* 
repliedEllen, in a tremulous v^ice; " Miss 
Beaumont is worthy your regaid ; and 

the 
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the unfortunate prepossession whieh you 
niention will soon fade away» in the oon* 
seiousness of doing your duty, of fuifil« 
ling the expectation8of your faniily, and 
ia feceiving the tendemeas of eiariasa/* 

'* Nevcr, never V' fervently exclainied 
lord Edwin ; *' I never Ioved until I saw 
yeu ; the impression you have niade is 
too strong to be effaced by time or eir- 
eumstanee. I ]ove, I adore you, EUen, ' 
and shall eontinue to do so until my 
latest breath ! Oh« turn not from me, EI- 
len ! blush not to betray a generous 
eompassion for my wretehedness ! I have 
been advised fo forget you^ to think on« ' 
ly of the obedienee I owe my unele^ but 
my heart tells me that it ean never feel a 
transport whieh you do not share/' 

" I dare not listen to ypu any longer," 
said Ellen ; '^ your happiness ai|d my 
own self-esteem forbids it* Let me go^ 
my lord ! I pity, I sympathize in your 
apparent jagitation, bat honour forbids 
me to eneourage your passion/' 

^* She 



53 TH« UrPOCRIT£« 

She broke from him^ and hastily pro« ' 
eeeded to her own apartments : lord £d« 
vfin alowly sought those of his preeeptor ; 
to him he reeounted what bad passed, 
and expressed his utter despon^eney of 
ever g^ining Ellen on dishonourabte 
terms. 

^' I would sacrifice every thing to ob- 
tain her heart/' said lord Edwin; ^' 1 wish 
not to destroy the purity I'vrorship. EI- 
]en would be less dear to me the moment 
she beeame my mistress.'* 

Folly i" exclaimed Gourteney ? 

ypur inexperienee, my lord^ ean alone 
excp^e sueh romantie ideas. It is most 
pri^babl^i that white you are eonsidering 
UQpn the puriiy of Ellen's mind^ your 
brother may acC miore wisely> and be 
perfectly satisiied wrth the beauties cf 
he« person« . Every day convinces me, < 
more and morey of the psission of the 
ly^niuis j^ wili soon break through att 
i^^ti'aint^ and Ellea, v(Hh all her seem"- 
ing puriiy^ yiiW, 1 make no doiibt, be 

eontented 
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eontented with a handsome eqiiipage and 
a liberal settlement/* 

" My God ! and ean you be serioiis r" 
said his too-eredulous pupil ; " are wo- 
men indeed sueh artrul» sueh interested 
ereatures? Oh^ I eannot look on the 
heavenly eountenanee of Ellen Wood- 
vi]le^ and bdieve for a moment that ahe 
is like the rest of her sex !" 

" Proeeed with eaution, and you will 
}ye convinced of it/' eontinued the trea- 
eherous Leopold; *' work upon her eora- 
passion* by your distress, your madhess at 
tbe thought of losing her; get her btit 
onee to confess she loves you» and she h 
yours; we will then de^ise some plan 
tv throw her into your arms^ to make 
lier seduetion inevitable, and yet preserve 
her good opinion of her sedueer/' 

*• I shudder at the proposal/* said lord 
Edwin ; " what if I throw mysel^ on the 
inerey of my unele ? Ellen is his greatest 
Tavouritc — surely he will not eonstgn m 

D 3 to 



1 



54 THE HTPOCRIT£. 

to misery^ ivbom he professes so strongly 
to regard ?'* 

'[ It will bring on tnevitable ruin, and 
ihe total loss of Ellen>''* replied Courte- 
ney. *' Who eould boast of sueh favour 
and aATeetion asEdmund Deloraine ? and 
yet^ the moment he beeame the husband 
of the eountess^ your unele not only 
tore them from eaeh other's arms, but 
would even willingly have endangered 
the life 'of him who had been his distin- 
guished favourite. Trust me« my dear 
lord, you must either resign all tboughts 
of beeoming master of Ellen's beaulies, 
or be led by roe ; for your sake I am 

* 

f^trdy lo hazard every (hing, in order Cq 
gratify your passion. I should hesitale 
a$ Aiueh as yourself to seduee an innb- 
eent girl^ or to destroy her future peaee; 
but the quick and dazzling glanees whieh 
,£ljen darts oeeasionally on the languish» 
ing marquis, inform tne^ who too well 
knp^w, what women are^ tbat she. is not 

the 
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the immaeulate and artless girl you take 
her for. Gourage, my lord, and perse- 
verance will obtain all you wish, The 
freedom of the rural Stit will allow of 
your pleading afrc8h"your love ; I will 
take eare to draw oiT Miss Beaumont ; 4>e 
careful, neverthele^, not to alarm Elien's 
neeessary appearanee of virtue ; differ- 
ent women, like separate disorders, re« 
quire dif!erent modes of treatment ; get 
her but to confess she loves you — leave 
tbe rest to me." 

Ellen had no sooner gained the toU- 
tude of her own ehamber^ than she re- 
iieved herseir by a burst of tears, The 
sudden and unexpected deelaration of 
lord Edwin^ that he must be wretehed 
without her, produeed this agitatioii of 
spirits — ^" Oh, my beloved' TTheodoi'^ !*• 
«he exc1aimed, •' thy fears iverc juS l 
lord Edwin lovcs me— yet honour an^ 
gratitude forbid our union 1 W^hatevet 
raay be my seeret inelinations, my iseer Jt 
wishi», I will, if possible, eoneeal fro*i 

^* this 
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this amiable young man how deeply I 
. sympathize in his feelings; I ivill npt 
betray the weakness of my own heart, pr 
th'e severe pang it will eost me ta banistr 
all hope from my bosom/' 

Iti the midst of these reflections she 
was inlerrupted by the entranee af lady 
Caro]ine. 

'' How are you now, Ellen ? not mueh 
better^ if'I may judge from your looks. 
I eame' to ask your opinion eoneerning 
bur dresses for the fite — but perHaps I 
shall only disturb you ?*' 
* *^ That you ean never do^ dearest fady 
Garbline ! To tell ypii the truth, I am 

not very weJ! rMrs. Masbn ano i enaiteet 
till latQ last night, and I had very little 
rest ; our eonyersation^ yon Biay suppose, 
was on tbe,old.subject ; ** and .1 fell so ex* 

cessrvely weak, as to be o)>lige4 ^9 a^k 
her tostay and sleep with me. A gooA 
night'9 rest wilj quite reeruit me.'^ 

" I ho'pe so, my dear girl/' said her 
ladyship ; '* you musl go to bed early 

to*night> 



to-night, to tnBke amends far yonr want 
of sleep. But, £llen> tell me what dresk 
ses shall we have ?" 

'' They eannot be too simple, in my 
optnion/' said £I]en ; " white sareenet 
frocks, ornamented with ivy, and wreaths 
of the same in our hair^ will be both be- 
eoming and elegant." 

" So it will/* eried lady Caroline ; *' I 
iBust run and tell Jemima and dariasa, 
for we are to be all dressed alike/* 

£Uen, onee more lePt to herself» began 
serh>ttsly to look baek on her past con« 
diiet ; she feared> that by not deeidedly 
repelling tbe atientions of lord Edwin, 
lahe had given not only oirenee, but great 
uneasiness to Miss Beanmont ; and she 
resoIved for the future to shun her loyer 
as mueh as possible^ and to atone^ by 
every aet of kind attention, for the un* 
intentional injury she had done her. Ac- 
eordingly^ when they met at dinner, El- 
]en replie4 in the sweetest manner to tbe 
]nquiries Clarissa was eompelled to make 

^ * after 
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after h^r health, and trted to draw her 
ipto coaversation ; but this was iiiiprae- 
tieable. ' 

Toall thepleasing endeavoilrs of EI- 
len^ MissBeaumont preserved a euttin^ 
eoldness of manner, that awakened the 
pride of our heroine, and brought the 
blood into her eheek. She turned, at 
length, tired of attempting a reeoneiiia'- 
tion with eiarissa, to tbe animated and 
spirited eontersation of Adblphus. 

They took their «vening's walk^ as 
iisual ; but Ellen contrived io eseape the 
arm of lord Edwin, and under eover oT 
conversing about the fefe, aeeepted that 
of youDg fieaumont and lady CiaroIiile« 

Mx)rtified and pained by fhis beha«> 
viour, his lordsbip returned to ihe Oastle^ 
nor did he venture to speak ta her du*^ 
-iring the remainder of the e^ening. What 
bis tongue refused to utter> his eyes be- 
'1>ayed; and EHen read in them the ten * 
itr reproaehes 1o whieh her altered man» 
"^tter bad given birth. 

By 



i 



THB HTPOeRlTE. 59 

By tbe advicQ of Jady Caroline, she 

retired early fo ber chain|)en She lo ng- 

ed to make her the eompanibn of her 

midnight visit; but Mrs. Mason bad re« 

quesfed her not tp mention it^ as the 

. yearly tribiite of aATeetion paid to the 

. memory of tbe eountess by her husband 

would then be discovered. Ellen took 

up a bopk^ in order to amuse herself un- 

til the arrival of Mrs. Mason ; she dis* 

missed Naomi, as she was often in the 

habit of doing, and sat down until the 

appointed hour should arrive. Mrs. Ma- 

son eame later than usual^ and Ellen felt 

Telieved by her presenee. 

" It is better than balfpast eleven, my 
. dear ehild/' said she ; '^ let us go down 
the baek stairs, and through the private 
way to tbe ehapel^ lest Mr. Deloraine 
should be obliged to wait at the otber 
door.^' 

Elkn threw over her light and graee- 
ful form a silk scarf ; and taking tbe aem 
of Mrs. Mason, stole softIy to the pr|vate 

o fi door 
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door of the ehapel : they entered ; all was 
dark an^ silent, save the lovelorn note of 
the nightingale, whieh poured forth its 
plaint]ve tenderness in one of the talt 
trees whieh overshadowed the ehapel. 
The moon east a dim and melanehoty 
light through the high-arebed painted' 
windows; and £llen felt an awe^ a dread 
by no means usual to her. 

Mrs. Mason hastened to light a part of 
the wax eandles, whieh were plaeed in a 
rieh gilt ehandelier, whieh was suspended 
from the roof of the chapel,and in a mo- 
ment the magnificent tomb of the eoun- 
tess was whoily ^isible. 

Ellen had seen it frequent1y berore, 
but never with the same sensations. The 
monument, whieh appeared to open, wa» 
a speeimen of the most exquisite work* 
manship; it represented the b€autiful 
person of the eountess as if in the aetion 
of raising the broken tomb, diseneum- 
bering herself from her grave-clothes ; 
and while she fondly presses to her bo- 
3 som 
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soiTi her re<-animated inratit, seems soar* 
ing rrom her prisoit to the glorious mao- 
sion oreterhal bliss; the tigures appear- 
ed to move, to breathe^ every gesture^ 
every look, was so faithfully portrayed. 
The enraptured gaze of astonishment, 
with whieh the rising saint views the near 
prospeet of opening heaven> was eharae- 
terized by a strength of expre^on whieh 
nothing but the inspiration of a master 
eould have performed. It was a perfect 
likeness of the unfortunate eountess^ the 
seulptor having been entrusted with her 
miniature for that purpose. 

Mrs. Mason^plaeed Ellen behind an- 
other monument^ w^iieh was opposite to 
that of Deloraine's adored wife, then 
hastened to unloek the door by whieh 
he always entered. 

^llen trembled with expectation ; she 
felt that jshe w^s doing wrongj in vioIa« 
ting the saeredness of his sorrows by he|r 
presenee; yet it was no eommon euri- 
osity that had impelled her to gratify her 

ardent 
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ardenr desire oP beholding the mueh-in- 
jured Deloraine. She listened, and 
thought she heard the tread of footsteps; 
and the next instant she saw two gentle- 
men enter, in deep mourning. They 
prostrated themselves before the foot of 
the monument ; while Ellen searee dared 
to breathe, lest she should lose a sound 
that might ieseape ihem. 

It was not diffico1t for ber to discover 
whieh was the sti)l-agonized husband of 
llie eountess; the deep sighs^nrhieh burst 
from his bosom^ the tears of bitter reeoK 
leetion whieh fjlled his large and beautl* 
ful blue eyes, betrayed ihat he was De- 
loraine ; while tbe friend that aceompa« 
ilied him> and whose eounlenanee bore 
marks of deep regret» of .sorrowing afiec<* 
tioUi stood with folded arms^ eontempla-» 
ting the tomb 6f the martyred eountess. 

Deloratne spoke first — " Another year 
'has passed, and I still drag on a melan'* 
eholy, eheerless existence; another year, 
olr, most adored ! and thy Edmund may 

ba 
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be peiinaitted to join thee and thy dear 
-babe ! Althea; my sainted wife ! look 
d6vrn froni thy b1issful mansion> and wit- 
iiess fhe unshaken eonstaney, the neyer- 
dying love of thy Edmund, the noble, 
the steady friendship of our dear Fitz- 
Aiibin ! saered to us both is the remem- 
branee of thv virtues — fresh in our minds 
the memory of thy wrongs ! Parewell, 
'sweet image of my murdered AUhea ; of 
my dear, ilMreated diild ! Oh, Father 
o;f merey, hear my prayer! — may thy 
-sin^ul ereature be allowed to mix with 
the pure imroorial spirit of his adored— 
may this visit be the last he will ever pay 
this dear and«icred reposit<Mry, in whieb 
his beart lies b«ried !" 

Taktng tke arm of the duke^ be tumed 
from the monimient ; ahd Ellen had a full 
\iew of tbe handsome fbature8 of both. 
Tbose of Deloraine fixed her attention ; 
sueb love, soeb eonslaney in aSeelion» 
mftcr the la|(seaf so many years, alleeted 
lier sensibly : Ae felt as if she eouU have 
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fallen at his feet, and worshipped bim ; 
ne^er'berore had she known sueh feel- 
ings; nothing but the injunction of Mrs. 
Mason eould have prevented her from 
rushing Trom the plaee of her xonceal- 
ment, and Tollowing the impulse of her 
strangeand undeSnable sensations. 

She saw him quit the ehapel^ and heard 
the door elose. It was then that she 
eame forward, and kneeling at the foot 
of the monument^ in the same spot on 
wbieh Deloraine had rested, she. raised 
her innoeent bands to h^ayen, in prayer 
for the happiness of him w^o had just 
quitted it— " Blest shade !" she exclaim» 
^d^ /' accepjt, the heartfelt sorrow^ the 
tender sympathy of one, a stranger to 
thy e|ccellencies, excfpt by.name ! Oh 
that it may be my happy destiny to be 
loved so fondIy, «o fjEiithrulIy, as thoii 
art ! death would be a weleome visitor, 
if be eould ensure me sueh matehless 
tenderness as tbat I have jttst witness- 

Ellea 
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Ellen rose at the re-opening of tbe 
door. It was Mrs. Mason, whp, hasti|y 
ext]nguishing the) lights^ eondueted tbe 
trembiing girl sa^e baek to her ehambe^. 
Out of aiTeetion^ Mrs, Mason otTered to 
remain, whieh was gladly aeeepted by 
Ellen. Tired and unwell^ notwithstand- 
in^ her inelination to talk^ and ber &€• 

4 

eret reluetanee to go to bed, that bed ip. 
whieh the ill-fated eountess had breathqd 
her last, on that night sixteen years ago^ 
Ellen fell into a heavy slumber ; while 
Mrs, Mason^ too mueh aAeeted by the 
remembrance.of that dreadful night, lay 
awake by her side^ moi$tening I^er pillow 
"witYi her tears. 

t 

Nor was the faUbful and aiTeetionate 
nurse of tbe eountess tbe only one whose 
rest was disiurbed. Deloraine^ on ar* 
riving at tbe fyrfn, bad learnt from dame' 
Hamely of tbe party thfn at tbe Gastle;. 
fired with tbe idea of Gourleney'a being 
so near him, be feh a strong iaellMti^n 
to seek bim^ and demand an expbination. 

Qf 
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of the.reason *(^hy he had kept baek the 
letters of the eountess.? . The advice of 
bis friend, the duke of Fitz-Aubin; how- 
ever/changed his intention. 

" Leave the dissembling hypoerite, 
the base deserter of his wife and ehild- 
ren> to tbe justice of . Heaven« my dear 
Edmund !^ said the duke ; " his hour is 
not yet eome. After smofhering your 
resentment for so many years^ do not let 
it now burst forth anew; he has not 
eommitted any fresh aet of perGdy^ ther^- 
fore suffer him to eontinue where he is^ 
s^nd enjoy the harvest of his villany« un- 
ti) the Almighty sees fit to eall him to aa 
aeeount for his misdeeds.^ 

Deloraine yielded to the good sense df 
his friend ; but be eould not ealm the 
agitation of his $pirits, nor the feverish 
inquietude of his mind, brought on by 
bis reeent visit to the tomb of bis never- 
to-be-forgotten wife. Sleep refused to 
V4sit hts weary eyelids, and the heaviness 
Qf his eyes^ and tbe paleness of his eheek» 

betrayed 
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betrayed the absenee of his nigbt s ref- 
polfe. 

The earriage ifvhich was to convey him- 
baek.to Ihe hunting-lodge of the duke 
bad seareely quitted the rarai^ when lady 
Garoline and Ellen Woodville enterrd it. 
The latter^ in hopes of proeuring anotKer 
sight of Peloraine, had proposed to ber 
ladyship to eall and fetch the little boy^ 
whose round, smiling face, and ]mttj 
roanners^ had so mueh delighled tben. 
Ellen eaught a glimpse of the ehariot, 
w'hieh was unobserved by her friend, and 
all her hopes tvere thus at an end. 

Dame Homely, proud of the notiee 
taken of her grandson^ dre«ed him io bis 
bes^ dothes^ to aeeompany the bdies to 
the Gasile ; and upon Ellen's admirtog 
his Uvely, intelligent dark eyes, she 
eould not refrain from sayiog^ tbat Billy 
was reekoned to be the image of his 
mother. 

*' Your ladyship was too yonng to re* 
«lember my daughter Susan; bttt thdugh 

Isay 
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Isay it^, that am her mother, a prettier 
girl was not often to be seen than Sue ; 
her eyes were as blaek as a eoal, just like 
Bill's, and her eolour was as fresh as a 
rose; always cheerful, always merry. 
Ah, dear heart ! but ^e was a good deal 
altered when I savr ber this summer ; she 
had lost part of her fine eolour ; to be 
.sure, she is now the mother of flve ehild- 
ren, and anolher eomlng, and that will 
make some diSerenee in a woman's 
.looks. " 

" I hope she has got a good husband," 
.id lady Caroline ; " I have often heard 
y mother speak of your two handsome 
lughters, Mrs. Homely." 
" Thank God, both Cicely and her sis* 
T have no eause to eomplain o( their 
jsbands!" replied the farmer's wife; 
they are very good men, and do all they 
m to make them happy ; they want for 
Dthing, that's one eomrort. Cicely has 
ot eight ai fine boys and girls as I would 
i^ to see ; aod her husband's rormer 
niaster, 
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tnaster^ the good duke of Fitz-Aa1ia, is 
so Tond of them» and so kind to (Sedr 
and her husband, that tbere is oo fcar of 
their doing well in the world." 

Lady Garoline espresed her atiiGie- 
tion at sueh agreeable intelligenee ; dien 
promising to send little Billy bome in 
the evening, she took leaTe of his grand- 
mother, and with Ellen and the ehild re- 
turned to the Gastle. 

""' I think this boy's resemblanee to hit 
mother/' said her ladyship, ^' will prD« 
duee some ehange in the features of 
Gourteney^ ^should he haYe beeo the 
c:ause of her elopement; wateh him well, 
Ellen^ while I introduee him to the ehild.'' 

'* I will, to oblige you," replied El- 
en ; *' but my lire upon his innoeenee ! 
thiBk Mr. Courteney the last man in 
he world to injure the peaee of any 
>ne— *especialiy an innoeent and helpless 
^oman." 

Her ladyship eondneted her ytning 

cfatf ge 
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tKarge iirst to the hdusekeeper'8-room> 
that he might have some Truit and eakes^ 
and then to the apartment of the hypo« 
ertte. Lady Oaroline tapped at his door, 
and inquired iPshe might enter? Cour- 
teney opened it immediately^ and seem- 
ed surprised to see her ladyship and El- 
len WoodvilIe^ with a ehild. 

" I ara eome/' said lady CaroIine« " to 
shew yoif this prettyboy, whieh we have 
brought home this moming ; is he not a 
sweef ereature ? Can yQague8&.who he 
belongs to ?*' , 

" No> indeed I eannot/' replied Cour* 
teney^ taking the ehild by the hand. 

'' Have you never seen a eount^naitee 
like his?"' eontinued lady CaroIine ; '' re- 
eolleot yourseir — surely his blaek eyes 
and dimpled eheeks must remind you of 
some person yoo have Tormerly seen. " 

Courteney felt confused and uneom- 
fortable. They eertainly did remind hioi 
of ^n^ whom he wished entirely to for« 
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^61 ; but thus ealied upon by lady Caro« 
liiie^ he knew not what to answer. 

*^ Surely/' eried her ladyship, looking 
full in his Taee, " you eannot have en^ 
tirely lost all remembranee of Susan 
Homely ?" 

Leoppld started^ his face beeame ashy 
pale» and he dropped the hand of the 
little boy. 

Lady Garoline east a look towards EU 
len. '^ Is he not very like his mother ?" 
said she; *' kiss the dear ereature. I 
thought you would be glad to see Susan's 
ebild, for I have been told how good, 
bow kind you were to his mother." 

Gonrteney soon recovered himseir; 
but the suspieions of her ladyship were 
eonSrmed. Pressing his polluted lips to 
those of th'e innaeent infant of the be- 
trayed^ the ruined Susan, he said, with af- 
fected kindness— ^' I am indeed pleas^d 
to see this fine little boy«-and^ now you 
bring her to my mind^ confess that he is 

very 
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v"erjr like his mother. — How old are you, 
wywart, 2Jfid what is your name? — l ara 
mueh obliged to your ladyship for taking 
ttit'ti'ouble to profure me so pleasing a 
«ight." ^ 

•' ^* I thdught you would," replied lady 
CaroHne, in a'tone oF voiceBy no tneans 
c6nsolatory to the feeHngs of C6urte- 
«ey ; '* you were so mueh interested in 
the welfare of Susan, and took sueh pains 
to recover her, arter she had left my mo- 
<her, that I broiight her son on purpose 
to see you/* 

** You are very good/* said Courte- 
ney— at the same time that he wished her 
^t the bottom of the Red Sea. 

*' How it must have rejoiced you, 
d«ar Mr. Courteney, to hear of Susan*s 
marriage — to learn that she waS restored 
to her parents — that she wa« a wife, and 
likely to be a happy one !** 

" Certainly, lady CaroHne, sueh intel- 
ligenee must have been pleasing to all 

the 
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the TamHy — to every one that had par- 
taken of 'the hospitality of Homely 
Partn." 

'^ But to t/ou in partieular^ I shoiiU 
hifiagilie/' 

Gourteney agssin tttHhed pale— t* And 
^hy to me, tedy <5aroline^'' 

^ Seeanae you took ao mueh pains to 

instruet the poor girl^ to form her mind 

to every sreligious and mond dtity^ to di- 

i'eet her m Ihe paths 'of virtue, and to fit 

her for immortality. The bare prpba* 

biKty, iafter this^ of Susan's doing wrpng> 

of her Torgetting the excellent lessons 

you had^ ^rtth se mueh beneyolenee and 

dismterested kindness, taugbt her^ must 

have heen extremely painful to a heart 

]ifce yours; and to lesBn that she was 

tnarried, and beeome a respeetable mem« 

ber of soeiety^ must therefore be to t/ou 

highly gratifying, as it proves that all 

your good preeepts ha^e not been ei* 

tber forgotten or lost npen her/* 

voi^ IV. z ^ourteney 



t 
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. Genirteney: breathed agaln — '^ ^09 
only," saidh^* " do jwstice to wbat I 
have felt upon this oeeasion ; I own thaf 
} 'did Teel inrerested in the fate of Susan 
Ilomely ; none more sineerely lam^nted 
her mysterioils Aighty none mpre anxi- 
ously sought to tind out the plaee and 
the eause of her eon^eealment thaa nny* 

^Cflfr" X ' ' 

'' The eause is kno«yn to»He|iVje«/' re^ 
plied her ladyship^ gravely ; *' but,rhav^ 
no doubt that^ one day or other, tbe tfue 
motiye of her elopement from the adr 
rantagepu^ prptection.of my mQ[ther wiU 
eome to^light; m.urder will. out, you 
kaow,. Mr. Gourteney !— Cojn^, EUeti^ 
we have already taken up too miteh or 
hisftin(ie, ye.t h?vjrvg aATorded him sueh a 
gri^;i(iGatioA as the present must plead 
oJ(}r excu^e/' ^ 

^' Npw^ Ellen/' hai^tily exc]ai(iied lady 

CAro\ine, " whftt,do,.you think of Gour^ 

eney's inAOO^nee? did you not nurk 

his 
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his so^^kn start» and the ehattge» of his 
eoutitenanee^ on whteh gttilt was plainly 
stamped?'' 

*^ Dearest lady. Garoline, thts hasty 
eondemnation of a man whose eharaeter- 
has hitherto been inreproachable> is not 
like yoiirself. You entered his ehamber* 
pre^iisposed to think ill of him, and yoa 
quitted it^ therefore^ with all your suq4^ 
eions confirmed» I ^eertatnly saw him 
start at tbe name of Susan, and ehange 
eolour more than oaee; but» my dear 
iriend, might not this proeeed from dno- 
ther eause than gaiit f it is not impossir 
ble or improbbble but that Mn Gourte* 
ney^ feeling, I suppose^ in some respeeta 
like other men^ might hayebeen attaeh- 
ed to Susan. If he loved her, his agita'-. 
tion on beholding her son. thus unex- 
peetedly brought befoTe him^on being. 
qaestioned eoneerning her«---nay«. eveix 
on hearing her name mentioned, is no 
moret than natural; and I am far more 
inelined to believe that this was really 

a2 the 
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the ease;, tlian that he tvas tbe xai}se af 
her elopement ; to give eredit to the^lat- 
ter^ to tnake him out to be a cool> deli^ 
Tserate sedueer^ is to strip him of eyeYy 
manly ^uality^ every moral virtue. Par* 
^n me^ dear lady Garoline, but I eaniuit 
<roufitenance you in yoiir unfortunate 
|)rejudice against this excellent and un- 
oHeiiding man/' 

^* Let the subject rest then^ my dear 
£llen> sinee it is the oniy one on whieh 
we are at all likely to disagree/* 

^ But, my dear iady Caroline,^wiIl y ou 
iiot e<ideavour to get rid of this sudden 
^islike whieh you have taken to your 
preeeptor ?•* 

*' My dislike is not sudden/' replsed 
lier iadyship^ ^' although it has'lately 
been strengthened. From several eireum- 
stanees, too triHing to mention^ I hav4e 
for a long while suspeeted that Courte- 
siey was not the. man of God» the hum- 
ble, dnassuming eharaeter he was believ- 
ed to be. Tbe momenl the idea of his 

being 
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iieiDg'a hypoerile entered my mind^ z\t 
respeet and veneration vanisbed. I have 
m^^eir no doubt or his being the eause 
of Susan's Aight ; and I have lately noti* 
eed seyeral little things^ whieh have eoik- 
firmed me in my former opinion^ f hat he- 
is at heart very diSerent from vrhat be 
appeank Let us^ however> ehange the 
conversatiQn ; if I am wroi^, I sbaU ra^ 
ther rejoice than repine ;• but, until it 
ean be proved that roy ideas are errone* 
ous» they m\l remain uiiebaitgeable/^ 

£Ilen perceived that^ like tbe mar^uia^ 
her friend woold not bear eoi^radi^lion ; 
jio good was ever to be gained by 
thwartingher opinions^ and she ther^* 
.fore dropped the subject, coxvvinced that 
»o eIoquence> however powerful, coul4^ 
reffl0ve any dislike>^ or conquer any pre«- 
judice oaee eatertained by lady Caroline;< 
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CHAP. III. 

-All' wa« rtow btiGdle and preparation 
against thtfSte; sir William Litburne and 
general'Aehrord'sTamilres bad ealled^ and 
the yoHnger part'of eaeh were highly 
pleased by'lheprospeet »of so agreeable 
an a nmseni e n t • « ■ 

^^ many that vttr€ invitediiired at the 
distanee 6f 8evera1 miles^ beds were 
makte 'Up 'lai' ihetn at the Cast]e ; lady 
e^rotineresigned'her apartments for that 
Dight^ !n4cfindingio slee|i wlth'her favour- 
ile'; '^ss^ Beaumont «lyas tilso to share 
her inolhef% ehamber; and the res't of 
thc^ai<ty wcTefequa1Fy aeeommodating : 
by Ihis meaTO above t^wentybed^ were at 
the serwe-or tlhese^who might wish to 
aeeept of them. 

Among the eards that had been issued, 
one was ordered to be leit at the hunting 
Ibdge of the duke of Fitz-Aubin^ in ease 

his 



htsgrade ehaneed to be there. This was 
- inore a miBitter of f6rni than any thiog 
eke^ as very little infercourse had been 
kerpt up between th^ two families sinee 
the death of the eountess ; they had oc- 
easionally met at seleet pariies, bowed 
civ)Ily^ perkaps exchanged a iew eom* 
mon-plaee words^ and separated wiih na 
trait.of former kindness ; the feel}ngs of 
the duke not permitting him lo behave 
as usual to the too rigid father of Althea» 
and the earKs regard having suSered a 
eheek from the eoldand ahefed hianne^ 
oftheduke. \ r^ 

Lady GaroHne had neveT^ beert favour- 

ed with aaight of this highly-interesting 

* 

eharaeter. She^ as well as Ellen^ felt cu- 
rious to know whether he would aeeept 
the invitat}on, should he be at the lodge^ 
both prayed that he might, for both ad^ 
mired and esteemed the noble friendof 
the unhappy lovers. 

At length the day arriyed whieh ^vas 
to eelebrate the birth of the young ihar* 

e4 ehioaess» 
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ebioness^ and fo display the taste and 
fancy of lady CaroIine and her &vourite. 
The suit of rooms allotted for eompany 
were, by the express desire of lady Garo- 
line, open only to herselT and her auxi- 
Jiaries> so that her own family were as 
ignorant Qf her designs as those who 
were lOYited to the/ite^ 

By eight o'eloek m tbe evening all 
the lamps were Iighted> and every thing 
was ready for her ladyship's final inspee* 
tion. Perfectly satisSed^ she hastened to 
the apartment where her unele and the 
lest of tbe ^amily were assembled^ and 
with a eountenanee expressive of her 
hopes and her kind intentions^ she eonr 
dueted them to the illuminated ebamber^»» 
'^As they entered^ the band struek up a 
keautirul pieee of musie^ whieh heigh- 
lened the pleasing e0ect of all around 
them. 

" Surely/' exclaimed the earl, *' this 

j;s Elysium^ CaroIine, instead pf Mprti- 

,iner Gastle I** 

Sueh 
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Sueh it indeed appeared to allpiresent.^ 
The iinely-disposed walks ot the gatden'' 
were splendidly illuminated with Ytrie-- 
gated lamps ; the trees^ whieb were dis- 
persed on the lawn^ werehung with the* 
sdrae; diATerent bands of musie were 
pkced> at proper intenrals^ between the 
elusters of shrubs, and by their unespeet- 
ed harmony prddueed'the mott agteeable 
snrprise; seats were earried roimd the 
lawn^ and a beautiful tent fixed up^ at 
the extremity> opposite to the baH-room,- 
whieh was so managed as to appear inr- 
some respeets a eonttnualioii of the iame:' 
the rdlding.glass-doors of the latter were 
thrown opeir ; at one end * an oreheter» 
had been ei'eeted for the miMciaDt« 
round the pilIarsof whieh were twioe&^ 
the sweetest ' fibwefs ; : eadi nde of the 
rb om was deeorated with the Ghoiem 
shrubs and hot*house plantai, whieh seot 
forth a steam of rieh perfome« 

From the eeiKng was ^nispeitded three 
bieautiful lamps of exquisite wiMrkman^ 



J 
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sbip ; ^fb<M Wtne^ ^€ve kung Tound ihe 
aparttnent rormed the ini-tbls of the 
inarchioin^s6's name ; antt, in several 
parts 6f tWe g^rden^ ihe words *' love and 
friehdsbip'* were irisible. The «wpper 
room^^ and tbose for tea and coShe,\iere^ 
laid out wi^b ^qual tast^. The air %va!s 
impregnated ^ith tbe delieious odours 
from the various Aowers tbat adorned 
them, between wbieh wereplaeed eouehes 
of r^se-eoloured silk, for'the eooipany 
to rest on. In addhion to the light aP- 
forded by the rartegated lamps; eaeh 
ap^rtment had sinTilan: on^ to those whieh 
bitng from tbeirbo^ of l1i€ ball-Toora, and 
wbieh eontributed to Tdnder vis{ble tbe 
beautifuUy painted eeilrngs of tbe. sup- 
per-^room, ^he^ aiitidiaiaber, and the 
gratid refre^meiiit-r.OBom. 

JLord MortimWr abd aU his f2m^rlv^m&-« 
fi4fested thBir approhaiibn.arid pleeltore 
at tbis aATeetrouate ptoior or.bdy O&iM 
lilie''s taste. TheiRwrehiohessyas ^er^ad 
the words^ and sawtheiDitiai^ ebiild.not 
3 i help 
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lielp expressing her gratitude m the most 
lively terms ; while lady CaroTine good 
naturedly deelared ihat she was^.ehieAy 
indebted to Ellen^ whose superior judg- 
ment had been her direetor and guide in 
the management of the whole. 

" Where is my lovely friend ?** ex- 
elaimed the marehioness; *^ I needed nol 
this additional mark of her aiTeetron/' 
' Ellen sprang Torward^ to kiss- the ex- 
tended hand of Jemima> who, throwing 
iier arms round the graceful girl, pressed 
her to lier bosom — '* Beloved Ellen t**^ 
said she, '^ I feel 'so happy to-night, in 
^eing tbus surrounded by beings that 
strive who shall most eouTinee me af 
thehr regard, that I have nb wish ungrati- 
]fied — unless, rndeed, it is that of having 
my father and Dora amotig this afl5;ctioh- 
ate eirele/' 

The eompany now began to assemble; 
'"atird as the Lisburnes aitd AshfoTds were 
'apt>rized of the dress ta be worn by the 
ladieb'of the Cafstle, they had, 'out-of 

E 6 Gompliment^ 
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eompliment^ ehosen the same^ as weli as 
Beveral of their a€qiiaintance. Lady Ca* 
raline, aeeording to her iirst intention« 
and sorely to the ehagrin of lord Edwin, 
gave the hand of. Ellen to Mr. Lisburne^ 
eiarissa^ however, eontrary to her expec- 
tation, engaged herself to.the inarquis^ 
whose eyes, as they iixed on her innoeent 
rival, betrayed enough to eonArm the 
surmises of Gourteney^ and to strengthea 
the fears of Miss Beaunwnt. ^ 

Nothing eould be more favourable 
ihan the weather ; not a brec2e ruSled 
the foliage of the trees ; and it was there- 
fore deeided tbat the danee should be ob 
the Iawn« Ko sooner were the eouples 
Tormed, than the unseen minstrels began 
their anitnating strains ; and Ellen's 
spirits ros^ in proportion as she beeame 
exhilarate4 by exercise^ and the ^airy 
seenes around her; her beauty, her good- 
.nature, and thehlis$ful e^pressipn of:her 
^ppy eountenaiiee^ h/ecajne the $ubJ£ct 
4pf gen^sral conversation ; and by. : the 

eioie 
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ihe seeond danee was oYer, all the young 
wdmen were anxious to gain the friend- 
ship of EUen, \fhile their brothers were 
equally solieitous to seeure tbe envie/l 
.prize of her hand. No sentiment of en* 
vy filled any heart but that of Miss Beau- 
mont; Ellen's smile, Ellen's yoiee, ex- 
eited but one feeling« and that was in- 
terest. 

Lord Edwin^ partly a convert to th« 
,vile insinuations^ and still viier eounsels 
.of his tutor^ felt the most poignant eon- 
eern at the eonduet of EHen ; she^ hadl 
evidently avoided him sinee the avowaI 
of his passioR; and tbough he had sought 
every opportunity of speaking to her 
privale!y^ be had been. foiled in eaeh 
attempt. He now foUowed her sinS 
young Lisburne iato the refreshment<- 
4:9ocp/where a new band of inusie greet* 
4td their arrivaL Wilh a hesitaling voice, 
aiid % /a^tB strongty . ehlraelerlstie of bis 
feeliogs, ^his lordship salieited ^the idi^ 
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n6iif of beeoming her partner far the 
iiext danee. 

Ellen was going to deeline; but his 
sister^ who sat next her, said — ^' Do not 
refuse, liiy dear friend ; Glarissa's ehoiee 
of to-tiight shews so mueh eapriee and ill- 
nature^ that I feel perfectly exonerated 
from studying her pleasure any longer. 
Let Edwin therefore resume his former 
pleasing situation i and Clarissa will be 
reminded of the old saying of ' those 
wbo will not when they tnay— * you 
know the rest^ Ellen/* 

Her friend smiled ; and lord Edwin, 
overjoyed> plaeed himself by the side of 
•his beautiful mistress. - '^ 

He had jiisl taken the hand of Ellen^ 
lo^reeotiduet bep to the lawn^ when the 
inarquis> who had vain1y endeavoured 
to get rid of his' i^artner, hla^tetied to* 
wards then»; ^' l sc^/' said he> ift a tone 
ioi evident YexatidR/'^ tbat-l aM arrive4 
MKi late ; tbe £eatu%cs -di «Edwin al]l>w of 
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no Impe for me. .May'lAatter myseir, 
tny dear Miss Woodville, that you will 
favGur me when you are disengaged ?" 

Ellen^ with her usual sweetness^ as- 
sured him that she would danee with him 
the next time. 

The face oP the marquis brightened ; 
be kissed her hand and retired. . 

Lord Mqrtimer was in high spirits ; 
his family had seldom seen bim so lively 
as he now was; he walked up and down 
fhe lawn, tirst with one and then with 
the other of the guests; and his sister 
observed to her husband, that he looked 
ten years younger than he bad dane a 
week ago. 

Gourteney saw with pleasure the tri- 
ditrph of his pupil, as he led Tortb EUrn . 
WoodA'ille^ and the inereased displeasure 
of M4ss Beaiimont : he heard also -0^ EU 
len-'s promis^ to the marquis with malig- 
Aant s^tisfaction ; boping/ troitt hts too- 
evideut admiratlon, to be^able ib draw 
f&rfb th^ na't*fafl*3ealoiisy' or%is'Wifc. 
^; ' l Mist 
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Miss Beaumont deelined daneing for t&e- 
present; and taking the ready arm of 
fhe hypoerite, ehose a seat where they 
couId-obseFve the nK)tions add looks o£ 
lord Edwin and his partnen 

ekrissa saw the earnatioh on the fair 
ebeek of her rival deepen, and she judg- 
ed, from the melting sofinesis visible iiv 
the eyes of her truant Iover, that the 
tenderness of his feelings eoutd only* 
make; ehoiee of one subjecl to diseourse 
on. She turned pale as death ; and* 
Gourteney, w.ho feared lest she shoiild- 
faint) soothed her by assuranees that lord- 
Edwin should still be hers, prQvided that 
she would but agree to be governed by 
him. He then eondueted her into the 
ho^e, where,.after-» proeuring. some re- 
^reshment, he diselosed the purport of 
his pkn, by whieh the innoeetit Ellea 
was fo be disg^eed in the opinion of the- 
family, and bei^elf £nally beeome ther 
wife of iord Bdwin.. 

While this diabolieal eony^ation wa» 
, . f assing. 
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passing between Miss Beaamoiit 9SDd 
Courteney^ Ellen was obliged to listeo 
•to the tendeF reproaehes of her partner^ 
who again assured her that it was impos- 
sible Tor bim to love aay other beii^ 
than herseir — that the eooduet of Claris- 
sa had disgusted him as a lover, and thai 
it had weakened even the esteem he had 
always felt for ber as the eompanion oT 
his ehildhood. 

'' Say, dearest Ellen» ean a heart like 
yours wish me to devote the whole of my 
fu(ure life to a woman I eannot lo^e, 
and with wht^m I must be miserable? 
the moment I (irst beheld you at the ion^ 
that short interview convinced me ihat I 
wa^.no longer master of my afiections; 
I pined in seeret^ with the fear of not 
being able lo discover you — all my fofr* 
mer pleasures eeased to please — ^I grew 
restless and unhappy— and, wben oea^ 
s\m\ oiTered^ rambled from plaee to plaee^ 
in hopes of iinding out yopr abode« 1 ' 
%vas thus employed when voa arri vedat 

' '• 1 
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iriy inother^s ; and I was returning^ 
'Wretehed and disappointed, to the very 
home whieh eontained my souTs dearett 
Ireasure. Oh, EUen, and was I thus pet- 
mitted again to behold you, to live un- 
der the same roof, only to beeome the 
'object of your teorn ?" 

*' You are my friend,** replied EHen ; 
•' let that saered name assure you of my 
good wishes." 

" Lovely girl ! tell me by what tender 
artifice I may convert that saered name 
hito onestill dearer? Oh, B'len, I would 
sacrifice my existence to be blest one 
day wilh thy und!vided love !'* 

Ellen felt her heart throb quicker 
than usual; the musie, the danee, the 
ebarming seenery around her, the per- 
suasive lobks, and tender'voice of lord 
Edwin, all eonspired to soften and to be- 
tray her aiTeetions. They were standing 
at the bottom of the danee, her hand was 
pressed gently ih that of lord Edwin; a 
mpre bandsome^ a more se^ueing formgt 

eould 
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eould'nbt have been placcdbefore lier ; 
Ellen Tound her Srmness, fier resolution 
^rieldhig, and Ibrd Edwin Telt hei^trem- 
hle, and saw fbe varying eolour on her 
ektek, as she vainly endeavoured to 
avoid his eloquent and impassioned gaze. 

*' Say; lovely Ellin, one word of eom- 
fort to an unfortunate, who, dotrng io 
madness, yet dares not hope to inspire 
reeiproeal reelings ! Ellen, my sweetest 
love, were I but free to solieit the en- 
vied blessing.of this soft hand, were I 
but lieensed to adore you, would you, 
as now, refuse to listen to me ? or 
tnay I eherish the presumptuoiis thought 
of being eapable of rendering myself 
worlhy to bc beloved by ifou? Oh, EI- 
len, iTyou knew theeestaey whieh dwells 
in that idea — in the bare possibility of 
being the object eapable of inspiring you 
with a Iove like my own, you would not 
' hetiitate to aeknowledge what would ren- 
der me blest in*tccd !" 

Tbe eompany now began to.return to 
•• • tho 
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the house, and Ellen motioned to folIovr 
thein* 

Lonl Edwin gently detained her— n 
" Ariswer me, my sweet Ellen : ob^ wby 
so tardy in eomplying with the request 
tif pne who would fain live but for you V 

*' How, my lord, ean I reply to your 
question^" saiil Ellen, greatly embarrasa* 
ed^ ** without vioIating the native deKeai- 
cy of my sex.? of what importanee h h 
to yoo> who are destined to beeome the 
husband of anolher^ whether my heart^ if 
permitted to make its own e)ecttan« 
would refuse or aeeept the oirer of 
yours ? Let us retiirn, my lord» I be* 
seeeh of you ; and at least be convinced* 
tbat if I did not highly esteem you^ I 
should not feel thus agitated from being: 
obliged to remind you that your engage- 
ments render it improper for me to listen 
to you tigain on the same subject." 

The voice^ the manner, the uninten^ 
tionally tender lopk of Elleo, betrayed. 
ivhat sbe wished for ever to be eoneealed^ 

« 

fLO£dt 
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lA>fd ^dwin felt their power ; he felt 
nlso that he was not the object of her in^ 
di^Terenee or seorn^ but of her*love; 
pressing, lberefore, her hand rapturously 
to bis a^, he led her into the Gastle, . 
where she was met by his sister and 
Adolphus Beaumont; the former took 
the ann of Elkn^ and their partners mix* 
ed among the erowd. 

■ 

*' Do I look happy ?" asked her Iady« 
ship ; '' I think I must ; I knew that my 
system was a good one» and that^ how* 
ever Adolphus might for a time pay ho<* 
magelto the risingsun^ yet eventually he 
woukl he eontented with one of its sate- 
lites/' 

^' What do you mean, my dear lady 
Caroline P you eertainly look more than 
usually cheerful ; but may I inquire what 
has oeeasioned it ?'* 

*' V Yo« shall know all when we are 
alone» Ellei) ; at present I shall only say, 
that Adolphus i$ my vei7 bumble servant^ 

mv 
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my trde-and faitbful s1ave^ and that I am 
in the best tempe'T imagipable. I reaUy 
belierei. if the truant waa to ask. me to 
run away with bim to Gretna-Green^ 
that I should. be iniinitely top good^^na* 
tured to refuse hitn." 

Eilen. smiled^ and pressing ttir^ettoir- 
ately the hand of her ^riend» said~'^ My 
dearest lady CaroIine, meril^ beauty> jind 
liberality of soul; sueh- as yourp^ eamiot 
fail to s^eure, in the fi;rmest manner^ the 
heart of a lover^ sinee you ppssessiso en«> 
tirely those of your ^riends/' 

'* Ah> Aaltererl" eried her ladyship, 
*' how easily ean I prove th« l^Ha^'^y of 
your opinion ! look at the sullen^ dtseon- 
tented. darissa^ the eompatiion of my 
early y^ars ; tell me what traee» are thsre 
in'ber eountenaoee of our former kind* 
ness ? yet I will not murmur^, sinee^ if I 
have lost one friend^ I have gainedan* 
other in. Ellen WoodviIIe^ who» I may 
proudly boast^ is every thuig; that I 

eould 



THK Hypx)caiTB. 95 

t:6u1d msh, > either as a sistier or • a 
rriand/' 

JiX tbename orsister^ the blood rusb* 
ed into.the face and neek of Ellen. 

**. Ab, sly one^" said ladj . Garoline, 
gaily^ '^ r am mueh mistaken if you 
would quarrel with the gipsey now^ were 
a^ part of her propheey to eome true. 
Haive you any dislike^ Ellen^ to the letter 
W ? perhaps it- would be. more agree** 
able wiih.an Eplaeed befbre it ? but 8ee> 
where tbe marquis hastens towards us; 
God help us! it is a.sad.thing, after all, 
to.be more than eommonly handsome^ 
islnee even young married men will stray 
From the side of their wives." 

^' CaroIine>V said her brotber, taking- 
^narm of eaeb, '^the earl requests your 
attendanee in the balKroom ;" then turn- 
ing to Ellen, '* may I hope that you will 
not be.too mueh fali^ued to favour me 
witKyj(M(ix haud the ensuing danees ? Lis- 
burne is seeking you all over the lawn— • 
but I shall rely upon. your.pron)ise." 

Ellf 
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Ellen eonsented, aind yet she would 
willingly have excused herself; the hinl 
t>f lord Edwin, and the looks pf the mar- 
quis, made her feel iineotnrortable if she 
t:hanced tobe alone Wrth hitii) yet sTie 
eliuld not deny his reqtiest without he^ 
traying that sueh were her sentiments. 

L'ady earoline now quitted them, to 
j6in her unele ; and thte marqt]is exult- 
ingly led his partner to where the sets 
vrere forming. Miss Beanmont was walk-^ 
iBg With the inarehloness; when Ellen 
and her eompanioti passed ; Jemirna 
nodded aATeetionately to Ellen, then ttirn* 
ing to eiarissa, said— *' How loveIy that 
dear girf looks to-night ! her eolinte- 
nanee is so perfectly emblematieal oT 
her mind, that if ever I'am indined to 
be nervoits, the sighl of it instantly re* 
^tores me to serenity." 

^' May it nevey provB t)therwise tban 
pleasing to you^ my dear marehioness V* 
repHed Mlss Beaumont ; " but /, who 
have suflferied so severelj^ Trom her beau- 
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ty, eannot ^oin with you in praising the 
tranquillizing eATeets or her Teatures: to 
me, who have lost the heart of lord Ed- 
win through her artiliees andlier eharms, 
f be sight of her produees far diSerene 
emotions." 

*^ My dear eiarissa, you injure my 
.frrend.deeply, by giving way to sueh un- 
^enerous suspieions ; the soul of Ellen 
is as free from biemtsb as her form : I am 
confident tJiat she would be the last girl 
in the world to seduee Edwin from your 
soeiety/' 

'* Oh that you may nevcr hav€ eause 
to lametit your blind partiality/' said 
Miss Beaumont, " or to regret, when too 
late^ your own eredulity and want of 
judgment^ in throwiag sueh a strong 
temptation in the way of the young and 
inipetuous marquis!" 

'* The ciarquis !" hastily exclaimed \m 
wire ; " H€aven$, Cizns^ ! are you not 
eontented wilh wishing ta prove my 
Triend but too soseeptible to tbe virtues 

vou IV* ^ o*" 
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of Edwin ? must you brand her also "witli 

•thedetestable nairre of a coquette, and df 

the worst kind, were she eapable df 

-triAing with a married man, and that man 

'the husband of one who loves her ? Oh, 

how ean you sutTer yourself to be guilty 

^/"sueheruel injustice? how ean you wish 

to ealumniate a girl likeEIIen, who never, 

during the whole time that I have known 

her, eommitted one aetion, or said one 

word, that I eould find oeeasion to een- 

sure ?'^ 

" My opinion of her was onee nearly 
as favourable as yours/' replied darissa. 
'' You err, howeyer, if you think thart I 
am the only person who sees and 
trembles for the consequences of Miss 
WoodviIIe^s duplieity ; there is one 
whose ttame, did I but dare to utter it, 
would stamp my words with iruth. Ah, 
my dear marehioness, you eannot be 
more unwilling than I was to believe any 
thing unfavourable of EUen ; but my 
kind and fricndly monitor warned me 

against' 
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dgainst tny foo1ish confidence iu the in- 
noeeney of her appearanee. Convinced 
at iength of what gave me indeseribable 
pain^ I am desirous to save you from be* 
eoming another dupe, from 'losing, as I 
liave done^ the aSeetion of hitn I eonsi- 
dered as my futur€ husband. Turn your 
eyes, dear Jemima, on the animated 
eountenanee of the marquis ; see how he 
gazes on the blushing face of the i^eem^ 
ingly artless Ellen ! are those the looks 
whieh j/our husband ought to bestow^ or 
j/otir friend receive ? My dear marehio- 
ness, how you tremble ! — sit down — shall 
I fetch you any thing ? for God's sake 
recover yourself, or you will betray what 
nothing but my regard for you should 
have tempted me to diselose.'* 

The marehioness was wbunded in the 
only vulnerable plaee. No po^yer on 
earth eould have shaken her confidence 
in Ellen's eandbur and sineerity; even 
now she doubted whether she was to 



blame; but she saw enough in the ad- 

F 2 miring 
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miring eyes of her husband to aflarm her 
suspieions, and excite her jealousy. 

^* I am extremely faint, darissa/' said 
the marehioness'; '* let us retire to the 
eoATee-room. Do not be alarmed — I will 
not mention to any human being what 
you have just told me." 

Miss Beaumont now conjJuctecl the 
trembling wife of the raarquis to the re- 
freshm^nt ehamber ; they sat down on 
one of the eouehes, where they might 
converse more freely. Gourteney, who 
had watehed their Hiovements, and by 
'whose advice darissa had thus began his 
plan on the marehioness, now joined 
them, and expressed his fears that the 
latter had over-fatigued herself. Unable 
to reply to him, she burst intd tegrs, and 
confessed that her agitation proeeeded 
from her mind. 

Leopold artfully plaeed himself by her 
sid^, and looking at darissa, said — 
" Alasf .J^read to inquire the eause ; I 
.fear lest this amiable and too confidincr 

angel 
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angel has seen what we have long 
known." 

The marehioness rose hastily, and lean- 
hig on the arm of the hypogrite, follow- 
ed by Miss Beaumont, went into one of 

^ the private apartments. 

*' Oh, Mr. Gourteney l"^ said the agi- 
tated wife of the marauis, " and do i/oii, 
who are all goodness anrd benevolence, 
do f/ou helieve th^t Ellen Woodyiire is 
eapable of triAing with the peaee and 
bappiness of her friend ? Speak, my dear 
sir ! on your word depends my only 
hope ; 2/^u eannot be deceived, sinee 
u^ither envy nor disappointed Iove ean- 
inSuenee .f^Mr deeision. '^ 

" Gompose yourself, I beseeeh you, , 
madam," replied Leopold. " This is 
not a fit hour for sueh a subject; tp-mor- 
Tow I will attend your pleasure; recover 
yourself, ^thejhBfore, lest your absenee. 

N should excite alarm; ^nd let this thouo-ht 
Gonsole you, that should the marquis be 
is^edueed, for awhile, by the allurements 

r 3 of 
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of her you have so highly valued, and %a 
generously made your equal, it is not 
loo late, thank Heaven ! to take proper 
measures to wealr him from his fatal pas- 
sion, to separate him from its object, 
and to prevent the total estrangement of 
his love from yourself, who alone is en- 
titled to possess it. Gheer up, dear ma- 
dam ; I am ready and willing to hazard 
cvery thing to serve you, and only beg 
that you will endeavour to eoneeal your 
present inquietude ; to-morrow we will 
converse at large on this unpleasant siib- 
ject. The heart of the marquis is yoijf5 
at present, it is only his senses that are 
misled," 

The marehioness, by the advice of Cla-^ 
rissa and her eounsellor, retumed to the 
eompany, just as the servant announeed 
the duke of Fitz-Aubin. 

Lord Mortimer, surprised and pleased,. 
received his graee with great respeet, 
and introdueed him to the marehioness, 
in honour of whom the fete was design- 

ed ; 
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eA ; he then led him on the lawn, where 
the rest of his faniily were not tardy in 
shewing their esteemi 

" I hope lady earoline is well ?" said 
the duke; '' I eonsider as a misfortune 
my beiiig so long unknown to her." 

" The misfortune is hers," repHed the 
earK " In a few rainutes, however, I 
sball have t4ie pleasure ©r presenting ta^ 
you my nieee; your graee honoured her 
with a oonsiderable share of your atten— 
tion, when she was too young to know 
its value," 

TThe danee was now eonel-uded ; and 
the marquis, unwilling to resign his part- 
-ner, was advancing slowly to where his 
unele and the duke were standing, His 
raovemenfs were quickened by a look 
from the earl, who, taking- the hand of 
Ellen, desired his nephew to seek lady 
Garoline; hc then introdueed his trem- 
bling little favourite to the exalted friend 
of Althea and her Edmund, 

Ellen feU so excessively agitated at 

^* t\\e 
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the toueh of his graeei that she witli dif- 
ficulty kept herself from fainting. Asham- 
ed of her own foIly, she tlmidly raised 
her eyes to the face of the duke, aud dis- 
covered that his were fixed on her, vfith 
an expression of mingled euriosity arid 
admiration. 

Nothing eertainly eould exceed the 
loveliness of her present appearanee, 
whieh the elegant simplieily of her at- 
tire shewed tb every advantage. She 
wore, like the rest of the ladies of Ihe 
Gastle, a white satin short dress, trimmed 
at the bottom with ivy leaves, green bo- 
dy and sleeves^ with a narrow puffing of 
laee round the bosom of the former, and 
ihe bottom of the Tatter, whieh were 
niade so d$ to shew rather more of the 
white and poKshed arm than met with 
her approbation ; the body sat tight to 
the beautiful form of Ellen^ and dis- 
covered the graceful swell of her fakr bo- 
som, whieh she tried to eoneeal, by add- 
ing another Aower to,the nosegay wbieh 

belonge^ 
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belonged to her dress ; it was the same 
as all the rest^ and eonsisted of a moss 
rose-biid, a s^prig of half-blown gerani- 
um and myrtle ; to these Ellen added a 
small buneh of the lilies of the valley, 
whieh shaded the powerful eharm that 
others, less delieate, too willingly expos- 
ed. On her head she wote a small ehip 
hat, wirb-a wreath of ivy, and tied under 
the ehin with white ribbons; her pale 
yellow hair fell in glossy ringlets ovei: 
her forehead, and played upon her 
downy eheek, whieh the exercise she 
had just quitted had tinged with a de6per 
glow than usual ; white satin shoes, with 
small rosettes of green bugles, Anished 
her dress. 

Simple and unadorned, EHen Wood- 
villfe stood before the duke of Fit2-Au- 
bin, whose <:ouiitenance manifested an 
equal agitation with her own ; he strove 
in vain to take off hia eyes from the fas- 
einating.girl, who had thus si]rprised and 
eharmed him by a eombination of mtu- 

F 5 ^21 
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ral beauties. Lady Garoline appeared ; 
and the duke, as he met her, thought he 
discovered the same features and the 
same good-nature that had pleased hiai 
so mueh in her ehildhood. 

GratiHed in her wish of beholding his 
graee, and solieitous to please him^ lady 
Garoline, like her friend^ never appear- 
ed to better advantage. Passing her arm 
through that of Ellen, she convinced his 
graee, by the aATeetion of her manner in 
addressing her^ that she was the favourite 
friend of lady Garoline, 

They now proeeeded to the supper- 
rooms^ tbe tables of whieh were covered 
with every ]uxury that gold ean pur- 
ehase^ and set out with great taste an4 
beauty. During the repast the rausiei- 
ans in the antiehamber played several 
fine pieees of musie, seleeted for the oc- 
easion by lady Garoline, who, seated be- 
tween Ellen and Adolphus Beaumont, 
seemed a perfect pieture of good-hu- 
mour and eontentment, 

Ellen, 
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EHen^ who had instantly recognized 
in the duke the noble stranger that ac* 
eompanied Deloraine to the tomb of the 
eountess, felt her eyes attraeted, every 
now and then^ to the spot where he sat ; 
eaeh time she eneountered his fixed on 
herself, yet the expression did not dis- 
please her; it was that of.roelanchoIy 
tenderness^ o^ admiration so ehaste that 
it excited in her own bosom the most 
new and pleasing emotions, 

^' How I eould loYe the duke ! how I 
eould worship him !'* said die, inreply 
to a speeeh of lady Garoline's. 

" Hey, hey !" exclaimed herladyship; 
'^ what is all this^ Ellen ? I do not re- 
member a word about your being a 
diiehess l the gipsey did say something 
of your beeoming a great lady, I think, 
but not a syllable that should eneourage 
your idolatry/' 

Ellen. laughed — '' Dearest lady Garo- 
line, I verily believe that you put faith 
in the propheey of the sibyl ; but do 

^ ^ not 
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not be alarmed ; the feelings whieh have 
led me to speak so warmly are not those 
of loYe-T— I eannot well deseribe' them, 
yet*I think they are sueh as I should en* 
fertain for the duke were he my brother; 
and yet they are diATerent from what I 
feel for Theodore," 

" Yes, yes, it is mighty weH !" replied 
her good-natured friend, smilingly ; 
'^ you have fallen desperately in love 
with the duke, (who, by-the-bye, is near 
forty, and therefore old enough to be 
your father^) and, after having confessed 
as mueh, you now want to retraet your 
words — but it will not do, Ellen." 

" What will not do, Garoline ?'^ ia- 
quired lord Edwin. 

'' Oh, nothing very particular-r-onIy 
Ellen is mightily captivated by the man- 
ly and handsome person of the duke of 

Fitz-Aubin, and I w^s advising her '* 

the approaeh of her unele^ and the sub- 
ject of her conversation, sileneed her 
raillery ; but she had said enough to 

alarm 
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alarm the tenderness of her brother, and 
fo bring to his remembranee the words 
of his tutor, 

" Garoh'ne/' said lord Mortimer, " the 
duke of Fifz-Aubin requests me to so- 
lieit your hand, should you be disenga- 
ged.- 

Her ladyship most willingly eomplied. 

'^ May I venture to ask/' said the 
duke, *' if Miss Woodville tvill eonde- 
seend to aeeept of me for the next, after 
thepres6nt ?''* 

'^ Your graee does me infinite ho- 
nour," was the reply of EUen, as she 
eurtsied gracefully. 

The^ duke now led his smiling partner 
to the ball-room, as it was deemed un- 
wise to danee any longer in the open 
air. He eould not reTrain from praising 
the tasfeful deeorations whieh surround^ 
ed him, and learnt that they were ehieAy 
designed by Ellen, by that sweet girl 
who had so instantaneously captivated 
him. In the eourse of conversation with 

lady 
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hdy Garoline, he discovered who shre 
was ; and his good opinion of her lady-» 
ship was greatly increa§ed by the gene-e 
rousardour she displayed ih reeapilu- 
lating the talents and virtues of her fa-» 
Yourite. 

Gharmed by the eandour and liberal-? 
ity of his fair partner, the duke neverthe- 
less longed for the moment when he 
should obtain Ellen s promised hand. 
She, meanwhile, had dedined daneing^ 
with young Lisburne, that she might acT 
quit herself withmore.credit.with the 
duke.. 

Lord Edwiti was by notneans satisGed 
with thi& arrangement, although it gave 
him the apportunity of sitting beside 
h^r, and of conversing upon what topie 
he pleased ; yet EUen eould think of, 
eould see only the duke,; her mind na^ 
turally reYerted to seenes before she was 
in existence ; the.beautiful daughter of 
the earl, the injured Deloraine, and the 
godlike friend of both, oeeupied by 

turn§. 
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turns her thoughts; and she %vas fre- 
quently so absorbed in her own reflec- 
tions^ that she heard not the tender^ re- 
proachful voice of lord Edwin^ who, 
weary with endeavouring to seeure her 
attention^ at length beeame silent, and 
Ellen enjoyed at liberty her varied ideas. 

When his graee felt himself authorizr 
ed to seek her^ and had yielded up his 
agreeable partner to the eare of Adolr 
phus, he hurried to the plaee where he 
had perceived her to be seated, by the 
side of the earl's youngest nephew. In 
passing through the erowd, his ear 
eaught the following words : — ' Do not 
despair. of succes§ ; all is favourable to 
our wishes ; her disgraee is inevitable, 
in spite of the blind fondness of lady 
CaroUne.' They feU from Gourteney, 
who was addressing Miss Beaumont, in 
one of those whispers that go mueh fur- 
iher than is intended. 

The duke knew him again, and feU his 

eholer 
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ehaler rise as the modbbn Ianits bowed 
with all imaginable hurnility when he 
passed; not doubting for a motnent that 
the person whose disgraee, perhaps ruin, 
was thus meditated by the treaeherous 
friend of Deloraine, eould be no other 
than the lovely and interesting favourite 
af lady Caroline, whom he was now ap- 
proaehing, he felt alarmed as the idea 
erossed his mind ; how was that helpless 
and innoeent ereature to eseape the vil- 
lany of him who had deccived thepene- 
trating Deloraine ? how was she to es- 
eape the maehinations of one old in dis^ 
simulation ? perhaps, stranger as he was, 
a hint from him might put her on her 
guard, might eventually save her ffom his 
power. 

Lord Edwin rose at his approaeh, and, 
bowing respectful]y, resigned his seat^ 
and retired. 

Ellen would have risen also, but was 
withheld by the same unaeeountable feel- 
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ittgs, whieh inereased as the dnke took 
her hand in his^ £he felc bis hand trem- 
ble. 

'* Pardon me, dear Miss Woodville,"' 
said his graee, '* but there is sotne 
seeret eharm in youp person that has 
awakened in my bosom sensations long 
sinee.buried in the grave ; it is the more 
rAysterious, as you are in no way related 
to this family ; neither do you resemble 
the beloved being for whose sake I have 
forsw6rn all the endearments of conju- 
gal aiTeetion. Until this evening I have 
viewed unmoved the most Rnished beaUL* 
ties ; they had not power to aATeet rayr 
heart, or warm my imagination ; how 
singular then that I should so suddenly^ 
andj as if hy itiagie, almost instantanebus- 
ly, feel inelined to devote rayself to ijour 
service ! some seeret impulse seems to 
attaeh me to your side^ and I shall quit 
it with a regret that I have not cxperi- 
eneed for many years. But what eati 
thus agitate pou, lovely Miss Woodville ? 

let 
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let not the eandour of a stranger alai'nri 
your (leKeaey ; my feeHngs, although in-- 
explicable. to myself, are sueh as n£ed? 
not eall a blush upon your ebeek ; they 
have prorapted me, I own; to a^owmore 
than our short'acquaTntance warrants;^ 
yet my soul springs towards^ you, as if 
we had been knowTi to eaeh other for 
years; its fee]ings wiH not he restrained 
by the eommon forms of etiqtrette and 
civility : do not tremble thus> lentreat 

" I hope your graee will excuse me,"^ 
replied Ellen, in a low, sweet voice,-that' 
thrilled through the heart of Fitz-Aubin;' 
" I confess that I feel- more than I ean 
express, or aeeount for; my sensations 
seem in unison with those of your graee, 
and must arise from my being ae^uaint»* 
ed with the melaneholy fate of the- ami- 
able eonhtess, and yaur exalted friend- 
sHip, your matehless afFection to the hus- 
band she idolized; it must be this know- 
liedge,. and the remerabranee of those» 

painfuL 
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pamfal trials you were fated to endure 
for her sake, whieh renders the sight of 
your grsiee so highly gratifying, Pardon 
me, I canjjure ymi," feeling htm tremble 
violently^ '' for having thus innoeently 
renewed your uneasiness. tet my youtb 
and inexpcrience plead for me with your 
graee." 

Ellen's blueeyeswere fflledwith tears« 
She longed ta tell the duke how mueh 
she admired him for the part he had ta^ 
ken in the sorrows of the eountess; yet 
she thought, she feared she had already 
said too muchv 

*' Lovcly, fascinating ereature l" ex- 
elaimed the duke ; " by Heavens, I know 
not how to define my feelings ! I thought 
them buried in the untimely tomb of 
Althea ; I find them alive in all their 
wonted vigour, as I gaze on your hea» 
venly eountenanee, as I hear the melo- 
dious and angelie tones of your voice. 
Blest spirit of my sainted friend !'' he 
eontinued, '^ let not my present strange 

emotions 
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emotions vioIate the sanetity of my 
oath — and yet for this sweet -girl how 
readily would I relinquish my exist- 
enee !" Ile pre?sed the hand of Ellen 
passionately to his lips^ " Let us join the 
eompany/' said he, '' dear Miss Wood- 
ville ; our absenee may give oeeasion for 
the maliee of unfriendly tongues. Beau— 
ty sueh as yours must prepare to guard 
against many attaeks of envy and hypo- 
erisy." 

The danee had already began^ and El* 
leirwas but little inelined to join ijii it; 
she feltj however. the necessitv of eom- 
bating agaiDst her feeKngSj whieh made. 
her susp«.ct that all e^es were upon her 
and her noble partner. During the in* 
tervals of their r^sting, the duke ques- 
tioned her with great delieaey upoa her 
family, and the nature of those ties whieh 
seemed to eonneet her so elosely with 
that of the 5arl, With the same deliea-s» 
cy he eautioned her against putting too 
niueh confidence ia the seemin^ humili- 

0% 
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ty, devotion, and sineerity of Gourte- 
ney. 

*^ I must see you again/' said the duke; 
^' I feel that our intimaey will not end 
with to-night. Beware of him who be- 
trayed his best friend, the noble, the ge- 
nerous-hearted Deloraine !" 

Ellen started, as if she had received an 
unseen stab. 

'' Be on your guard, dear Miss Wood- 
ville, until 1 have the happiness of see- 
ing you «gain ; I will then explain my 
meaning, arid what has given rise tb my 
■present eaution. ^We are watehed ; the 
jeaIous eyes of lord Edwin betray his 
uneasiness at my attentions : he is a pu- 
pil of Leopold Courteney*s — God send 
that he may have eseaped the poisonous 
eontagion of his lessons and his eoun- 
sels ! his looks are kighly prepossessino*, 
and I will no longer be the means of dis- 
turbing his repose. Dearest Miss Wood- 
ville, let my eaution sink deep in your 
mind — do not forget Fitz-Aubin." 



'' Neve? 
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" Never, never ean I forget you,*' 
thought Ellen, as she saw him niix among 
the retiring groups, 

Xord Edwin took her hand ; she was 
pale, and evidenjly mueh fatigued ; his 
displeasure'vanished, Ws tenderness re- 
turned, and Jie aATeetionately supported 
Tier to the eoueh on whieh his sister was 
sitting. 

The morning was now far advanced, 

and those of the eompany who did not 

sleep at the Gastle rapidly dispersed, 

The earl had requested that the duke 

would do him the honour to aeeept a 

bed ; but this he politely deelined, pro- 

mising, however, to eall on the earl be- 

fore he quitted the Lodge ; then taking 

leave of the family., he moved forward 

to where lady Garoline and Ellen were 

seated ; and kissing a hand of eaeh, pro- 

eeeded to his earriage, mueh against the 

wish and advice of lord Mortimer, who 

very justly eoneluded, that a journey of 

rather better than twenty miles must be 

harrassing- 
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liarrassing to one already weary with 
-the Tatiguing amus:ement of a ball. 

Lady Caroline and her favourite were 
mot sorry to enjoy the weleome quiet of 
Ellen s bed-room. They were too eom- 
pletely exhausted to talk, and therefore 
deferred questioning eaeh other until 
their strength and spirits were reeruited 
by several hours comfortdble and neees- 
sary repose. 

The marehioness, for the lirst time 
sinee her nuptials, retired to her eham- 
ber with a heavy heart. She had exert- 
ed herself to her utmost, in eompllanee 
with the wishes of Gourteney, and she 
longed most ardently, yet fearfully, for 
the ensuing moming, whieh was to give 
her an explanation of what was most es- 
-sential to her future peaee. But /irwho 
was thus wantonly sporting with her 
Teelings, and injuring, in the eruellest 
manner, an amiable and innoeent girl, 
saeredly eommitted to his eare, eKuhing- 
ly threw himself on his bed, rejoicing in 

the 



j 



120 TTSE HYPOeHITE. 

the almost eertain sueoess or his plans, 
whieh must ev«ntually, ariLd that at a pe- 
riod not far dislant, throw into his power 
the onee adored but now hateful forin of 
Ellen Woodville. 



■Mh 



CHAP. IV. 

The visit of the duke of Fitz-Aubin, 
whieh had so agreeably surprised lord 
Mortimer, arose more from a euriosity 
that had been highly excited by the art- 
less praises of honest Jem Homely, than 
from any desire to renew his former 
connexion with the earl. 

When Deloraine arrived at the hunt- 
ing lodge^f the duke, he gave Jem Ieave 
lo go to the farm, and t:o remain there 
until the ^time fixed oft for their depar- 
ture. 

Jem had c;iught a glimpse of lady Oa- 

rolinp 
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roline and her beautirul Triend^ the morn- 
i«g they eame to the ^arm, to fetch Su- 
san's little boy ; eharmed by their ap- 
pearanee, and the engaging aATability of 
their manners, Jem eould not avoid 

• 

mentioning them to his master, the next 
time he rode over to the Lodge. The 
deseription he gave of Ellen's beauties 
determined theduke to aeeept the invita- 
tion of lord Mortimer^ whieh would en- 
able him to judge whether Jem had over- 
rated the persons of lady Garoline and 
Miss Woodville. 

On the duke's return from the ball, 
Deloraine was not a little astonished to 
lind him perfectly enehanted with the 
little girl who had made so deep an im* . 
pression on his faithful servant. Never, 
sinee the death of their mutually-beloved 
eountess, had he seen hiis friend thus 
inoved by the inAuenee of female beau- 
ly ; he eould not, therefore, refrain from 
rallying him upon his being onee more 

m 

en^layed. 

voL. jv. G '' My 
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*' My dear Fitz-Aubin, I pereeiYe/' 
said Tie, wiih a melanehoiy smile, '' has 
at length discovered a being perfect 
enough to entiee him from his long-kept 
resolution of eternal eelibaey/' 

*' You injure my undiminished adora- 
tion/' repliedthe duke ; '' the eonstan- 
cy of my raind remains unshaken ; yet I 
}iave seen, have conversed with one who, 
I confess, is ealeulated to fill the void in 
my heart^ and to supply the plaee of her 
so long and so deservedly lamented by 
us both. Nay, Edmund, frown not; you 
know me too well to doubt the jminess 
of my praise. Never, by Heaven ! will 
I violate the vow ^ered to the love I 
bore our Althea ! never will I tarnish the 
holiness of my attaehmerit, by yielding 
to a seeond ! The feelings whieh the 
sight of this lovely girl gave birth to are 
so strange, so new, so delieious, that I 
seem to worship again our adored eoun- 
tess, and my heart springs towards this 
interesting stranger, as if she posse&sed a 

j|trofig. 
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strong, a saered elaitn to my aATeetions. 
Yet EUen WoodviIlc does not resemble 
ihe object of my first-Iove ; her eyes are 
the finest blue I ever beheld, and her skin 
is as white as the purest marble ; every 
movement of her graeerul form seems 
to inerease the delieate bloom on her 
eheek ; no tongiie^ however eloquent, 
ean portray the nameless witeheries that 
hover round her person, that lurk tn the 
silken ringlets of her yellow hair^ and 
>sport around her dimpled mouth : but 
•her smile! oh^ Edmund^ her heavenly 
smile is eaktilated to eharm away the 
liereest griefj to ' take the imprisoned 
soul^ and lap it in Elysium !' You must 
see Ellen WoodviIle, to deeide on the 
«motions she bas inspired/' * 

" You bave raised my euriosity to a 
painful height/' replied the fond hus- 
band of the sainted eountess ; '^ l shall 
be uneasy till I have beheld the object 
worthy of being eompared to my lost 
Althea. Yet, roy friend, how ean I ob- 

""^ tain 
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tain a sight of tWs enehanting girl-? f 
have sworn never (o enter the Castle of 
"lord*Mortimer, unless he eould re^tore 
to me one or both ©f tbe dear treasures 
he has destroyed." 

*' We will go privately to the farm/* 

^ replied the duke ; '* Jem said that lady 
Garoline and her-^riend were in the ha- 
bit of ealling there frequently; from 
the window of your room we shall have 
a good view of theirii as they advance to 
the house ; and we are already well as- 
sured that d-ame Homely is an exception 
to the rule, * a woman eannot keep a se- 
eret/ I am still more anxious to have 
another interview with Miss WoodyiSe; 
sdme words dropped from Gourteney 
(who still eontinues with the family) to 
a lady, who seemed to view the sweet 

^ girl with' no friendly eye, have awakened 
all my fears for her safety." 

Delorainie started ; the warm blush of 
srekindled anger tinged his eheek. 

** I wish to put her on her guar^d 

against 
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dgainst his hypoerisy/' eontinued the 
duke. " Heaven only knows what dis- 
appointed hopes may hav& given rise to 
his fatal enmity ; the villain who eould 
abandon to starvation a worthy wiPe and 
helpless family, and who was.the base 
and eowardly sedueer of Susan Homely, 
is eapable of putting in force the most 
diabolieal plan to ensnare and ruin tbe 
innoeent and unsuspieious Ellen ; far 
from her home, and the proteelion of 
her relations, what may not the n^alig- 
nity of the hypoerile eiTeet ? I feel as 
deeply interested in the fate of this sweet 
girl as if she were my own, and will only 
wait the arrival of letters from my sister 
ta hasten with you to the farm.*' 

Deloraine readily agreed to the pro- 
posal of the duke. Ghange of seene was 
always pleasing to him ; many years had 
elapsed sinee the death of his beloyed 
Althea, and he still eontinued to ramble 
from plaee to plaee, sometimes aeeom- 
panied by his unele, the worthy doetor 

c 3 Bennet, 
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Bennet, and sometimes by- the duke oF 
Fitz-Aubin. Time had not blunted the 
poignaney of his feeling, or dimintshed 
the tenderness he felt for the memory of 
his wife; her pieture was still the eom- 
panion of his bosom, and the object of 
his daily eontemplation ; nor had he 
onee negleeted to pay his annual visit to 
her tomb^ even when ihe state of his 
own health was sueh as to render the 
journey a dangerous one. 

Sueh praise as the duke had bestowed 
on Ellen Woodville made Deloraine rest-.^ 
less and impatient to gain a sight of her, 
"whieh was inereased by the suspieions of 
his graee respeeting Gourteney^i prob- 
able malignaney. He knew too well the 
general per(idiousness of Leopolds oon- 
duet towards women, and he trerabled at 
the bare possibility that the lovely 
i'-inger might be one of those whorn 
Coiirteney intended to dishonour. 

Deloraine, in his own mind, had no 
doubt of the real eause o^ poor Susan's 

elopenient. 
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elopement. Several years sinee he had, 
in oonsequence of a letter -from il^aria, 
(fiiled wtth revilings against her brother- 
]n-Jaw^ who had totally abandoned his 
famiiy for some time) travelled to Lon- 
don> with the benevolent intention of 
doing something to relieve them efFec- 
tiialiy from the wretehedness of their si* 
tuation. He visited tbem at their n^w 
lodgings^ and to his utter surprise and 
dismay^ saw Susan Homely^ the artless and 
onee innoeent daughter of the hospitabie 
farmer. 

The amazement of Susan eould only 
eqttal his : she besought him^ on her 
kn^es^ not to betray to her parents that 
he had seen her. This he promised, 
when he faund that ali his arguments, 
advice^ and persuasions^ were tried in 
vain, to get her to return to them. She 
told him her melaneholy tale, but most 
faithfully did she eoneeal the name of her 
sedueer. Deloraine^ however, drew from 
hersimple narratiye his own eonelusions; 

G 4 and 
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and he resolved to snateh these 1devoted 
victims from the miserable destlny fo 
whieh Goiirteney had abandoned theni^ 

He proposed to Sybella to take her 
two surviving boys entirely under his 
eare, to edueate and bring up to wbat- 
ever profession or business they might 
make ehoiee of. In order to prevent her 
being again eompelled to reside in a 
neighbourhood similar to that she was now 
in, he entreated that he might be per- 
mitted to seek a more comfortable and 
respeetable plaee of abode, and propo- 
sed that she and her sister should try to 
establish a day-sehool; to enable them to 
do whichj he presented her with a eheek 
from his unele for fifty pounds. 

Sybella and her sister, in spite of his 
eATorts to restrain them^ flung themselves 
on their knees before him ; their tears 
and prayers aSeeted him sensibly. Af- 
fectionately raising them, he entreated 
them to moderate the transports of their 
gratitude, sinee the only pleasure he 

eonld 
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eould now receive in (hi^ world must 
arise from his abilitv to rel'peve the sor- 
rows of those whose misfortunes were 
not irremediable. " If/' said he, " my 
dear friends, there is any other mode of 
living more eonsonant to your wishes, 
speak, and I will do every thing in my 
power to make it attainable." 

Sybella, after she had rccovered her 
voice, expressed a fear that her health 
and spirits had suffered too severely to 
allow of her attending to the edueation 
of youth ; she wished also to do a some- 
thing that would enable Susan to eon- 
tinue witt her, and thougbt they might 
sueeeed ^eT'y well by opening a* little 
shop, and selling their own work, in one 
of the Yillages near town. As it was one 
of Deloraine's prineipal objects to es- 
tablish poor Susan with the worthy and 
ill-treated wife of his enemy, he imme- 
diately agreed to her plan, advising her, 
however, tb keep the plaee' of her re- 
moval a seeret from the people of the 

c 5 house^ 
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bouse, lest her husband^ from no good 
Tnotive^ should discover her intended re- 
treat* 

Searee waitinor to take the refreshment 
whieh Marta had fetched him, Deloraine, 
impatient to remove them from their 
hiimble lodgings, got into a haekney* 
eoaeh^ and drove to GamberweH. Here 
be was fortunat^ enough to flfttd a small, 
pleasant house, deeently Turnished, with 
a good garden, and in an eligible situa- 
tion for the sale of milHnery and haber* 
dashery ; the womaii to whom it belong- 
ed was going into another line of busi* 
ness, and the stoek she had on hand was 
to be disposed of on reasonable terms. 
• Deloraine thought this was just what 
Sybella would Hke ; he thererore took 
her and Maria' t^e nex,t day tx) see the- 
premises, and to judge of the goods* 
Joy and unexpected bappiness ebained 
their tongues;. but Deloraine^ who wateb- 
ed ihe eipression of their eountenanees, 
saw enough to authorJze him to settle 
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fi«kally yiUh the woman oT the house ; 
ber ledse had to run five years, and De- 
loraine, in order to seeure for that time 
al least Sybella's peaeeable possession, 
gave her an order on his banker for the 
suin^ induding the goods and furniture, 
vih\ch hk now presented to Mrs. Gourte- 
ney.asher own. 

To thi&thealtby and pleasant abode 
they most joyfully retired in less than a 
week ; and Deloraine had the inexpress- 
ible satisfaction o£ seeing them comfort- 
ably settled in the respeetable situation 
he had proeured for them. Thus was 
the gentle and patient wife of Leopold 
beholden to the man whom he had so 
basely tradueed, so eruelly injured, for 
erery comfort in existence. 

Mistress onee again of a deeent hoiise 
©f her own, prettily furn!shed, and a 
stoek of excellent artieles for sale, in a 
genteel neighbourhood, whieh atTorded 
plenty of eustom, rent free for five 
years;, and a bill of fifty pounds to begin 

« ^ whh. 
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with, Sybella now looked forward to a 
renewal of those comforts she had always 
known, before she beeame the wife of 
Leopold. She, as well as her sister^ had 
a taste for millinery, and they had the 
satisfaction to find that their first at- 
tempts were sold off almost as soon as 
they were exposed to view ; they there- 
fore fitted up their front apartment, on 
the first floor, as a shew-room, whieb 
was quickly resorted to by the ladies of 
the plaee, who, pleased by the manners 
and appearanee of the sisters, .preferred 
their house to that of any other. 

Susan, as well as the sister of Sybella, 
had experienced, in the most delieate 
manner, the generosity of Deloraine. 
The former eontinued to work, and assist 
in the domestie eoneerns^ as mueh be- 
loved by them as ever, until ehanee eon- 
dueted to the yillage in whieh she Iived 
the Iover of Susan, the only son of the 
miller, whom she had reject€d, on be- 
eoming acquainted with the bypoerite. 

Susan 
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Susan was purehasino^ some artieles oT 
pravision, when Ralph Benson, who had 
eome up to London about some eorn^ 
passed by the shop in whieh she was 
slanding. The features of his beIoved 
Susan were too well known to the miller 
for him to doubt the truth of his eyes; 
he saw her quit the shop, but his heart 
was too full to speak ; he therefore fol- 
lowed her home, and after recovering 
from his first surprise, mustered up eou- 
rage to enter the house, and inquire of 
Sybella if he might see one Susan. 
Homely ? 

At the sound cf her own name, and 
in a eountry voice, poor Susan, who was 
in a baek-parlour^ sereamed and fainted. 

Sybella, followed by Ralph, ran to her 
assistanee, and soon recovcred her, 

The honest aATeetion of Benson knew 
no bounds to its joy ; he eried like a 
ehild one minute, then swore the next— 
'^ That if so be as Susan eould like him, 

hc 
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he would never part with her, now that 
he had foiind her V* 

Susan was mueh agitated ; her heart 
had always been favourable to Ralph be- 
fore she listened to the ^reaeherous voice 
of Gourteney ; but now that she had be- 
eome a victim to his artifices, she eouki 
not look the worthy miller in the fac6. , 

Sybella now saw the favourable op' 
portunity arrived of restoring Susan to 
her parents, and yet prescrving her eha- 
raeter, and she resolved to Iry if the Iove 
of Ralph would abide the knowledge of 
her misfortune. She invited him to 
dir.e and spend the day with (hem ; thea 
taking Susan aside, she asked her if she 
eould live happily with her old lover, 
who, she doubted not, would forgive a 
rrime not of her own seeking, eoneeal 
it from ihe \vor!d, marry her, and restore 
ber lo the arms of her afflicted parents ? 
if she thought she eould be happy with 
h.im, fehc WGuld hcrself undertake to dis- 

elose 
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elose the fatal error of the too eoniiding 
victim of her husband's baseness. 

Susan eonPessed that she eould ]ive 
tery happily with Ralph, but that she did 
not think any man wonld excuse so 
great a fault ; besides^ her seduetion had 
been attended whh a repetition of the 
€rime, whieh lay on her heart like a 
wdght of lead. 

*' Dear Susan !" said SybeUa, '' I know 
the innate goodness of that heart whieh 
feels so keenly for the past ; I am eon- 
vinced of your penitenee, of your re* 
turn to virtue, and therefore there is no. 
oeeasion to wound the earof your Iover 
with more than what was ihe fatal*origin- 
€)f all ; let him suppose:, that as soon as 
you ^ere abandoned by your sedueer,. 
vou maintained yourself by your needle. 
Thank God he has discovejed you urider 
iny proteetion^, and not in want of any 
comfort ! Leave the affair to me, my 
dear Susan ; you retire after dinner, and 
I will answer that, in less than two 

months. 
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months, you shall be restored to your 
' parents, and your misfortune known on- 
ly to your husband." 

Susan, obedient to the advice of her 
generous friend, took an opportunity of 
leasing her and young Benson alone. 

The miller, who had sense enough to 
discover the regard manifestcd by Sybel- 
la and Maria for Susan, immediately be- 
gan the subject nearest his heart ; he 
depieted, in plain but affecting language, 
the deep affliction her elopement had 
oeeasioned him and her parents, and 
added, that they still eontinued to mourn 
after their ehild ; and that^ for him, he 
was sur^ he never eould think Qf any 
ether woraan^ whether Susan would have 
him or.not. 

Sybella thought this a fit tinie to try 
the strength and eonstaney o{ Ralph's 
aATeetion. She began by highly praising 
the good qualities of Susan^ and regret- 
ting that her parents had suATered her to 
quit home, for so exposed a situation as 

that 
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that of lady Wilmington's town house — a 
situation by no means proper for so* 
young and handsome a girl as Susan, 
who was perfectly ignorant of all the arts 
of the Londoners. 

Ralph agreed to this — '' I was sorely 
afeard/' said he, " that poor Siie would 
repent the day she saw Lunniin streets ; 
and as they knew very well that. I was 
fond on her, and eoud earry her home 
to as good a house as theirs^ I didn*t take 
\t over and above kind of them, the let- 
ting her eome to Lunnun. Poor girl ! 
it must have 'been a bad thing indeed 
that eould make her hide away from us 
all this whi!e ; but I don*t eare for that, 
nor for anv thin:^, ner for anv of 'em: 
if Sue likes me, a> ihe cr\ze did, I v,:ll 
have her now, in sp:»e cf z\ that '^.ue TU'y/ 
have done \szov\z ; I kr.o*. -/',e \\ ^ '*f,'A 
girl at botton^, zz.^ 2« ' on-. ,: : "-.'\ -< / 
the devil take t:? ^; I -•■ " ' --^- 1 • ' -, ' v^ 
be that sbe %r.; ^i ^ z'-; " 

Sybelb co-.I- .-. .: v ' ' : " * 
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band of the faithrul Ralph, and presstng^ 
it warmly in her own ; she then reeount- 
ed as mueh as was neeessary of poor Su- 
san's fate^ and her inability to visit her 
native plaee, and see her parents and re- 
lations, after what had happened. 

The tears rolled down the eheeks of 

■ 

Ralph, at ihe aAeeting narration of Sy- 
bella; and when he was a little eomposed, 
he begged to see Susan. Mrs. Gourle- 
ney supported the blushing and agitateil 
girl into the presenee of her lover, who 
eogerly eaught her in his arms, and botb 
sobbed as if their hearts would break. 

'* Don't ery, Susan," said Ralph, who 
spoke first, " don't ery ; I know all, and 
I love you better for the misery you 
have gone through ! May the smooth- 
tongued raseal that eonld promise to 
marry, and eould then betray thee, never 
know a moment's peaee again ! Ncver 
mind, my poor dear girl ; Ralph Benson 
will have thee aft€r all, will marry Jthee 
direetly, and take thee dowr^to tliularm^ 

where 



dt] 
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where they shall never be a bit the wiser 
from him* Hold up your head, Sue ; 
nobody shall look queer at you ; l'Il buy 
the mill about five miles beyond Du- 
pree's farm, and there we'll live as happy 
as the days are long." 

Susan, overpowered by the kindness 
and nobleness ot soul thus displayed by 
her rustie lovcr, eould hardly rePrain ' 
froni disdosing the whole oP her unhap- 
py situation, on being eompelled to re» 
sort to the dreadrur way of living in . 
whieh she was found by Sybella; yet re- 
eolleeting that the affection of Ralph 
would still induee him to marry her, and 
tbat by so doing she would only unne- 
eessarily wound him more deeply, she 
resolved to be guided by the prudent 
eounsels of Sybella, who likewise advised 
that her parents should be led to sup- 
pose that she had been entieed away 
from lady Wilmlngton, but not ruined ; 
and that she had subsisted eversince pu 
the fruits of her own indusiry, nshamed 

to 
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f o retv]rn to her home, after running a>vay 
from the family in whieh theyhad plaeed 
her. 

Ralph expressed the liveliest gratitude 
for the kindness shewn to his Susan, and 
requested that, as she had so generously 
employed her in her advers!ty, she would 
let them keep their wedding at her 
- house> giving her at the same time a note 
of ten pounds, to buy the dinner and 
•supper, and begging that shewould keep 
the remainrder for a pair of gloves. 

In the eourse of a week Susan was well 
stoeked with dothes ; and^ on the Sun- 
day following, Ralph proeured a lieenee, 
and they were married at the Yillage- 
ehureh, Sybella and Maria attending, 
with eountenanees whieh bespoke the 
pleasure they felt in thus witnessing the 
gopd-fortune of an amiable and deserv- 
ing object. 

Ralph and his bride were aeeommo- 
dated with a ehaitiber in S^bella's house, 
during their stay in town^, whieh was not 

to 



TIIK IIYPOGRITE, I4t 

ft) exceed ten days, the miller beinp;anx- 
ious to have the introduetion of Susan 
to her diseonsolale parent8.over as soon 
as possible. 

The happy ehange in Susan's eirewm-' 
staneesdid not dmiinish either her grati- 
tude or aATeetion for the friends who had 
reseued her from misery. ^he was at a 
loss how to bestow some little mark of 
her attaehment, more lasting than mo- 
ney, of whieh, thanks to the bettevolence 
of Deloraine, her friend was not in so 
mueh need ; she therefore applied to . 
ber husband, who, kissing her fondly, 
told her to buy what she liked best ; and 
as they were going to ehuse some arti- 
eles for themselves at a silversmith's m 
town, she might see something whieh 
would suit her friends. 

Susan, thereforej made ehoiee of a 
neat ti»me-piece, whieh she plaeed ovcr 
Sybella's fire-place ; it was both orna- 
mental and useful ; and, aher Mrs. Cour- 
ieney had praised her tastei she smiling* 
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ly desired her to aeeept it^ as a triAing 
remembranee oF one who would always 
]oveand reverence her while she existed. 
To Maria she presented a dozen of tea- 
spoons, and a silver milk-pot ; then reeol- 
leeting that Sybella had no table-spoons, 
she gavehera coupleof her own, telling 
her that she should keep ber well sup- 
plied with butter, eheese, baeon, and 
poultry, whieh she would get conveyed 
to her by every opportunity. 

Sybella and Maria saw their affection- 
ate eompanion to the stage, whieh was 
to convey her onee more to her native 
^illage. They all shed tears at partihg; 
and Ralph, who felt his own eyes moist- 
en, promised to bring his wife with bim, 
whenever he eame to Lunnun again; 
then embraeing them kindly, he proeeed- 
ed with Susan to the house of his father. 

The worthy old miller received ber 
with €ivery demonstration of joy, and 
apptanded his son for what he had done. 
Ralphi the next morning, ]ifted Susan 

into 
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into his Ihtle ehaise, and bidding her 
have a good heart, left her in ibe lane 
elose to her father's rarra. 

" Well, honest Ralph/* said the far. 
mer, *' thou art eome baek^ I see, from 
Lunnun ; any tidings of my poor lost 
daughter? God have merey on us! I 
fear she is dead, and we shall never see 
her more!'' 

'' I don't know that," eried Ralph; 
*' but I pieked up a wMfe in Lunnun» and 
I brought her down to father, who is 
main fond of her/* 

*' Married, Ralph l" exclairacd both 
the father and! motber of Susan ; " why, 
we thoiight you were too fond of our 
poprgirl to marry any body else.'' 

'^ What, now, if it should be Susan 
herself," said Ralph ; " would you for. 
give her not writing to you, andloveher 
as well as ever?" 

'' Ah, if we eould but see her sweet 
face onee more," eried daitie Horaely, 



'V. 
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•*^ wc should be too happy to think of 
•any thing else." 

In a moment Ralph was flown to the 
lane, where his wife had sunk fainting at 
Ihe bottom of the ehaise. He lifted her 
out, and earried her in his arms into the 
farm, where the ovefjoyed father and 
motber by turns <;aressed and wept over 
her. 

Thus restored tothe tenderness of ber 
parents, Susan by degrees recovered her 
«pirits, to relate what had been agreed on 
between her husband and Sybella : whe- 
Iher they piit faith in all she iittered was 
unknown to her, as they felt too happy 
in beholding her again, as the wife of ho- 
nest Ralph, to reproaeh herfor the past. 

lVue lo hui word^ her husband took the 
mill by the duke's lodge, and there he 
and Susan eontinue to reside in unioter- 
rupted harmony. Oneie every year her 
parents paid them a visit, as Susan ex- 
eusedi herse}f from leaving home, having 

a young 
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a yaung family to atteiid fo; but, in rc- 
ality, not wisbing to behold a plae^ 
whieh eould not fail to remind her of tbe 
loss of her mnoeenee. 

Gieely wd Dupree weleoraed her rc- 
turn with every testiraony of aiTeetion ; 
and, like her parents^ kept their fears 
to their own bosoms. She was retumed 
to them^ the wife df a very excellent 
young man, and with every appearanee 
of eontent and happiness ; they there- 
fore prudently forbore to wound her 
feelings by any quest]ons respeeting the 
eause of her long estrangement, satisfied 
that, whatever errors she might have been 
led into, her heart was still flie same^ and 
her manners as untainted as formerly. 

Susan kept up a regular eorrespond- 
enee with her proteetress, who now went 
by the name of Digby, and never fai}ed 
sending her and Maria part of the pro- 
duee of her own house ; they, in re- 
turn, made her a piesent of all herba:by's 
eap?;, and worked several little tasteful 
You IV- H artleles 
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afticles for her^ir^ whieh were treasured 
up by the graterul Susan and her honest 
husband. 

The presents they received from tbe 
mill, and the proiits of their business, 
soon enabled Sybella and Maria to live 
in ease aiul coinfQrt; and Deloraine had 
the delightful gratiiieation of hearing 
that they were now eBeetually saved 
from the want and wretehedness they 
had so long been struggling under. Tha 
pleasure he felt at learning the unex- 
peeted good fortune pf Susan was in- 
e'reased by being an eye-witness of her 
happiness. The miil belonged to the 
estate of the duke, who went with him 
to eall on Ralph, and who rejoiced> as 
well as himself, at Susan's restoration to 
her family and ^riends, No doubt re- 
mained in the minds of either eoneern- 
ing the eause and objecl of Susan's es- 
trangement ; both attributed it to Cour- 
teney — indeed Maria had hinted as n>uch 
it\ priYate to Deloraine, when reeapitu- 

• • , lating 
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Wing to hitn all the baseness of her bro- 
ther-in-law. 

It was this inereased knowledge of his 
hypoerisy and eonsummate dissimula* 
tion thal made the duke and Deloraine 
tremble at the tdea of the loveIy favour- 
ite of lady daroline having beeome the 
object of his malignity. As soon, there- 
fore^ as they had received the letters 
whieb were expected, they set out on 
horsebaiole, aeeompanied alone by Jem; 
whom they isent forward . to apprize his 
mother of their eoming^ and to eaution 
her agaiiist hinting to any one of their 
arrivaL 

They were no sooner beeome oeeu- 
piers of their former ehambers^ than De- 
]oraine proposed sending fof Mrs. Ma- 
son^ as it was'BOt improbable but that 
she eonld giv« them some informationt 
eoneeming the object of their mutual 
solieitude. On the duko agreeing to 
this proposa]> he dispatebed Jem with a 
note to Mrs» Mason^ requesting her at- 

H S tendanee 
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tendanee next morning; but she> anx- 
ious to learn what had agaiti brought 
him to the fajrm> walked over to it the 
^me erening. 

Knowing bow worthy she was to be 
the eoniidant of all hb movements^ De- 
loraise impitrted to her the interest whreh 
the persoa of Ellen WoodviIIe bad ex- 
eited in the mind of tbe duke^ and the 
words he had overheard from C0ttrtfeney^ 
wiitb their dread lest they should aUude 
to the lovely stringer at (he Gastle. 

Mrs. M^son,wbo tendetly lovedE!leni 
now beeame a^anned in het turn ; yet 
she eould aATord them no satisfactory in- 
tellig«nce* She bad heard a^ rumour 
asnoag tbe 'ser^antSy that Miss Beemmont 
and.GMirteney were insepara^le oompa- 
nionS) and that sbebore &lten «ome ill- 
wili^ m aoeoun^ of tb^ at^ttom paid 
ber by loyd Bdwin. . Tbei' iliWdiiooess 
bad aiso looked doO'l up<>^ri Miss Weod- 
v\Ue sinoe ibe ball^ '^nd> bei: maid iiad 
foiind he.r in t^ars mrore^ttian onee ; but 

thiB 
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the rest of the family behaved as aATee- 
tionately as ever, and Gourteney was 
even more attentive to EUen than usual. 

" Then he is intending to injure hcr !" 
eried Deloraine. 

'' God forbid 1" hastily exclaimed Mrs. 
Mason, '* for I love her dearly, -and- so 
does the whole household. I would not 
haye any harm happen to her for all the 
world ; beautiful as she is, that is the least 
of her perfections.'* 

See V' said the duke, exultingly/ 

even Mrs. Mason grows young again, 
in the praise of 'this enelianting girl V* 

Heaven and all good angels guard 
her !" eontinued Mrs. Mason ; " and yet 
I know not what harm ean happen to her 
in our house. She is seldom away from 
lady Garoline ; but as I see her every 
night, when she retires to her ehamber^ 
should she mention any thing to me 
whieh may lead to ^ discovery of the 
inotives Qf Mr. Gourteney's supposed en- 

H 3 mity^ 
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mity, I Will let you know. Ah^ how 
graieful the svfeet girl would be, did she 
but suspeet that she had two sueh power- 
ful friendsso near her !*' 

I must see her/' said Deloraine ; 

my euriosity is painful. How, Mason, 
ean I obtain a view of her, without being 
discovered ?" 

^' It is most likely that she will eall 
at the farm to-morrow/' replied Mrs. Ma- 
son ; *' I heard lady Caroline say that 
«he meant to fetch Mrs. Benson's little 
boy ; if so, Miss WoodviIle will aeeom- 
pany her. Now that you have awaken- 
ed my fears, I shall be on the Avatch for 
every information eoneerning the ac- 
tions of-Mr, Gourteney/' 

" Do so, my good friend," said the 
duke. ** I half intimated my suspieions 
of his duplitity to Miss WoodviIle, on 
the night of the ball, and promised to 
see her again^ and explain more fully my 
meaning. I shall at present, »however^ 

remain 
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remain eoneealed^ trusHng to yoiir vigi- 
lanee to give me the alarm^ should any 
thing oeeur to strengthen our fears/* 

Morning eame^ and with it the aeeom- 
plishment .of Deloraine's wish. From 
the window of his ehamber, partly over- 
shadowed by the rieh foliage of the 
woodbine and wild-rose^ the duke diseo- 
vered the nieee of the eatl and her frienrd 
approaehing the farra. 

Deloraine had a perfect view of eaeh 
eountenanee; their veils were thrown 
up« and they seemed in eamest conver« 
sation. 

'* Now, Edmund^" eried the duke^ 
** have I suSered myself to be led away 
by a mere phaotom of imagination P tell. 
me^ is not Miss WoodvilIe worthy of the 
highest praise ?'' 

" She is an angel !" replied Deloraine^ 
with emotion ; " surely some evil spirit 
has conjured up this beautiful ereature 
to put our Gdelity and love to the ut- 
most test. Smile not^ my.dear duke; I 

H 4 am 
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am fiiirly eaught/ and, like yoiirfeIC feel 
inelined td.war&hip this young" divinity. 
What graee ! wfeat eteganee of form ! 
what lovely regtilarity of featnre ! oh, 
\¥hat a soul^ what an intellrgient mind, 
beams in her eelestial eye^ ! Strange^, in- 
eomprehensibl'e are my feeKngs ; they 
impel me« lo nish down and press her 
tTor my bos'om ! Aid itie, dear Pita-Aubin^ 
in (inding out a elue to discaver the sin- 
gttlarity of our setisatioiis r the affection- 
ate solieitud'e I already ' feel for Ellen 
Woodvi!l6s6ems not to viokte the sane-' 
tity of my pas§ion for my sainted Althea; 
my heaj*t thrcrf!)S'with a delieious teoder- 
ness, y et it differs from that whieh my 
adored wiTe eould alone inspire/' ' 

** I anj lost in wonder Hke yourseir/*^ 
replied the duke ; '^ but let us listen to 
the magie tones of her Yoiee;" then 
dpening the door gently — *' hush ! that 
is Ellen speaking." 

Deloraine trerabled ; her voice stole 
sweetly into his ear-^again he listened, 

searee 
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searee 4^enturing to breathe, lest one 
word should eseape. He heard theno pre- 
paring to return with the little boy, and 
he flew to behold again the form^ the 
face, whieh had so eoropletely enehanted 
him ; his quick and penetrating eye ea- 
gerly ran over the eountenanee and fi- 
gure of Ellen, yet no fault eould he dis- 
cover in either ; at length the bend of the 
road hid them froro his sigbt. . 

eiosing the easement^ with a look at 
8eIf-reproach, he said — '' Dear Fitz-Au- 
bln; however we may hare suiTered our- 
nthes to be deluded by the suggestions^ 
of^our indinations^ yet as Miss Wood- 
\ille'8 person ean alone have given birth 
to our present feeling8> as our reason tells 
«is she ean have no other elaim' but what 
ber beauty and innoeenee inspires^ lei 
us fly from the danger of sueh a tenlipta- 
tion> nor vainly rely upon the immuta^ 
bility of our vow ! Fain would I believe 
that what I now feel does not interfefe 
with my saered attaehment to the meroo<- 

h6 ry 
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ry of my Ahhea; y6t, Pitz-Aubin, how 
t:an I aeeount for my agitation, for tiie 
"seeret spell that seems to bind me to this 
young ereature, that prompts me lo fold 
her to my heart, and, if neeessary, evcn 
to die for her sake ? already I love her 
with no eommon passion — yet, I eall 
Heaven to bear me witness, it is as piire, 
as holy as that of angels ! it is unmixed 
with the remotest sentiment of desire, 
however ineredible sueh an assertion mav 
appear: nevertheless, I will not expose 
inyself to be thus agitated again. Let 
us return, my friend ; let us preserve 
our vows saered ; let us guard them ffom 
^ven the shadow of violation." 

" Not till I Jiave spoken whh Miss 
Woodvil!e/' replied the duke ; *' I must 
not leave lier entirely igirorant of the 
eapability of Gourteney to injure her ; 'I 
mustsay enough fo convince herthat be 
deseryei; not the eharaeter he hasso long 
matnlatned in that family ; her ^eonS- 
ttenee in his holiness> his sineerity of 

profession 
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Pfpre$s\on^ H)u$t be shaken, in order to 
sa^ireher froQi.the snarewbieb^ most like* 
lj> ];)e .h9s designed Tor her» After this 
i$ doj|e^ we will returo to tbe Lodge, if 
f,ou eontinue lo wisb it." 



CHAP. V. 

Covmwrr, the moming after the balT^. 
aeeompanied the marehioness and Miss 
Beaumoot in a stroU tbrough the wood» 
His ardour for aiiachief received a mo* 
mentary ebeek^as be remembered the gip^ 
sey's propbeey. Nolwithstanding; how- 
ever, his superstitiotis eredulity, whieh, at 
any otber time» and under any other eir- 
eumstanees, would baye loAueneed his 
eonduet, he persisted m representit^g 
Ellen to the marchiones& as a coquette of 
ibe worst sort. 

"Alas!" aaid he, aosuming aa air of 
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bitter regret, ^' how deeply is \t io be'la* 
meiited that one so yoting, and so $eem- 
ingly itinoeent, should b6 guilty of sueh 
artiSees, sboutd be eap^bte of veiltiig 
her deep-laid plans linder the'appearaiiee 
of perfect innoeehee ! already has she 
sedueed away the destined husband of 
this amiable and negleeted lady ; her bro- 
ther also is beeoroe an object of her spe- 
eulation. Not ie^nte/ited with the flat- 
tery of two Iovers, she seeks to proeure 
fresh food for her insa>^iabte vafti(y.. The 
noble marqt]is has not eseaped from her 
syren inAuenee, regardless df the wiisery 
whieh this eriminal levity must '^tl't^il on. 
ker she pro/mes.to love and est>eem/' 
• " Oh Heaven !' exe1aimed the marehi- 
Oness; "and isit possible Ellen Wood- 
Yilleis the baseand hypoerttieal eharaeter 
you represent her ? Would to God that 
I had never tiken her froni the ealm 
^orie of tbe Parsonage — that I bad never 
been the means of throwing her into the 
1vay of temptalioa ! Oh, my dear Mr. 

Gourteney ! 
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eourteiiey ! he\p me repair this error of 
jv^Agmetit; adviseine what to do in this 
unTortundte ease; I tremble at theposi- 
biiity of the marquis beeoming attaehed 
to Bllen ; kis eyes too plainly deelare his 
admiration of her beanty, his delight 
whenever he ean proeure her as a eom- 
panion. To you alone, my worthy 
friend, I look for comfo%t and relief, 
Save my husband from being too (irmly 
enslaved by the blandishments of £Ilcn> 
and my gratitude will be etemal !'* 

" Restore to me my Edwin," said Miss 
Beanmont^ " and I will aeknowledge yoir, 
dear Gourteney, to be the sayiour of my 
peace,-the preserver of my happiness!" 

" To eSeet this," replied the hypoerite, 
«'I am ready to hazard every thing; but, 
my dear ladies, it will be no easy matter 
to aeeomplish, sinee Miss Wood^ille has 
»ocompletely gained the affection of lady 
CaroIine and her unele, that they ^eem 
uncomfortablc whenever she is out of 
their sight . 1 v»Ul, howevcr, think v«hat 
3 Kan 
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can be done to restore your minds to 
their former tranquilltty ; at present, 
one only alternative oeeurs to me; per- 
haps you may object to it ; if sOj I eon- 
fess myself at a loss to know how Ihe fa- 
tal and eertain consequences of her im- 
prudenee is to be pre^'^nted." 

" Hush !" eried Miss Beaumont ; "do 
J not see some persons moving througb 
the trees ? lord Edwin, I know^ is gone 
with his mother to the viHage." 

" h isthemarquis,and Ellen Woodyille 
on his arm,"said Gourteney^ ^'with lady 
iOaroline and Mr. Beaumont. Let us 
stand aside while they pass us.*' 

'' No, we will meet them," replied the 
niarehioness, trembHng with agitatien». 
yet hastening forward, 

The marquis had jiist taken the hand 
©f Ellen, wbose beauty was heightened 
1>y the blush of modest diSidenee, as she 
feit eompelled to be a silent listener ta 
herown perfection, wheii Gourteney and 
his eompanions appeared. Tbeir unex- 

peeted 
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peeted presenee embarrassed the mar- 
<juis, while Ellen, smiling sweetly, ex- 
pressed her pleasure at the'meeting. 

*' Will yoii not walk a liltle way with 
^is, my^ dear marehioness?'' said she, 
" This path is invitingly beautifu], and 
your eompany will add to the eharms of 
our ramble." 

'* I am tired, and mean to return," re- 
plied the marehioness; " you are too well 
attended, Ellen, to require'an addition 
to your parry. A wife is but too orten 
.an unweleome intruder/' 

Ellen, although surprised at this eih 
■prieaio of her rriend, was going to reply, 
when lady Garoline, looking fu]I at Cour- 
teney, said, " You are outearly thismorn- 
ing, my dear sir. I dare say your usual 
goodness indueed you to bear my sibter 
and Miss Beaumont eompany ; I hop^ 
they have been.'cdified by your pious 
*exhortations/>* 

Asomething likea blush pass^over tbe 
eheek of Leopold. 

'' Your 
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'T Your ladyship;** said eianssa, warm* 
ly, '^only does ]ustice to the kind inten- 
tions of Mr. eourteney. The marehio- 
ness and myself were inelined to take ad- 
vantageof th^ weather, andas we had no 
beaux to aeeompany us, he, out of pure 
eharityand eompassion to our negleeted 
states, offered to eseort us through the 
wood/* 

" Who ever doubted the eompassionate 

feelihgs of my worthy preeeptor?" re*- 

.•torted lady Garoline. "To uoomen^ in 

partieular, he is a stea(kf, *a most dtsinte^ 

rcstedfriend!'' 

** We detain you, Caroline/' said the 
inarehioness, moving onward, to the ex- 
treme tielight of Leopold; " I wish you 
and Mfss Woodville an agreeable walk." 

Her wish was a vain one. Ellen was 
t\Qt a^eustomed to the sound of " Miss 
Wogdyille;'* from the lips of her onee af- 
fectionate friend. She feared that she 
ha<l displeased her, and her varjing eoun- 
tenanee betrayed her inward yexation. 

'' What 
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" What is the matter, Ellen ?" inquiiH*d 
lady Garoline ; " I ean see, by your tell- 
tale face^ that something hasidisturbed 
you/' 

Ellen eonressed her Tears. 

" Tmpossible !" eried ibe Diarquisj 
warmly. " Jemima ean .ncyi?r feel of^ 
fended ivith you; she must. be the most 
eaprieious of human beings^ wer^ sueh 
to be the ease." 

'*Oh no, my lord," hastily replied 
Ellen, ^' the marehroness isineapable o^ 
being UDJust to any one; I must unin- 
tentionaHy have eommitted some' faiil^ 
and shall not rest until I have made 
amends for it." 

*' Love}y, bewitehingereature !" whis* 
pered the inarquis; " trust me, if/)ou 
have a fault, it i^ too great a orie to re- 
ceive pardon. It fs of so heinous a na« 
ture, ibat even lemima, I begin to sus- 
peet, ean no longer tderate it." 

•' You alarm me, my lord ; pray speak 
more plain. The atTeetion of the mar* 

ehionesa 
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ehioness is too raluable io bc triflecE 
wth." 

" Garoline^ eannot ymi divine the 
irreparable failing of Miss WoodviIle ?" 
said her brother. " I think you ean ; 
for 1/ou are unlike the generality of your 
envious sex^ and possess a soul and mind 
too noble lo be degraded by the inean 
passion of envy or jealousy.*' 

Lady Garoline loved praise, espeeially 
when eoming from those to whom she 
was attaehed. *'I.think I know your 
meaning, brother/' said she, smilingly. 
•'Ellen is too handsome to have many 
feinale friends. In short, my dear girl, if 
you do not wish to be poisoned,or to have 
your eye& seratehed out of your head, 
let me seriously advise you to marry as 
soon as possible. eome, eome, smile as 
usual, Ellen ; iemima, I dare say, is only 
a little mortified at discovering that her 
husband thinks the same as all his family. 
I foresee, my lord, that unle|»s you pay 
moxc attention to my sister^ and less to 

EHen. 
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TAlen^ we sball have sad disraal faces io 
eneaunter.". 

Ellen had dropped (he arm of the mnr- 
quis in fear and trembling» and taken 
fhat,of lady Garoline. The blood rush- 
ed into the face of the marquis^ who im- 
mediately replaeed the band of Ellen in 
its former situation. " If sueh is your 
belie^ Gaisoline, I assure yoa Jemima is 
not likeiy to have even as mueh of my 
notiee as she has at present^ My spirit 
will not brook any undue authority in 
my wife. If sbe is inelined to jeaIousy, 
she shall not want for oeeasion to feed 
it,. I have been my own master from 
my eradle, and will nor now submit td 
any restraint." 

Ladjr CarDluie perceived that her bro- 
ther's anger was unfortunate]y excited, 
and she therefore ehanged the subject to 
one more pleasant; but neither the mar- 
^uis nor Ellen eould converse with their 
deeustbmed cheerfulness. On their re- 
iurn totheCa&tle,the former retired to his 

study^ 
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study, arid the lalter hastiiy sought his 
wife, toinquire if she had reallygive!^ ber 
reason to be oATended at any part of 
her condujcl? 

Ellen found the marebloness alone^ and 
evidently labouring uikler some disagree- 
able reflections. Not as usual did the pre- 
senee of her yoiing friepd disperse the 
gathering dond oa bkr brow. To the 
afiecti0nate questioTis of Ellen^ she eold^ 
ly replied^ that^ unless she was eonseious 
of havingcommitted sorne impropriety^it 
was not likely that she would seek to ob« 
tain a pardon. 

Ellen's face and neek erimsoned. Alt 
the dignified pride of her nature now 
filled her heart. 

'^I might deserve this reproaeh from 
any one but yourself/.' said she, blushing 
still deeper ; *' Tor then my present eon- 
duet might be deemed a meanness ; but 
from your ladysbip, whom I have so long 
and so tenderly loyed^ I tlid not indeed 
expect it* A^eetion alone indueed me 

ta 
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to seek ah explanation of what T eon- 
jectured eould spring only from dis« 
pleasure. Pardon me for having intru- 
ded npon your time, by my over soli- 
eitiide to maUe atonement, in ease I 
had unintentionally given you o^Tenee/* 
Then eurtseying respectfully^ she return- 
ed to ber own room. 

*'It is but too evident/' said she, *' that 

Ihave, in some way or other, forfeited the 

good opinion of thls marehioness; yet 

I am perfectly ignorant of my fault, un- 

less she is weak enough to be jeaIous, 

beeatise I am sorpetimes, and against my 

^Wl, eompelled either.to listen to the 

conversation of the marquis, or join him 

in out» family eoneerts. Miss Beaumont 

too has long eondueted herself eoolly to- 

vrards me. Good Heavens! am I to 

blame, bteause lord Edwin prefers my 

soeietyt-o hers!? Ah me ! I begin to wish 

tbat I was back*it the Parsonage. Yeti 

is not this wish ungrateful to the affec* 

lionate^ 
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tionate^ the noble-minded Garoline ? 
Lord Edwin, too^ how has he oSended, 
thatl should grow tired of the Castle, and, 
like a siek ehild^ sigh Tor home P I will 
seek Mr. Gourteney ; he ean best advise 
me how to regain the lov^ of Jemima." 

Ellen now proeeeded to the apart- 
ments of the hypoerite^ who was far from 
satisfied with the late scrut,inizing glanees 
of lady earoline, and was pondering over 
the most probable reasons for her eon- 
duet, when Ellen modestly inqurred irshe 
might be admitted? CouTteney jma)«* 
diately reassumed his general east of 
eountehanee^ and» taking her hand^ said 
— " Tot^hat, my dear ehild, am I indebt- 
ed for this pleasing visit: ? Haye you re- 
ceived letters from the Parsonage ?** 
Oh no, my dear sir/' replied Ellen» 

but as I have ever foua^ you ready to 
advise.and direet my ine&perienee^ I ain 
now eome to entreal your aid, under my 
present uneasiness and mortilieation.'' 

She 



u ' 
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She then itnparted to him her fears, and 
the result of her applicatjon to the mar- 
ehloness. 

Lebpold soon soothed her ruiHed spi- 
Tits, by assuranees that she was mistaken 
in'her suspieions^ as it was improbable 
that her friend eould beso unjust as to be 
oATended without .any evident eause* 
'*Do not alarm yourseIf, my ^lear girl; 
the marehioness I^as perhaps had some 
words with the marquis^ whieh may have 
inAueneed her eonduet, and put her out 
df humour for a time. Trust me, she 
will very shortly be sorry tbat she has dealt 
so unkindly with you." ^. 

Ellen willingly believed what she so 
ardently desired to be Irue ; yet her • 
hopes again forsook her, after the expi« 
ration of a week, and no return of for- 
mer kindness was visible, either in the 
wprds, iooks^ or aetions of the marehio- 
uess. The marqfii8 was also suUen and 
diseohtented ; yet, as if to inerease the 
vexaiion of. EUeo^ and the iUil>$ral sus- 

pieions 
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pieions of his wife, hfe was ^ven «aoi'e 
altentive than ever to the iilnoeeat ob- 
ject of her resentment. 

Poor EUen was supportod under her 
present sorrow by the faitherly krndness 
of Goiirteney, who still advfsed her. Ito 
•hope that her old friend would see her 
«rror; for he now no longer attempted 
Xo deceive her into the bclief that tke 
marehioness was not oATended» but eoun- 
selled her to make light of the matter, 
and not to let it disturi? theserenity of 
her temper^ sinee that might be eonstrued 
into a proof of her own eonsoiousness of 
<leserving the indifference whieh she ex« 
perieneed. 

Lady Caroline, as usual, warmly espous- 
ed the eaiise of ber favourite, for whose 
sake she did tiot hesitate to pronoutlee 
both her sister and Clarissa Beaumont 
two weak, siily, and iiiiberal-nrtinded wo^ 
men. The rest of the iaaiily were as 
kind as ever,. .. Lord £d,win, in partieular^ 
when not in the ^resenoe .of 4iis unele^ 

made 
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made no seruple or deelaring his tender- 
ness; and Ellen began to feel more 
happy in his attentions, more grateful 
for hissteady and unehangeable affection. 

It was at this time that Deloraine and 
the duke of Fitz-Aubin arrived at the 
farm^ and that the latter^ agreeable to 
the wishes of his friend^ prepared to seek 
a private interview with Ellen Woodville. 
This was only to be obtained through tbe 
friendly medium of Mrs. Mason, who^ ac« 
eording to her usual eustom bf visiting 
her every night before she retired ttf bed^ 
took that opportunity of deliveri^ to 
her a note from the duke. 

Ellen^ greatly surprised at iinding him 
80 near her^ and yet wishing to remain 
eoneealed from the family at the Gastle» • 
eould not refraio from imparting her 
ideas to the yenerable nurse of the la- 
mented eountess^ to whom she read the 
letter eontaining the request of his graeer 
whieh was, to meet him, the next night, 
in the ehapel of the GaStle, Xhis sttange 

voL. iv^ I eonduet 
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eonduet alarmed her delieaey, and she 
instantly determined to write a tePusal; 
but the adyiee of Mrs. Mason altered her 
intention. 

'' You have nothing to fear, and every 
thing to hope/'' said she, '' from the re- 
quest of the duke, whose'sole motive is 
to warn you from some impending mis- 
chief. Remember, my dear ehild, it is 
no young and tender lover that solieits 
thisstep; it is the generous, the noble 
friend of my beloved mistress and her 
husband. Oh, do not seruple to plaee 
the most implieit confidence in hisgraee 
— -do not wound him by any shew of rc- 
luetanee to gratify his wish !" 

'^Yet, my dear Mrs. Mason, eonsider, 
should any of the family, by some un- 
lueky ehanee, discover my visit, or per- 
haps meet me on my return from the 
ehapel, how eould I exculpate myself 
from blame, or elear myself froin sus* 
pieions injurious rb my honour ?" 

'^lt is not at all probable," replied her 

aged 
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aged rriend, ^' that any or the family should 
be stirring after midnight^ and you oan go 
down the baek stairease/ and along the 
private passage whieh leads to the ehapel; 
there will then be but liltle fear of your 
seeing any one. I would go with you« 
but that his graee desires thart you may be 
unattended." 

Eilen at length eonsented, and Mrs. 
Mason Ieft her to her own reflections. 
These were not of the most enlivening 
nature. It was evident that the duke, a 
stranger to her until the evening of the 
balL suspeeted that some treaehery was in 
agitation^ and that she was the object ; 
yet who eould intend her any harm ? 
who even eould wish to injure her, who 
had never intentionally given pain to ahu- 
man being ? " Ah !" said she, *' but have 
I eeased to remember that even the ami- 
able and almost perfect^daughter of lord 
Mortimer possessed a seeret enemy, who, 
in reality, was the eause of all her suSer- 
ings ? how then ean L who am far her in- 

1 * ferior. 
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ferior, be thus surprised at having a hid- 
den foe. Oh, my Theodore ! wert thou 
but nearme, tp eounsel, to direet my ac- 
tions, I should not fear the malevolence 
of any earthly ereature — ^I should not 
need the interfcrence of the worthy Fitz- 
Aubin!*' 

The whole of the next day was rainy, 
and prevented lady Garoline and Ellen 
from taking their aeeustomed walk. To- 
wards evening the gathering elouds gave 
notiee of a storm ; and the marehioness» 
who was terribly alarmed by the quick 
and vivid Aashes of the lightning, fainted 
in the arms of her husband. Ellen's affec- 
tion made her forget every thing but her 
friend*s present indisposition. She, in 
the tenderest manner, assisted to restore 
her to animation, atid used every gentle 
and en'dearing artifice to sooth her fears, 
and divert her ideas from the storm, 
whieh now raged with inereasing violenee. 
'^ The Lord have merey upon all hypo- 
erites and sinners!" said lady Garoline. 
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'^If I had not a very elear eonseienee, I 
think I should feel a little awkward ju9t 
now. What say you, Mr. Courteney ? 
I dare afBrm that no danger would appal 
yoiLr irreproaehable mind." 

Gourteney, unfortunateIy, was not the 
bravest man in the world, and hi% eoun- 
tenanee just then gave suSieient proofs 
of his want of firmness. *' Your ladyship 
forgets,'* said he, *' that it is an undis* 
puted fact, that some eonstitutions are 
physieally aSeeted by the lightning. In 
that ease, the rnost abandoned viUain may 
bebold unmoved the fury of the ele- 
ments, while the pure and innoeent, as 
in the present instanee of the marehio* 
ness^ eannot avoid betraying the strongest 
marks of alarm and terror. Your lady-» 
ship's nerves, however, are luekily too 
strong to be thus painfully aATeeted." 

Another drcadful flash again ovcrpow- 
ered the marehioness, and her husband, 
aeeompanied by Miss Beaumont, earried 
her to her ehamber, and, to the great gra- 

I 3 ^ tiBeation 
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tiSeation of Ellen, remained wlth her 
' during the remainder of the tempest. 
This oeeasioned the family to separate 
later than usual, and Ellen hastened to 
her room, where Mrs. Mason was expect- 
ing her. 

" What a dreadful night !*' said the lat- 
ter. *' I should hardly think the duke 
would keep his appointment. It still 
lightens, and the distant thunder rolls aw- 
fully over the Gastle, Shall I step and see 
if his graee is waiting ?'* 

" No, my dear Mrs. Mason," replied 
Ellen: 'Mhe air is humid and ehill; you 
might get eold. I will wrap myself in 
this velvet mantle^ whieh will keep me 
from the damp.** Then taking 'a small 
silver lamp in her hand, she prepared for 
. her midnight visit. 

*' Heaven proteet y ou, my sweel ehild ! 
Shall I stay here till your return ? Nao- 
mi has been asleep Ihis hoiir." 

" Thank you, my kind friend ; I will 
not be long,** replied Ellen, who now, 

with 
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with quick but light footsteps, hastened 
to-execute her promise. 

Breathless with the fear of being dis- 
covered, she gained the ehapel ; a eold 
shudder erept over her as she entered it. 
Dim and obseure was every pb^'eet, whieh 
now and. then beeame visible from the 
faint rays of her lamp. She paused to 
take breath. Some one approaehed ; 
siek and trembling, she supported herself 
against a monument; it was that of the 
eountesB. By the glimmer of the lamp, 
she recognized the features of the duke. 

^' Dearest Miss Woodville !'* said he, 
taking her eold hand in his, '* I had de- 
spaired of seeing you this tempestuous 
Hight; but in every thing you rise supe- 
rior to your sex's weakness." 

^•* Your graee is mueh mistaken,'* re- 
plied EUen ; " even now I tremble lest my 
f isit should be discovered, and I ^ntreat 
that you will lose no time to aeauaini 
me with the purport of yours." 

'' My ardent desire to behold you 
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again," said his graee, '' would not allow 
me to niake known my eommunieation 
by letter. Here, at the tomb of this mar- 
tyred angel, let me warn you to guard 
against the apparent piety, and seem* 
ingly ^disinterested friendship of Cour- 
teney. The beloved being whose mateh- 
less form is now mouldering beneath these 
stones/onee thought as you do of this 
perfidious dissembler, yet he basely be- 
trayed her confidence, and that of hisbest 
friend, the husband of her ehoiee. This 
artful hypoerite, by a series of deeep- 
lions, gained the esteera of her father, to 
whom he diselosed the marriage of his 
only ehild, and to whom there is little 
doubt of his having basely ealumniated 
her husband. You start, my lovely un- 
believer; oh ! you do not know half his 
baseness, half his perRdy to your sex! 
From his eharaeter, whieh' I am well ac- 
quainted with, I have every reason to 
dread lest. he is desirous of ruining you 
in the estimation of the family, and per 

haps 
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Iiaps oP adding you to the long list of 
those who have fallen victims to bis du- 
plieity/' 

" GraciousHeaven !" exelaimed Ellen» 
*' and ean your graee seriously believe 
all this of a man who for so many years 
has preserved the most unimpeaebable 
name ? What eause ean he have Tor en« 
mity to nie ? Why shou]d he take so muoh 
trouble to ruin me with those I Iove^ 
sinee I have ever paid the utmost de- 
ference to his opinions and adyiee?" 

'' The habitual vileness of his nature/* 
replied the duke. *' Oh, my dear Miss 
Woodville ! do not shut your ears to tbe 
admonitions of one who is but too well 
convinced of his treaehery to those whom^ 
having the strongest elaim on his protee- 
tion and support, he abahdoned to all 
the horrors of want and wretehedness. 
God grant that my fears may be ground* 
less ! but who eould he mean but your- 
self, wjben speaking to Miss Beaumont of 
the favourite friend of lady GaroUne ?•* 

^5 The 
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The duke then repeated the words that 
he had heard spoken by Gourteney on 
the night of theball. 

Ellen turned siek. They eould al- 
lude only to herself ; yet still she seem- 
cd unwilling to give eredit to what ren- 
dered the benevolent, the devout Cour- 
teney, an object of the most horrible de- 
pravity. 

" I am too strongly interested in your 
welfare/' eontinued the duke, ''not to 
dread the seeret maehinations of this foe 
to woman. . Yet now that I have eau- 
tioned you against his professionsof sin- 
eerity and regard, I trust in God that you 
will be enabled to avoid any snare he 
may have laid for your eredulity. How 
long, dear Miss Woodville, are you to re- 
main under the same roof with this pro- 
Aigate man ?" 

*' I know not the exact length of my 
stay>" replied Ellen, " but I believe till 
November, when the chief of the family 
retur{i to London. But I shall now eon- 

tinye 
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tinue with fear and suspieion^ sinee your 

graee would not surely assert any thing 

against Mr. Gourteney that he did BOt 

ileserve. Oh, how little did my dear 

nother imagine in what hands she was pla* 

' ing her ehild^ when she entreated hioi 

. o be my direetor and adviser ! Base as 

\e must be^ I will not betray him to my 

^enerous lady Garoline^ who has long sus- 

eeted that he is very nearly all that your 

•aee represents him." 

''I would not harrow up your feel- 

\igs/' said the duke^ ^' by narrating facts 

f his wiekedness and eruelty^ that have 

ome within my knowledge, and that of 

vlr. Deloraine, who, having seen you, 

lear Miss Woodville, from the farm> when 

you ealled the other morning with lady 

Garoline, feels as deeply interested in ali 

that eoneerns you as myself.'* 

" Aeeept my grateful thanks,*' replied 
EUen; "and, should your graee evcr 
nass the Parsonage, I hope you will ho- 
nour my mother with a eall. She will 

X 6 be 
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be anxious to express her sense of the 
obligation thusconferrec[ on herdaughter. 
I must leaVe you now ; yet believe me, 
your advice, your eaution^ and the solem- 
nity of the plaee in whieh it was given, 
will not fail to make a due impression 
on my mind. I shall ever eonsider your 
graee as one of my best friends." 

'^Enviable distinetion !" exc]aifned 
the duke» pressing her hand to his bo- 
some ; '• and thou, blest spirit ! at whose 
aweful monument I am thus permitted to 
warn thy kindred excellence, of him who 
so deeply injured thee, oh^ hover over 
this sweet maid^ and by someseeretspelL 
give notiee of impending danger^ to save 
her from the diabolieal power of that vile 
hypoerite !** 

Ellen took leave of her friendly mo- 
nitor, and hastened, with eautiousstep, to 
the interior of the Gastle ; while the duke 
let himself out of the grounds by a pri« 
vate door, of whieh Mrs. Mason had given 
him the key. 

The 
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The faithful friencl of thesainted eoun- 
tess now b^eame the confidant of Ellen 
Woodville, and she repeated to her all 
that had passed between herself and the 
duke. 

" Well, God forgive me," eried Mrs. 
Mason, " if I wrong him, but I always 
suspeeted Mr. Gourteney was the eause 
of poor Susan Homely's elopement; and 
now that the duke aSirms him to be so 
bad a man, my suspieions are eontirmed/' 

'' Nothing ean be raore painful/* re- 
plied Ellen, " than to discover depravity 
in those we love ! So highly have I al- 
ways esteemed Mr. Gourteney, that not 
any thing but the assuranees or his graee 
'eould tempt me to give eredit to his un- 
worthiness. My dear lady Garollne has 
long had strong suspieions of his hypo- 
erisy, but never would I give any belief 
to them ; and even now that I am eom- 
pelled to renounee all hope of his still 
being the excellent eharaeter he appears 
to be> I wiil not inerease the dislike of 

. lady 
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lady Garoline, or subjeet him to her 
pointed innuendoes.*' 

^^ And yet it is a pity/' said Mrs. Ma- 
son, ^' that sueh a dangerous person is 
not unmasked^ that all the world might 
know and avoid him ; he must be the 
most artful of men to have so long de- 
ceived my lord andall his family. Mer- 
cy on me ! I shudder to reflect that the 
marquis and his brother were edueated 
by this worthless ereature ; what oppor- 
tunities has he not had of poisoning 
their tender minds, and perverting their 
prineiples ! The marquis was too stub- 
born to be mueh under his direetion, but 
lord Edwin's mild and yielding disposi- 
tion rendered him an easy tool in the 
hands of a wieked man/' 

'* And yet, my dear Mrs. Mason, his 
lordship seems to have passed through the 
fiery ordeal unhurt." 

*' Ah^ I hope he has ; but^ my dear 
ehild, remember that ^smooth water runs 
deep ;* he is but young ; time alone will 

proYe 
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prove if he has eseaped the eontagion he 
has so long been exposed to/* 

The possibility of lord Edwin^ the be- 
loved eounterpart of Theodore Wood- 
ville, being tainted by the preeepts of 
Gourteney, gave Ellen the most serious 
uneasiness. It disturbed herrest for that 
night, andvisibly affected herspirits; yet 
Ellen was of too happy a nature to eon- 
tinue long under the inAuenee of dejec- 
tion. It was more than probable that 
lord Edwin had eseaped, sineethegeneral 
tenor of his eonduet was so perfectly 
amiable, that it authorized this opinion. 
Gourteney was alsorepresented as aeting 
chiefly with duplieity to her own sex. 
He might^ therefore^ as well as from pru- 
dential motives, have eoneealed from his 
pupils all those artifices by whieh his own 
aetions were regulated. How easily \ve 
eredit what we wish! how readily does 
the mind aeeomraodate itself to the de- 
sires of the heartl 

The inereasing tenderness of lord Ed- 

\»in^ 
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win, and his solemn assuranees that he 
eould never love Miss Beaumont, by de- 
grees brought Ellen to listen to his 
avowaIs of attaehment^ and to make a 
sort of haTf-confession that he was not 
Viewed with inditTerenee. The remem- 
branee, however, of his unele's wishes 
respeeting him and darissa^ together 
with lord Mortimer's knowri ambition, 
prevented her from eneouraging his 
hopes, or aeknowledging to the full ex- 
tent her own seeret prepossession in his 
favour. His lordship was nevertheless 
well assured of her pre^erenee^ whieh was 
betrayed by many little trifles, of whieh 
she herself was ignorant. So dearly did 
he love Ellen, that in spite of the fe- 
monstranees and advice of his preeeptor, 
he would have risked the displeasure of 
hifi family, eould he have persuaded her 
to a elandestine marriage. Onee he had 
hinted to her his wish, but she immedi- 
ately sileneed him. He was, however, 
determined to try onee more what love 

and 
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and persuasion eould eSeet, and there* 
fore anxiousIy sought an oppo^tunity of 
speaking to her in privatejest the wateh- 
ful eyes of Gourteney should discover 
vhat would draw on himself his re» 
proaehes and his seorn. 



CHAP, VI. 

Ellbn was ineapable of aeting with^dis^ 
simulation, and tiierefore eould noC 
wholly hide the ehange in her opinion 
whieh had taken plaee sinee her noetur* 
nal visit. She however strove to eon- 
eeal her repugnanee to the sight of 
Gourteney, by avoiding him as mueh as 
possible. Notwithstanding this precau« 
tion» the wily hypoerite had suSieient 
quickness todiseotrer that Ellen no longer 
sought his soeiety, no longer greeted 
his approaeh with the smile of pleasure ; 

and 
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and he set down this alteration to (he 
good office8 of lady Garoline, who, for 
some reason or other, he felt assured was 
not kindly disposed towards him. Con- 
seious of his evil intentions^ he had not 
the eourage to question Ellen eoneern- 
ing the eause of her shyness ; solaeing 
himself, however> with the idea that she 
was not likely to beeome acquainted 
with any thing he feared to be diselosed. 
Oneeireumstanee aATorded him subject 
for deep meditation ; it was this : — on the 
night of tbe storm:» he had made an assig- 
nation with Miss Beaumont's maid^ a 
woman of loose morals^ whom h^ had 
met oeeasionally in the wood^ and who 
shewed no repugnanee to his advances. 
He was returning from her ehamber, 
down the baek-stairs, when the rays of 
£llen*s lamp startled and alarmed him, 
. and indueed him to retreat with preeipi- 
tation ; he stopped^ however, on reeol- 
leeting that it must be one of the ^amily^ 
as the domesties were atl safe in their 

own 
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own rooms. The eonstriietion of the 

stairease, whieh was of a spiral form, en- 

abled him to see from abovc who passed 

on to the landing-plaee of the gallery 

leading to those rooms belonging to the 

late eountess^ lady CaroIine, and Miss 

Beaumont. To his utter astonishment, 

he beheld the light and graceful forra of 

Ellen Woodville, and felt the most raek- 

ing euriosity to learn the eause of her 

being up and alone at that hour; he 

was^ however/ eonstrained to bury his 

desires in his own bosom, sinee he eould 

not gratify them without being obliged 

to aeeount for his own wanderings; yet, 

where eould she have been ? what eould 

oeeasion her to ehuse the private stpir- 

ease, sinee, supposing that she had been 

to the library, that was by far the most 

eireuitous route ? 

Of all improper motives, demon as he 
was, Leopold neverrheless acquitted El- 
len ; in his own mind he tirmly believed 
that a beins: so free from fault was rare- 
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ly tohe met with; and he gave her am- 
ple eredit for possessing every virtuc 
that her Iovely features and still more 
lovely manners seemed to indieate ; yet 
the deadly hat'red whieh he bore her 
urged him to ealumniate one of God's 
most perfect ereatures, and to sull]^^ by 
the foulest aspersions^ the purest aetions. 
He had diselosed his plan to the mar- 
ehioness and Miss Beaumont; the latter, 
eager to get rid of her rival by any 
means^ instantly signified her approba- 
tion ; but the marehioness, although 
smarting under the belief that EUen was 
coquetting with her husband^ and triAing 
%vith her own peaee^ ncvertheless reject- 
ed a proposal whieh would expose her 
former favourite to the severe displea- 
sure of Mrs. Woodville, and disgraee her 
with her warmest friends at the Gastle — 
^^ Let us, my dear sir/' said she, '* hope 
that EUen will diseontinue her improper 
levity. Already she appears eonseious 
of haying done wrong^ sinee she never 

walks 
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walks alone with the marquis^ and seems 
to shun hisattentions; to write to her 
mother an aeeount of her eonduet^ and, 
request her to be reealled^ would be too 
severe a punishment of a erime for whieh 
she now endeavours to atone." 

Foiled in his plan on the marehioness^ 
Gourteney for the presertt laid aside his 
seheme ; but the restless impatienee of 
Miss Beaumont soon urged him to exert 
afresh his talents for ttiischief— '^ Jemi- 
ma," said she, " is so silly as to believe 
that Miss \Voodviile is sorry for the un- 
easiness she has oeeasioned her^ and talks 
of receiving her onee more into her eon- 
fidence and favour. This must be pre* 
vented, my dear friend, for I know the 
marehioness's disposition is sueh, that 
should she trust to the speeious appear- 
anee of Ellen, she will not seruple to be- 
tray all her suspieions, and perhaps our 
private conferences. Something must 
be done to keep alive her jeaIousy, un- 
til your plan ean be put into execution ; 

let 
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let us but get rid of this bane to our re- 
pose, and it is of little cpnsequence what 
Mrs. Wopdville may say about her 
daughter being thus unexpectedly re- 
turned to her." 

It was not, however, the intention of 
Gourteney that her daughter should re- 
turn, unless, indeed^ lord Edwin ehose 
to play the foo], and let his prize eseape. 
He resolved, nevertheless, to take eare 
and guard against being discovered to be 
* an aider and abettor in the plot, resolv- 
ing to eonduet himself in sueh a manner 
that, if neeessary, he raight still appear 
the friend, instead of the betrayer of 
EUen. 

It was now the middle of Septenaber, 
when one fine morning, lady Garoline 
proposed that the whole party should 
take their baskets, and go into the woods 
to gather nuts. This was agreed to by 
all, and they aeeordingly prepared for 
their rambling excursion, 

Lord Edwin^ who ardently longed for 

an 
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an opportiinity of being alone with £1- 
len^ eaught the little basket out of her 
hand> and plaeing her arm under his 
own, ran after his sister and Adolphus, 
]eaving the rest of the ^amily behind 
them. 

Lady Garoline said» laughingly^ as she 
entered the path whieh led to where the 
gipseys had formerly pitehed their tent — 
^* Ellen, d.o you remember this spot ? — 
apropo8j my dear girl^ do not forget the 
Ides of Mareh !'* 

^' So, so !" eried Adolphus; " your 
ladyship^ I perceive^ has been eonsulting 
the' dark-eyed sibyls of the wood ; what 
a pity they have emigrated., sinee, at our 
approaeh^ we should have been surround- 
ed^ and I might have discovered some of 
your ladyship's and Miss Woodville'8 se* 
erets!'* 

" Ahd did ffOU listen fo their foIIy ?'' 
rnq.uired lord Edwin of his blushing eom- 
panion. 

'' Ccrtainly, Mr. Impudenee!** replied 



his sister ; *' how dare you to suppose 
that I engross the whole of tny sex's cu« 
riosity, and that Miss Ellen is more sm" 
sible, more prudent than I am ? — Merey 
on us, Ellen^ you look as confused as if I 
had betrayed some mighty seeret V' 

*' What, my dear lady Garoline/' said 
yonng Beaumont^ ^' did the gipsey tell 
you ? Gome, do not be ashamed to repeat 
overthelistofconquestsyouweretomake4 
and the many Iovers who were to be 
killed by the fire of those bright eyes. I 
dare say she told you the name and eom- 
p1exion of your future husband— ^id 
she, Miss Woodvifle ?'* 

'' Shall I satisfy Mr. Beaumont^ lady 
Garoline ?" said Ellen, arehly. 

It was now her ladyship's turn to co- 
lour and look embarrassed. 

'* There are some fine nuts in tbat 

path/* eried Adolphus, exultingly ; "and 

hurrying away his lovely partner, left 

#brd Edwin and Ellen free to converse 

uiirestrained. 

«Will 
f 
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tf ^}|} yQij not follow your sister, my 
lord y inquired Ellen. " Look how tbey 
hanff in elusters down that walk; indeetl 
they are mueh better tha» these^** . • ; r' 

*' No, dearest Elleti/^' replied hi^jft)rd- 
ship; '' I have ttTe^^ mueh i'egar(iJBgtt|g^ -'' l 
feeling;s of my friend to depriveT|^E^pf^'^' 
the eharming opportunity he now has of 
rallying my lively sister for her froIic, 
and making her sue for peaee on his own 
terms : but may I inquire what glorious 
destiny awaits j/ou? what would I.have 
'given to have heard unseen the diselo- 
sure of your future fortune ! tell me, 
lovely Elien, were you satisfied with the 
predietion ?'* 

" I searee remember what it was/' she 
replied, eolouring deeply, as she uttered 
the intentional falsehold ; *' but, my 
lord, you have hardly gathered any nuts 
yet; your sister's basket will be full be- 
fore mine." ' . 

^' Never mind that, my sweetest lixve ; 
• YOL. IV. K thougb 



». 



t9A THE tiY'Pbeki*^/ 

tHbiigh I may veriture hJ "dfllrtfl 4\Szt 
Besiutndnt, like myselT, hisis n6t Ireeh ve¥f 
indu^trtous: liut I tWnk' "We will g'<>'^fBr- 
tKer into the wo6d i thes^ nut*, as- you 
cbserve, are not the (Inest/* * 

JLonL Edwin now ^trurk tnto a' 'paffi 
less likely to be frequented by any o( 
the party.' Ellen began to break oATthe 
tempting bunehes with an eagerness 
whieh ihad.e his lordship smile. 

•' You are right, my sweet girl ; we 
will fill the basket/ and then I ean eoh^ 
verse undisturbed on the subject neatfeit 
my heart/' . v 

Ellen immediately relaxed her hisit, 
but her eompanion redoubled^bis, and 
tbe basket was soon fall— *' N<nv, my 
l>eloved Ellen," eried he, wilb siiifliag 
pleasure, ** our task is done, let iisf re- 
pose a little from our labour ; let Hs^sit 
do'wn under the shade of thesetrees, 
^nd enjoy the delightful pritaey arpuad 
«s/' 

. Hc 



''uy^ gppf(\y ^G^ her on the V|rrd^iit 
H^'t^r Mn4 ibrawing hiniself bonide Heiy 
f>r(^^ her faa«d tenderly to hts lips. 

i'^O^, Elleo V' 94i>d be, ^' sueh i mo«* 
ment as this is worth bairaman^s lire-^ 
myrGod ! what ielieity would it be to 
posiiess tbe privilege of ,enjoying many 
sueh! yet the rapture I now taste is not 
witbout ailoy, since« to eonSrm my bliss^ 
I ought to be assured that yottr feelings 
are in unison with mine. Tell me then, 
dearest Elleti, is ihere a bope that my 
ten^ern'ess wiil ever be ret-urned ? Do 
not bre^ that nirt, my love« you may 
iv^fe yourteetb.; givcit me." 
1 |Iis iordririp now broJce several~for 
^i^r ; and BUen thougbt tbem the sweeit- 
ie^tisbe had ever tasted^ although it "was 
(^ly. tb^ tbell ihat had touebed- I^s 
«owtK ' 

, " Tell me, I co>njure you," be eon^- 
«Mied, " ipay I fiai\er myself that, co|uid 
my unele's eom^t be ebtained, ymi 

k2 would 
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would not ref«se rae th«*posse88ioH>of 
yourheart?" i' >i ' 

" Why, my lord/' she replied, j«i a 
famt voice, *\ do yon again yeesp to a . 
siibject whieh is painful for me ^tb Hseen 
f o ? p.ainful, beeaiisel knaw tbat Idrd 
Mortimer would never yield to your so- 
Jicitations.'* 

" Yet, my dearest EHen, it will aflfbrd 
me li^eand hope if you would but bless 
me vvith tbe rapturous sound of my 
being the object of your preference ! l 
swear by Heaven, that to, obtain your 
ihand I would sncrifice all that I am pos- 
sessed of ! do not, tberefore, rePuse roe 
a happiness whieh is in^your ovan power 
to bestow ! — ean you love me» EUen ?" 

" Alas, my lord, I am so poor a dissein- 
bler; that I only fear youare bul too well 
convinced of my sentiments in your fa- 
vour." 

At sueh a momeiit as the pres^nt all 
the prudent admonitions. of Gourteney 

were 
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were forgolte»'^aH tbe imp^nding re- 
sentment of the earl; and lord Edwin 
flueg bimse]f on his knees hefore Ellen, 
and bewught her, in the most eIoquent 
-terois, fo eonsent to a private raarriage. 
AJl th»t Iave ediild sug^gest was urged 
in fiavour of hh suit; all that the most 
eridearing fondness eould devise was 
brougl^t up to support his eause. , 

Ellen did not listen unmoved to tbe 
honied voice of the man she love(f ; her 
features, rendered niore captivating frOm 
their blushing tenderness, confirmed the 
hope^ of lord Edwin, who, to do him 
justi€e, would joyfully have hazarded 
every thing to make Elien his wife; this, 
however, her own pride refu&ed. 

" Rise, my dear lord," said she, endea- 
Youring to recover her lirmneTss, '* rise, I 
beseeeh you ; I have been sedueed into 
a confession whieh ean alTord you but 
little gratiHeation ; yet think me not 
ungrateful for your generous willingness 
to saeriliee eveh the favour of your re- 

K 3 lations 
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Vtions^ ft)r my sake ; sin^A^leirtiSh^^Ss^'^y 
iorei, Wni iievcr be fbr|Mten ^^^ti^Ws 
should not tempt me t6 tirfib l^a^^dts^ge 
or it ! I own the dtsparity of d^ Vd^k!{n ^ 
1ife, own it with re^ret/sirtde tha? alone 
preYents my aeeeptiiig yduf ''g^(id*f6te 
6ffer wiih pride and ple^iittr^^/^^ ^''';''^ 

" Loveliest of womenl iriU^do^tf'iii- 
deed perslst in refusing tb'bee^e* iriy 
\vife ? oh, Etlen, do not^ej^ct itty' pfO- 
posal of a priyate union ! yott itiidW 
Hot the fa(al consequences Whieh msty 

' resiilt, if you persist in your dWie^iiia- 
tion/* /j 

" I know too welt my lord, what^iff?ey 
lvon)d be> were Iweak enough* t6*yield 

* to y our pleadings. Never, my dear^Ibrd 
Edwin, will I meanly stea^l into in^-Ei- 

^ikily, and purehase aa exalted itlfll6^^t 

- the pritis of my husband^s eomTdtt ^«d 
Wy owh ^self-esteem. Lord Morthner 

•i^btrtd deem himse!f disgraeed by your 
marrying one less nobly borii than him* 
«lelf; IshouM feel that I bad disgraeed 

the 



.fl)ic .<?dj(i^a(ion I have received^, and the 
.'pr^pts I h?ve been taiight, were I to 
.ent^j||:^}^destinely into thenoblest family 

in Ig^urppe/' . 

. , The digniBed air of Ellen, and the 
CQn^ciousness.of heredit^ry virtue, and a 
proud independeney of spirit whieh 
Aashed like a gleam of lighining from 
her beautiful blue eyes, sileneed the de* 
sponding Ioven He rose^ and taking up 
the basket^ walked silently by the side of 
Ellen, who was anxious to nieet his sis« 
ter^Iest her heroism should grow weaker, 
by viewing the-de^eeted air of her bro« 
(her. 

The happy eountenanees of lady Caro* 
line and Adolphus Beaumont were a 
stroDg eontrast to those of Ellen and her 
eompanion, who, mortided and disap- 
pointed^ sought nevertheless to.eoneeal 
bis ehagrin from tbe rest of the family, 
who now joined them on their return td 
the Gastle. 

Gourteney, at the first glanee, tlis- 

K * covered 
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covered the ehange mhis pupirs 'fea- 
tures^ and therefore followed him to his 
ehamber, to learn the eause ; while laePy 
Garoline, tequally penetrating, quitted 
the arm of her lover, to inquire what 
had thus snddenly disturbed the happy 
disposition of her brother. 

Ellen, without any hesitation, repeated . 
what had passed, and her own fix^d de- 
terminalion to withstand the persiiasions 
of his lordship. 

'' Priend of my soul !" aied lady Ca- 
roline, warmly embraeing her favourite, 
" I thought nothing, eould inerease my 
regard ; but this noble forbearance, this 
generous se]f-denial, has added to the ad- 
miration I h3ve ever felt for your eha- 
raeter ! Dear Ellen, how few women 
possess the resolution lO deny.sueh a re- 
quest ! I am sure I do not, neither did 
my poor eousin, the late eountess, sined 
^ll her sorrows sprung from her impru- 
dent marriage. Thank God ! I am not 
plaeed in her situation, for.I should eer- 

tainly 
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tainly have prcferred sueh a man as De- 
laratne to aU the noblemen in the king- 

*^So sbould I/' hastily replied Elleii. 
" ,Were the rank and forl»ne on my 
side, and lord Edwin pennyless, my af- 
fection would lead me to make the same 
saeri^ee for him 'as the eountess did for 
her husband/* 

^ '^ My eharming' friend/' replied her 
ladyship, *' I will hope yet to eall you 
sister, in spite of the sulky and ill-natured 
looks of eiarissa, and the pride of my 
unele. Edwin, I suppose, is gone to his 
Yrbrthy preeeptor, who, no doubt, i^ill 
e«tol yaur eonduet, and bestow on his 
weakness his most terriAe eensure. I do 

\ 

not think, Ellen, that your opinion of 
Gourteney is q\\Sk as favourabIe as it 
was; you eertainly are not as familiar 
with him as ygu were.-^But I almost for- 
got to tell you what a delightful roorn-> 
itig I have spent with Adolphus; he has 

K 6 been 



tertaining^ that ir he OQajbiiines»90 kgt^ 
able, I ^aU make tny mtN^ .tbi|jfriirt«r 
a^ady Garolioe Beaiimont/' 

:.. " Nothing will aSbrd me-iaore si^rere 
j)leasure ihan to salute your, tady^b^^iby 
that name ;>you eould not have>chow5>a 
more amiable, a raore deserviiig ohy«el» 

, nor one more sensible of yotir m^rilaL '- 

" Ontie,"^ repHed lady Caroliiie« " I 
was in great doubt 6i hk sensibility fm 
that point ; I believe^ my dear Elleii» he 
wa6 eaught by the blaze Qf your beatuty ; 
bnt I was too smett tempered to tom.plaiii> 
^nd Ioved yon too raueh to dtslike y w 
lor what you eould not help. I ha^e 
not lost by tbis eonduet, £or Adolphi^^ 
who is as eandid as myselfj confessed (bat 

: ijfiy wondeTful liberalit^nd generosU^ ?e-> 

.ealled his wand^ring aAeetions, whleh 
are now my own beyond tbe power of 

ic;haiige." . 

i i ^Kaomi now entered, to deliYer ktters 
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n» tr^P «mt r^rsr from the Panonage ; and 
kk)}i'Cfiro)irie qQkted her, in hopeS of re- 
^^mngsonne herseirfroin London. 

Ellen» i/vith a Autter of deltght^ Iran 
tprtt the weH-'known eharaeters of her 
motber and sister; the tenderness of their 
sentiriients restored her. bosom to its for- 
mer tranquiUity ; but what alTorded her 
most gratiAeation^ was a short letter fronv 
Theodore^ in whieh he expressed the 
8tr»ngest hope of passing his Ghristmas 
with her at the Parsonage^ sinee it was 
eoniidentially reported that the regiment 
would be remoYed to within ten miles 
of that dear and saered abode of domes- 
tie happiness^ early in November; he 
«;oncIuded by saying that his friend 
CoIin Maxweil had been sent fQr ex- 
press by the olil^ lady whose fortune he 
was to inheritj all hopes of .her reeotery 
being over. ' • ^ 

'' In that ease," said he, '* my Miiid 
wilt quit the army^ marry Fanny/'and 
turn plain eountry gentleman, to the 

X 6 great 
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great satiBraetion oP my mother andr ^s^ 
ter* I shall feel this depmatton ttiore 
keenly, as there are nohe in the regi- 
ment worthy to supply his plaee, none 
with whom I ccDld assoeiale with any 
pleasure ; I have some thoughts^there^ore, 
pr exchanging int o the Gtiards — but mobe 
ofthisherearter. Colinadvisesmetomak€ 
love to the only daughter ofa rieh ba* 
roriet who is here, and with whom I am 
upon very good terms ; bi!it I reply td 
«11 his ftiendly admonitions — Almeria is 
j70t an Ellen. In vain h,o tries to laugh 
me out pf my determination never to 
marry, unless I ean find a woman who r>e- 
sembles you. He tells me, that as that 
is impossible, I had beiter eithertake the 
fair band of Almeria Roehdale, or rivet 
oMr family al)iance more firmly, by eon- 
lenting myself with his favourite sister, 
Stella Maxwell. CouId any thing induee 
me to waver frpm my purpose, it would 
be the last-mentioned lady ; I have seen 
ber picturj?, I have Hstenedi to her eba* 

raeter. 
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raeten, <ira9/n by my bosom friend^ and 
that frietid her brbtber ; yet I still reply^ 
— she is not an Ellen." 

How Hattering this enviable preference 
from the brbther she so idolized ! how 
did 6he.rejoice at the reeent victory she 
had t»btaivied over her aiTeetions — a vic- 
tory that made her worthy the distin* 
giiished partiality ,of Theodore ! Not as 
usualdid she run to present her mother's 
letter to Gourteney, but waited until he 
was assembied with the rest of the fami« 
lyin the dining-parlour; she thengave'it 
him^ without making any eomment upon 
its eontents. 

9- — 

" Leopold^ struek more than ever by her 
manner, yet unwilling that she should 
p^rceive it, returned the letter of Mrs. 
Woodvi|le with one of his hypoeritieat 
smiles, expressirig his satisfaCfion atheai^- 
ing that they were all well at the Par- ' 
sonage. 

" Has my mother written to yow, Mr. ^ 
Gourteney, byahe samepost?*- * r: 

'' She 
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/ ^^ She h^s done mt} tkat botmir/^be 
replied; *' I did not Aevfit'ypia^-ihc^ 
eause it merely eoatttins a repetition «if 
lier loo Aatt^ring sentiments/^ 

There was^ however^ another reasem ; 
Mrs. Woodville had wrtlten eoneerning 
the confidential eommunieations sfae liad 
made to Courteney> beibre ht left sir 
Godfrey's^ and wbteh were to.reinain a 
seer^ from £IIen> as well a& rrom her 
other children« 

" You are inAnitely ioo modesty Mr. 
Courteney," said lady CaroIine, ", ioo 
d^Ment of your own merits ; a mind and 
heart sueh as yours ought to feel as con« 
seious of its superior value as those do to 
whom your sterling worlh is known/* 

: •' Your ladyship forgets/' replied the 
bypoerite^ in a tone of well*feigned hu* 
^Tnility, /' tbat among tbe few instruetions 
1 iiad the hpnour to give ypu, I invarx- 
abiy eautioned you against yielding to 
the dangerous voi€e of Aattery : tt seems 
aho tbat I should have admonisbed your 

ladyship 



Mi^dakfk'tk6i to turn Aalierer ; an praise^ 
^odnysi^ from H ps neh as y ours, would 
%einptm» anehoyite to growain»" 

' - A very pretty eompliment, Courte» 
iiey/' satd lord Mortimer ; ** and Caro- 
iine wiil peceivie it with more gratifica-* 
A^i beeause it is bestowed by you/' 

Of thii» however^ both the pupil and 
the preeeptor were very doubtPul^ sinGe 
iieither of them believed the words of 
eaeh other. 

' As ihe Lisbnmes and Ashfords were ex- 
peeted in the evening, £llen retired to - 
her room after dinner, to make some 
Itttle alteration in her dress ; this done, 
she reeolleeted that she would have time 
. ro tinisb a favourite Toraanee, and tliere- 
fore h^tened down to the library for 
Ihe last voIume. It avas ueeesaary tbat 
she should pass through an apartment 
dose to that in wbieh the younger part 
of tbe gcntlcmen> and Courtcney, who 
j«maiaed witb tbem, were still enjoying 

the 
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ihe pleasures of Ihe.g1afi$t ^llen was 
proeeeding to the studyi when ,^he stpp- 
ped, suddenly at the sound of her o^iyn 
flame, given as a toast by the xaarqiji;$; 

" Gonie, eome, Edwip./' s^idh^^ '' eonr 
/ess at onee thereason p^ your evi<;lent 
vexation; Miss Woodville and you qi|dr- 
relled this morning about the eolpur of 
the earriage, or the amount of her settle- 
ment^ or some sueh triAe^ I dare say ; but 
do not grieve, my dear boy, you know 
* lover$' quarrels are only the renewals of 
love." 

*' I do not understand you/' replied 
lord Edwin ; " you know my unele's in- 
tentions are no seeret, 1 should therefore 
be mad to oppose them. It would have. 
been more to the purpose if I Bad dilTer- 
ed with Miss Beaumont about the non- 
sense vou mention." 

*' My sister," said Adolphus, warmly, 
*' would, I hope, reject ail oATers from a 
divided heart. Shd is not without dis- 

eriminatioii» 
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erimin^tion, and mnst, therefore, have 
Jong eeased to eipeet any love froin lortl 
Edwin/' 

" You eannot be m earnest,Beaumont ? 
Surely the unmeaning gallantry, whleh 
has fnfluenced my aetions towards Miss 
Wooclville, eannot in<erfere with my in- 
tended union, with your sister/' 

Ellen hardly breathed ; shefeltachill 
eorae over her whole franie; her heart pal- 
pitated violcnrly; and she sunk oh a 
eoueh ailmost lifeless. Tbe loud and an- 
gry voit« of Adolphus kiept her fronv 
fainiino:, 

''And isir possible, my lord/* he eried, 
" that vou ean avow sueh dishonourable 
sentiments ? Is Kllen Woodville, one of 
the most lovely, the most amiable and 
innorent of women, an object eapable 
pf inspiring'sueh feelings iu the breast 
of any man ? ^Unmeaning gallantry ! By 
Heaven! I eannot express the indigna- 
tion vvhich 1 fcel at the idea of IriAing with 
the tenderness of sueh an angelie erear 

ture ! 



pi me ! I $hpught y ^rii J[oy^^ N^ii^ W99i' 
x^]\\^ with all that fervQiir qf5 pa^s^^ 4p 
lyhieh she i& so eapable orgivisgi>|r4^ J 
feel satisfie4 however» tha| the m;»'ciu^f ajB4 
Mr« Gottrteiiey will join me in testjffying 
Iheir disapprobation of your eonduet^" 

" You are rather too wapoi, A4r. Beau- 
mont," said Leopold, respectfully* " Suf- 
fer me to remind you of the unpleasant 
«tuation in whieh your friend i^ now 
plaeed. The beauty of Miss Woodvil)e 
may have fascinated his senses^ and mis- 
led him for a time into an appearanee oF 
indiATerenee for Miss Beaumont. I be- 
}ieve he is sensible of the error he h^s 
eommitted, but it is not of a nature to 
be easily reetiSed.** 

'* My dear tutor/' replied lord Edwin, 
struggling with his own eontending emo- 
tiA^» *' I ^^ aeeountable to ho man for 
^uy aetions^ if I except my unele, whpse 
:;p^|ternal eare ^nd aiTeetion give him a 
superior right over me. I should have 
''% thougbtf 



J 
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ilidi^lif/1ibwdr^i'; that Mr. Beaamoht 

^Hitd ii«^ sb' ifeadi1y hare talen affence 

. art Ai^ vbfiJng tb ktone fdr my late ne- 

gleet orMs swier ; be is at Kberty, neTCr- 

th^ieissrtd th!nk wtiat he pleases/' 

' ^*l'Sp*iiki marq\iis T* eriedyoung Beao- 
nioht, with nnabated warmth ; " speak, 
nor be^leiit intbe eause of injored in* 
noeenee ! Shew me the man^ indepekd- 
ant 0f lord Edwin, who would not die in 
the derenee of sueh a woman as ElIeEk^ 
Wo6dviHe!" 

' ** Thus ealled on," replied the marquis, 
'^^lmtist throw aside all pruden'ee, afifd 
^troW, in spite of the presenee oP my 
' Wbrthy tutor, that my opinions are the 
skitrd'a^ yours. I think Miss Woodtille 
the most perPeet of her sex, and were 
I fif^e^to*morrow, would glory in raising 
herto my own rank in soeiety." ': 

'^ My noble feIIow !'* exclaimed AdbU 
phus, pressing his hand irapetUou$Ij^,. 
.'* sueh a heart, sueh a mind, is worthy^ia 
monareb.** . '^ 

«Ye* 
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ged ber trembJjing . ]im^ tO; ^t^ ^Kti* 
ehapt^ber. Here she flung hcfrself p^r tbe 
iirst seat that presented itself, and fouiKi 
a Jittle relicved by giving v;«y tq lier 
tears. It was now^ tor the ^i^sl "tlnaey 
that the heart of Ellen knew.red ago»^, 
except when deprived of ber^htimryhy, 
the will of the Alniighty* Iit was^ n9V- 
tbat she experienced the severest disap-*; 
pointment^ the severest woe***tiie Yibjccl 
af her innoeent adoration« < Ihe eou^ler- 
part of ber Tbepd<Mre, 4iad debased^liia 
heavenl}r Hkeness^ and beeome .imiiiC9ct{||g 
of her esteero. From being liey.^^pi^» 
ahe beeame bumiDg bot ; ber ebeek M9P 
Ausbed with fevei;:, andiier breath piMrc||r 
ed the soft skin of her lQyelj mw^, ^ \ 
, In this state she was discovered by 4i{dy 
Caroiine, w^ eanie to felcliher^^^ tb^dir 
gnests .were alre^y arri ved. y Hea^yeM ! 
niy l^^loYed El^en .!*' said her affec.tioiia|e 
i|iiend, /^ wbat is the malter? yeni look 
ifi. a hiigh fe5ren My hand shrinka irrai 
^ sepr^torig; temeh 9^ yoiw?. D^arest 
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Elle^, 'l^t me send off Sitnpson direetly 
f%^r a3Viee; I am qmte miserable about 

" lihai be better preseiitly/' reptied 
Elleti, breathing with dif!iculty, and try-« 
ittg to Toree a smile; 'Mndeed I shall 
soon be b^tter. Go down» my dear 
rriend:^ ahd' male «ome excuse for me ; 
but d'6 iiot excite any alarm ; I will join 
ydir, if possibIe/aft^r tea." 

•'l will not leave you, Ellen^ in this 
^tate ; at least let me send for Mason ; 1 
alM eertain yoa are iery ilK What ean 
86 Middenly haveteoiigbt on thi^ rsiging 
htiH ?* Tell me^ my love^ bas any thing 
a^^tted yotf r spirtts ? You know^ Ellen^ 
/ have ho resenres from you." 
^ l^eilher woold Sllen, in sMiy other ease» 
ht#e hid ^ny thtng from ladj Garoline ; 
hit to betray to iier the baseoess^ the 
iliipardonable dnplieity oif her brotber, 
Wm impbsstble ; and tbe rejoiced at the 
eiitranee of M rs. Masoo, wbo heeMnm 
^ually alarmed liitb lady Caroline. 

' ^ ' ^'Oblige 
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" Oblige rne, my kind friend/' said 
EUen ; '^ return to the drawing-roonK 
Indeed, indeed I shall be better soon ; 
ifnot, I will send forvou: but let me 
beg «that you will make Kght of my in^ 
disposition/' 

Laidy Garoline, sorely against her in- 
elination, now left her, to make the ne- 
eessary excuse for her absenee; and Ellen 
no sooner fourid herselP alone with the 
venerable eonlSdant of the eountess, than 
she flung her' arms round her neek, and 
again burst into tears,- 
; '* My ehildtsmy lovcly ehild ! what 
im I to guess,froih this distress ? It is 
not bodily suflfering that would thus 
weaken the »powers of your firm mind. 
Relieve your full bosom, by diseiosing to 
7zerwho was tbought worth^^^to be trust- 
cd by my adored mistress, the eause of 
this violent sorr^w.- Has the marqui$, 
in the heat of youthful passion, forgot 
that he is no longer free ? Who has drawn 

K •• forth . 
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tarWi these tears, these sobs, my deartst 
ehild ?'• 

. '' I will tell you all,*' replied the weep- 
ing Ellen, " for to you alone will I eon- 
fidc the wreek of all my Tondest hopes. 
Alas! that 1 should live to utter it ! — 
lord Eilwip is the diseiple of CourteneT, 
ihe foIlower of his fatal eounsels !" 

Again she sunk on the bosom of 
her aATeetlonate friend and eonRdant, 
who, kissing^ tenderly her eheek^ mingled 
her tears with those of the deeply-afllicted 
EHen, who, when a little recovercd from 
the eATeets of this heavy bl ow, repeated 
to Mrs. Mason the whole of what she 
had beard. 

*' Alas'! arlas ! 1 feared, 1 know not 
why," said Mrs. Mason, *' the baneful 
inAuenee of Mr. Gourteney over the tou 
yielding mihd of lord Edwin, and ant 
Tdlly persuaded that even now he zct% 
under hirguidanee. Take eomtort, tny 
sweet ehild ; his lordship m^y be mi'Je<l 
vou IV. L for 



"Tar the present by his vile eounseHiir, 
but he will still prove worthy your go^oA 
'opinion, and tnake amends^or thb a[ctirf 
^veakness/' 

^'Never1 tteverV* exclaimed EHeh ; 
^'lhe illusion is over! it Viras bot flkt3 
morning he used the most endearing 
*})ersuasions'to induee meto a elandestine 
marriage. 1 withstood all hris elQquence, 
vet coilfessed that^he was not indiSerent 
to me. In so short a time to ebange, to 
avow that hisattentionsarosemerelv frora 
^gallantry^ and that he still meant to ful- 
iil voluntarily the wishes e-^ his uncft, 
shews a depravity of heart, a weakness 
'oT intelleet, that shoeks me beyond belief. 
Oh, my dear Theodore ! for whose sake 
nlone this eruel nian beeame dear fo me, 
Jiow diAerently would you have aeted, 
'undersimilareiretimstanees ! How grate- 
ful am 1 now, for that independeney of 
spirit^ whieh taught meto reject theoflfer 
of stealing into rank and power! What 

ivould 
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voti1d >iave been niy.fate, if I had msir- 
Iried lord£dwini and then discovered the 
perDi(^u$ ppineipies on whieh he a'ets !" 

'* Ybu had better lie down^ my ehild, 
and try ta eompose yourseir. Gontlnue 
to draw oomfore (rom your own Arm- 
T>ess ; had you yielded to the entreaties 
t>f his lordship, who is really to be pitied 
Tor wanting 4hat whieh has 8aved you 
ff om years of regret, 1 am. too well eon- 
\inced, that, noewithstanding the earl's 
regard for you, hc would nevef have 
been Jcd to peceivc you as his nieee." 

'' It is not the toss of lord Edwin's 
hand that I 'lnment thus bitterly, it is the 
loss of his honoiir. Oh, my worthy 
friend> I had deeked his mind, his soul ! 
with all Ihe virtues that ean ennoble hu- 
man nature 1 in my imagination; he was 
cvcry thing that eould iiierease his re- 
sembkinee fo my beloved Theodore : 
but oh, how unlike that dear brother 
how unlike the marquis or lady Caroline . 
Never, also, ean I \>c too grateful for tfct 

L 2 mani * 



•siaiilyand genorous indirgnationiexpim&' 
• ed by her tovef! ]>ear Garol we> T vi»ii 
not wound Ihy Boble' friendship byia-^di^ 
Gloswreof my*i.njuriesrv' j * 

'* :Bc persuaded/' aaid ;Mcs. Masoa^ 
''^ by an old wamiard.whi!! Ioves4yoxi dearr 
rly ; lie.down,<I wiH sit by you." 

" Nat4his onee, my kind Triettd, mnst 
J take your advice : I^am mtieh better, 
and wish to join the eompany, if oidy 
for ;an hour ; my total absenee I know 
•will iuerease the terror of lady Caroline, 
and giv€ urieasiness to all who love:me;V. 
-she sighed deeply.^t tb^ last words, - • - 
:Notwithstanding'the weakness pT hev 
body, she began torepair jhe disprdj^i>'qf 
her dress and hair, assisted by Mrs^. J^a* 
sou, who said— *' It is. so long &ii>ce-I. 
.have beeii tbus employetl, that 4ny>^|i*. 
g^rSfTefu8e>their wonted oAReei ..Will^you. 
not put some Aowers on your head?" - 
o '^,^.9t unless you -ean bring ^me a 
Vr6i^l> qf ppppies/' r^plied Ellen:; ^' jhc.y 
Si\it besl; with a, bteaking» heartt : yet i 

surely 



•'!;.;: 



* 



sardy had a sprlg of orange blossom itt 
nty hair when I fell almost senseless ort 
the eoueh in the antiroom : I must have. ^ 
dropped it there iti ' my agonies rdear 
Mason, shoiird any oF the *famiiy find it, 
my involftntai:y listening will be diseo- 
vered/' 

" IwWi go* in*- seareh of it/'Said her 
worthy confklant, who, nevertheless, re-. 
tiirned un9nccessfnl. 

'^ Then I- Tear I am betrayed;" eried 
EHen, " for well '■ do I. remember now 
ihat the Aower fell from my head, biit 
thht Ihad notpower to reem'er it; per-^ 
haps the marquis, or, what is worse, lorA 
Edwit* ot hispreeeptor may have found 
it; aml my knowledge of their conversa- 
tion will, by this unfomnnate* cire<im* 
stanee, be discovfercd. I wilLtry to look' 
^s' well as I ean — to eoneeal^ amidst- 
Toreed smiles and gaiety^ the-pangs of 
bKghted love. Help me, dear Mason^ to 
throw off this robe — give me tbat one of 
white satin; it will be a eontrast tomy 

L 3 burning 
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bnrning eheeks. Now let me plaee on 
iny head the wreath of pe^rls given me 
by my faithful Dora — anil in my bo&on^ 
fix thi5 buneh of artificial heart's-ease. 
Qh, when will this agitated breast know^ 
any other?^ — How do I look, Mason ? do 
my tell-tale features betray the seeret 
anguish whieh pervades my $ouI ? I 
woij]4 be a]| life, all spirits; I would 
drown in excess of exhiIaration the re- 

eoHeetion of lord Edwin's frailty !*' 

she put her han.d to her burning fare- 

-Mrs.Mason sighed-r^' You will $uffer 
fdr this over-e:?ertiDji;, itiy ehileti \ fear ; 
but if you will go, be qujc^<|o'{^4irH; 
I eannot rest until 1 haye seei^n y0u safe 
in bed; go, and I will.m^ke ready some- 
thing.proper for you to take." . 
^ Lady Garoline now entened to.irt^uire 
after£Uen*s health^ and was surprised to 
see her thus elegantly att!red> when she* 
had dreaded to find her undressed for the 



night. 



'' My 
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*' My Ellen/* said she, affectionately, 
""yoii are far from well, in spite of alP 
your^ood-natured iiitentions to eoneeal 
it from me ; you^ have dressed yourself' 
i?fiost beeoraii^Iy, but the Sush on your 
oheek* sp unlike its naturaKbloom^.eon- 
'ftrms my fearsi You shall just shew 
yourself, to dissipate the ehagrin whic!v 
has been fe]t at your absenee; and then^ 
to oblige me, retire, and try.to get rid of 
this ugly fever.** 

To4his Ellen, who was in reality seri— 
ously indisposed, readily assented, aiyl 
witb:trembling limbs and forced spiiits, 
whieh vainly hoped to hide what passed^ 
within, she ^oHowed-'tady.earoline to the 
saloon of the Gastle» 



€HAP. 
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The entranee of Ellen Woodyill^ .>V'a^ 
greeted with the kindest inqu^ries affer 
her health. The marquis and Ad<>lphus; 
Beaumont both met her, and eotidoelei^ 
her to a seat ; while lord £dwin> abashed 
at the eowardly part he had been edn^^ 
strained to aet^ eontinued talking to 
the youngest Miss Lisburne^ not dar- 
ing to turn his eyes towards the wo* 
man whom^ in his heart, he preferred 
to ali the world, but whom he had 
liot eourage openly to aeknowledge ^ 
. sueh, 

The state of Ellen's reelings made her 
receive their aittentions/^^ith aa sarir 

• • • 

ma'ting gratitude^ whieh onee mor^ 
alar^med the jealous temper of the mar- 
dhionessi» and surprised even Courten<ey, 
who sat next her. 

" Surely," said the former, " Miss 

Woodyille 
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Woodnlle might bave'been Meused from 
taking suoh pftins tn adoining her pee- 
son; wben the^eeptroldur on her eheek 
denotes her indisposiiion ; what eould 
ii%duce*her-to inerease it by eomlng down. 
Ihi^ eveDiiig ?'/ 

" It isriot difFjcalt to answerthat 
qiiestioni I fear, madam/' replied Leo* 
pold; " whai but her unwillingness to 
lose the- pleasure of aeeottipanying the 
marquis inthe intended eonoert of to- 
iidght ? she'is more beaulift]I eren than 
imial ; . neither -the/ marquis nor Mr. 
Beaumont cd» quittner for a moment.*' 

Th«^poison.9fiiisf words: ran through 
the vein&of ^tbe eredulous marehtoness, 
XYho turnedvpale as again she yielded to 
ber former-suspicions- Gdurteney pur- 
)>QBely rose to atte^nd to Jard Mortimer, : 
who had beekoned him r :he well knew 
tbe effe«t iof wbat he had; just utter^, 
dod he. was desirous tbal it shoiiid sink ; 
deep^into iheniind oi.the tnajrchifirtess.. . • 

X. 5 ^ Lord 
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Lord^ Moitirtier; 
lisbiirto andi gH^mhAMQ9i,mth4ltiwg 
at tiv^' fimher etid of iheTCMmi> h^d'lieen 
speakin^e; fa them in the bifheft(fterMs of 
BUen's varioiis aeeompliahmonts ; aaMng 
the rest, he dwelt mostly on thturtGam-. 
mon riehness and sweetness of her vok>er~ 
'^ Go, Gourteney/' said he, *♦ and teH 
Miss Woodville, that ]f she is not fearful 
a? exerting herse)f too mueh^ she will 
greatly oblige me by singing one of the 
Seot/rh airs she }earnt when at home ; if 
sbe has no objection, let it be thal be» 
ginning with ' Cou'd I hope.'* 

' The it)arquis was ju&t expres8ing his 
fears tbat she was too mneh indispiosed. 
to join in the eYening'^^amusementy ai|d 
re^retting the loss he should sustoiin^^bBA 
hJs tutor advanced:, and da]ivered the vtt«' 
qiiest of the ear). 

To piay and sing under her pre^nt 
iliness, and> above all^ the air seleeted by 
loed Mortimer, was more thaanEHen 

deemed 
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&iUmtA%(tf ibrtttude eoaM sustain ; sbe 
nByeitheieeK resoked to attempt Jiv and 
BR^attmoot readily flew to fetch th'e luirp^. 

^'•^My dear Triend/ ssullaely CaroIine> 
'^yaitr M^iiltttgDeaa* to gi^e pleasore will, 
ram afrtitd'^ be atteitded witb great inepn-' 
renieiree to yo»nriir; let me excuaf you» 
ta^ my unele/' 

" No, I thank you/* replied £t1eD» 
f6rcing a leokt>£ g.ately very Toreign ta 
her heart; '' if I eao possibly arng» I 
musr not disappoint <(he earl;" thren atrik* 
iitg the chordaof the^harp^.she played a. 
beauti(\il preludd>.preparotory to tbe- 
aeng ( and pauaing. far a. monfienr> to eol- 
teet^nU her iirmnesi^ ^hbi^n^ the follow<» 
kif^ilitie»aa/ja voice aivee^ thrilliogj and 
Iwa/looitenderiy. exprf aiive. of rlier ^ oim 
Maocaona.*-t*r*; ^'4 



" Goi^'d I hope you'd oy be true,^ . 

My. pleasuroi lyad be pi\8t expro88in*;^ 
Cou«a I hope ^you d ay be true, 

1 « seek true Heaven nae itiier blessin «^ 
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But,oh! 'ti»cruelwi»tmajouth ^,5 f .^ ^ ,, ^^ 
Has made our heart for mas^ej chu5e hiiB^. ,„ 
'Tis'leruel then to break his troth, 

And leave a viper in the bosom.*' 

, ■ . • *' ' 

. Lord Edwin> at. the isound Qf Eileii's 
'mehing voice> qaitted the »rde /of ' AAityU 
da Li^burne^ and joined the groirp' -wlio 
had gathered round the loveIf per£ormen 
The words of the air seetned- td i^roaeh 
him for his reeent want of eatidowr; 
«the; ealled the: blush into 'his^ eheeks ; 
humbted and self-accused^ he rast his 
eyespn;the ground^ as he eneoinitered 
those of tht songstr^ss!, humid wtih'lears» 
A var]ety of p^mful ideasr filitd . die 
heart of Elten^ who had* exerfed ii«rs8kf 
io the utmost^ lV>obey the w«sii of IwS 
Mortimer ibut tht'Sight .6f l^ii^ k^pkiw^ 
who stood near her« and whose hmi^ot^ 
features evinced his eonseiousness of the 
applieability of the lines/ bereft her of 
aii her assumed fortitude ; oyerpowered^ 
ber head sunk^9n,thft harjg, and »he 
would bave falleD to the ground, bat for 

the 
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t]i« 'watchful eare of lady earoline^ who, 

mueh alarmed^ pecei.ved the TornL of her 

f;%inting frieiid in: her arms. ..^ , « 

. 'iMl the Gompany wei*^ now in.terested: 

SeHr'SAIen^ aadihe dowager itiardhioness, 

fiO)i»fbofnr;^be bad^ partre'Ularly endear^ 

htmeUy 'a$si*tcdt'W cb»Yey hep. to. her, 

(^lmi^r; 'whHe lord Mortimet imiBedi* 

adek^ 9otth'Qff ofie:^Qf'it|ie servaTitfi' for 

]bi^i09l)'a)d« and' th^e .pleaaiure of. the 

eipeni^.Wt^ eompletely broken up by thi% 

nnlueky accide&t. « : 

^eriEikiii wte put to bed, -by Mrs. Mason 

anA^Nimnb in a Uigb fever, lo the i|i0X*» 

.pire9SiUe gri(ef of lady .,Ca'rotitie« who ob-» 

iatmalriy. refuaed tp Ieave. her bedside^ 

imKr ip^tod on remaioingi a^nd wouM 

aiitbrmo oae to admitiistiair any tking tbt 

-kttt fim»u«ite !e«c;ept bei!self; - Tbis ge^ 

i|er0mif!£wifttd>drer{ved the. mobt - b^am^isrt 

aatis&otion fb<)«B»fibe op]moii!t3if ibeid^; 

tor^^'iMlo proiiauM<ed that tke..J^veriwiasf 

not a dangerous one^ and tha.t proper 

nemedies Woi^U 9Qi^ abaie iteiYioleno^^ 

v;Jfi^ -: Lord 
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lerrd Edwin/stpongty ailbet^ i^^ 
indfepo6if]6n/n6ver 'ond^ thoUghti ^F ^' 
ing to bed all nighr. H« stol«ilVe«;i}M€-^ 
\y to the door ot her njatrtmMr} * lio4ti<» 
qoire ot hh mter iP Mitt WeoAi^ttte^^ 
slept ; aT) perMnkl *C0nsitfera«k>n «ecM#[fer 
Tost in his anx{ety Tor lier'reeoTtry ; anA 
Ko sineerely did he regret his ha^ing* eit<^ 
posed himstir befdre bis brdiher a^^. 
young Beaumont; that he <^ild'ii<M:uvoMH 
exprts6ing his sorrbw to Co«irtflfnf7' thati 
he had foIlowed his advide. •<' Y^ ' i- 

The eondiiet or yord* Edwin t#th«sf 
dimi^g'pari^ur vras owing to aifemMelia«i^- 
tton wbieh Itad taken plaoe beiwtlih lri«|i 
and hls tutor, on hia^ retnnl froiflir.|iiak^ 
wood. Hk own ve«aiion and «disappoim» 
ment at the Arao rerusol oP £Ueii to liieL 
proposbl or* a pTiva(e marrragei md bM 
t40o viai(!>Iy''depicted ^ hb^ebsiM^naiirwtit 
aiidl^he conin«ig of LeopokTi sobti>id4^«. 
A-oMi hispupil the dontossiow of<hiolMig|i^ 
ed hopes. • - . . . ♦ , • 

mighlibe « espeeiMy iCooi^Miie]F^ 

bighly 
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Ki||fbiy eeiMired tbe honourable altaeh* 
ment of' lord Edwin. '' Rash young 
man/'€aid he, '' liave I not promiaed- to 
niake her youm upon more advantageous 
temi8f what eould induee you thus to 
teaipt ehe etetnal resentment of your 
uHele f havel not already risked my own 
iDtei'est and my hitherto unspoKed name 
f o gratify your fAolish passion ? and had 
it not been for the whim, the momentary 
fit of prudenee^ whieb Ellen displayed^ all* 
mycarewouldhavdbeeli thrown away^and 
y^U' would have been irrecoverabIy lost ! . 
Ttustme» my lord, Iknow the nature. of 
tbe'se]^ beiter than youdo> and would not * 
adviseyou to hazard another3Uchanoflfer; 
bas AOtshe already aeknowledged that she 
)ove8 you, and is she not therefore more 
tban balf won to your purpose? h de^ 
pends nowentirely on y ourset^ topreser^e • 
tbe favour of your unete, and yet possess 
theperson of EllenWoodviHe; followon-' 
ly my ad^iee, and ril engage she shatl be 
yourS'in less thao a montb/' 

Notwithstanding 
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NotwUIi<Handing thrs eounseU Xeopold* 
did not think prop.sr. to entpust his po- 
pil VfUh the wbote^orhis didb6lical plan^- 
iiDtil he had got.hioi too far engaged tor 
relraet.^ 

. '' Begin/' coAtin»ed the^ hypoeritei* 
" to relax Jn ^our attentions to EUen^' 
aeid reneid^-then^ to Miss Beaumont ; thei 
afrectioi>. of the iirs^ wi]}' be alarmed hy* 
this ehange in yoiir bebaitiour» wihiehi 
will eorreet her pride^ ehillher aspiringt 
hopes^ and mould her « more easily lot 
your wishes ; while'.the lalter will joyfuI-> 
ly hail youe retMrning .kindaoss^ and^acv 
eept you onee moreas hee deslined hus-^i^ 
band/' 

It was this eriminal eounseL j6ined ta^ 
the mortifica(ion or Ellen's determiisedt 
mann^r ot rej,ectii)g hlm> that eaused* 
lord Edwin to deny his inteations respeet^i 
ing her, and to draw iipon himself the« 
eontempt and anger or ^A^doIphus Beau* 
mont. Her ealm and healtbrul tounte*- 
nanee at dinner^ whieh gave no presagi^ 

Qf 
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e| i^i$p6i^UiQn> and the'suddenness of 
hef itiness» so short a titne after she had 
retired^ exeited in the bosom of his lord- 
sbipemo.tio.ns of alarm and terror, lest 
she should by any means have beeome 
3c,quidnted whb bis dishonourable eon^ 
duet» , 

\,The ex,qulsite pathos with whieh she 
had sung tlie UtUe Seoteh air> and the 
elTeet it had visibly had on herself, gave 
rise to the same idea in more minds than 
his lordship's. Young Beaumont^ the 
generous ad.vopate of Ellen Woodville, 
had similar fears with Tord Edwin ; while 
the marquis, froin one little eireum- 
stane^^ feh convinced of the real souree 
ofirer iHnesSw 

^ Tbe antiehamber tn whieh Ellen had' 
s^. painfuHy discovered the duplieity of 
her lover led to several apartments, 
amohg the rest, to that of the musie- 
room; and the .marquis, after he had 
joined the ladies, repaired thither to fetch 
a miisie-book for bis wife. . The sprig of 
.> - orange 



orsinge blossom^ \f liieh Ellen bad drop^ 
ped^ and whieh be had obsciwi»d ifi« her 
head at dinner,.was lying on thegroi;ind^. 
at the f6ot of .the eoueh on whieb sbe 
had rested. This, and her subsequent in- 
disposition,.were bbth alarm]ng,proofs Qf- 
ber having overheard a part of their eon-. 
versation, as well as'of tbe deep iinpres- 
sion his brother had msKle on her heart — 
a dis€overy that gave serious uneasiness^ 
to the niarquis, who had, until very late- 
ly, always believed her aATeetions to be 
pre-engaged^ from .the report of his ivt- 
tor. 

Ineapable of violating the rbles of ba- 
nour himsel^^ he felt keenly the disstsiu-* 
lation used by lord Edwin, anderesolved; 
to take-the Si-st oppontutiity of speakingi 
to Ellen> and of being eonvin€ed o£. ^be 
real state of her sentiments^ If he £buDd« 
her itnmiitably. attaehed to his brother^, 
be determtned to use all 'bis. iaiAuenee 
and interest in her behalf witb his unele; 
sinee, in bis opinion^ the nature of loxd.. 

£dwin'$ 



Edwin'sattentions had been sueh as to 
amhoriae her to iook Torward to beeom- 
h^g, one day or other^ his wire, 

EUen^ ineantrme^ paesed a tolerable 
nighf, under the watehrul eare of lady 
CaroIine arvd Mrs. Mason ; and Tound 
herseir able to «rt up by the dinner hour 
next day^ yet giadly availed herself of 
her eontinued weakness^ and the adyiee 
of ber doetor^ and proposed to remain, 
for that day and the ncxt^ in her owj> 
room.. 

The exce]}er>cy of her understanding» 
nnd the religious prinpiples she had im' 
bibed from her amiable mother^ taught 
her to resign herself without murmur- 
ing to the will of Ue^yen, Yet Ellen 
fc]t that^she eould h^we more easily 
yielded to lord Edwln'a marriage with 
another, than to the discovery of hi$ 
wanting those virtue8 of whieh she had 
believed him possessed. 

To iind that he was eapable of fooling 
with her aAeetions, of triding with the , 

peaee 
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peaee of her Tuture life, of dcceiving her 
into a belief that she a/one was abla-'to- 
make him hlappy, and af a^ime^en lie^' 
evidently rareant to fulfil the widies of 
lord Morttmer, was sueh a refinement 
upon crifelfy,vsuch a speeimen oP hypo- 
emy, thal it required aU^h« hereditary 
pride of her nature to withstand the 
shtoek, by remembering that she was the 
object upon whom hehad thought wor- 
tlty to try his powerS'of deeeptiom 

Dearly as she loved lady Garoline, and' 
grateful as she felt- for her uniform ten- 
derness, partreularly under her present' 
iUness, yet she resoWed, ip possible, to 
eoneeal from her the intidelity of her 
brother/from motives of^kindness, judg- 
ing from her own^ sufferings the pain ic 
wouW give- ber ladyship to be informed:: 
of his basenesl 

When Ellen- heard ofthe anxiety lord 
Edwin had manifested, and his eonstant 
inquiries after her, during the Arst night 
of-her illness, she eould not help te8tify*> 

ing 
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"^PS h€f surprise 4bat he should still eon* 
^nue ro dissetnble. — '^ To-morrow," said 
• :riiie/ 'Mny dear Mason, I must see this 

C]*uel man^ "When 1 join the rest of the 

fa9uly : ^how shall I assume suiiieient 
-firiaitess io eoneeal my knowledge of 

-lybat ba6.pafi8ed— -^to repel afl advances 
^hat he may have the assuranee to make ? 

Ob^ Edwin, I wish not to expose thee ! 

©ven frOm my own'family would I hide 

4he fatal '^onse^uenees *of Gaurteney'^ 

tiatelage. 

^ When thoa reeordeSt my many edtirtesies, 
^And shall eompdre them with thy treaeberoos heart, 
liiy them together, welgh them e^uaUy, 
rTwill be revenge enoogh." 

/' Alasi" replied Mrs. Mason, " I ean- 
not help pitying my young lord, sinee I 
am eoniident his fault proeeeds from the 
d^ngerous prineiples he has imbibed from 
that bad man ; no ehild ever gave a 
fairer promise of erery virtue tban lord 

Edwin." 

Ellea 



Bllen sYghed deeply ; it was die sigii 
of agany. — " You prdmised me/' aaid 
she, " to refete the melaneholy ineid^itt 
whieh oeearred to the mo4hcr af4he kte 
eountess, in her first altdehment*;' tell fe 
me n6vr, deat Maso^i, if you please ; it 
will ehat m away the b!tterness^-of my own 
reAeetions, during the absenee of lady 
Garoline." 

'* Tlien it must he by excitiDg your 
sympathy for tlie woes of an aniiable 
woman," replied Mrs. Mason, ** who, 
like her loYely daughter, had sense 
enough to prefer merit in obseurity, in 
preference to an inerease of rank and 
fortune. The mother of my lamented 
mistress was the only surviving ehild of 
the marquis of Rosslin, and eountess of 
Brandon in her own right ; her person, 
like that of the lady Althea, was lovely 
' and graceful, and her disposilion equally 
gentle and aiTeetiondtb. • I had the bo* 
nour to be foster-sister ^ to the youing 
eountess, whose playfelIow I beeame, as 

jo£t€n 

m' 
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ME>ften Sk the fm^y returned tD their 

'^eountry se^t^ where my parents resided, 

the one as^ btttl«fi*j and the other as house- 

]ceet»<^r tO the il)arquis> wiih whom they 

iiad live4 mmy ^ears. 

'* tt was my partieurlar good Tortune 

to*atrractthe'notice df his lordship^ as I 

^as one day-t:hac1ng the eountess oTer 

the lawn, and he immediately ealied 'to 

'tne, and asked me^veral qt]estions eon* 

^eerning Hhe prog-ress of my edueation» 

trhieh was no other than what my mo- 

'^lher s leisure moments eould aATord me. 

Ah! well do I remember the sweet smile 

oP bis daughter^ when next I saw her. 

* Aliee/ said she, ^ you have pleased the 

fnanqttis sb mueh by the sound sense you 

displayed the other morning^ that he has 

'given me ]eave to have you aiways about 

my person, and to teaeh you what I like. 

You know how I Iove you^ Aliee; but 

you know not how happy my dear fa- 

ther has «lade me by this kind permis^ 



sion.' 
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" Ftt«n that day Ibee^me tbe eoostaM 
eompanion of 4he oo^ntdss^ d^iring those 
hour$ when '9he wa$ in.ot .wi(jl> ibe mwtpth 
and raarchion.e«s ; she.^o^k? deligbt it 
forming my mind a^d: m^nmm aeeordr 
ing to her owii ta$f€; and I look baek 
iipon those years of my ehildhood wilh 
zne}aac|^p]y ploasure, as they were some 
of the happiest: o[ my life. The eoun- 
tess, who was but too suse^ptiMe of real 
merit, wheneyer it was to be mf?t with, 
«i)ad early disco^e/ed it.in the youngest 
son Qf rbe dergyman of pur village; and 
sQon impart^ to im^ :nk6 was the eon- 
Adslnt Qf all her thoughts, her regard for 
Hipr^tio §luart, ; He was indeed an ob-? 
j^ct ca}culated to insplre a^eiion^ pos* 
sessing ev€ry rf^cQnim«iidation of per- 
wn and mind to excite loy^ and esteem, 
. *'. The marqui§ was raone pairtial: to this 
yopng mam than to.the re6t.or.his faini- 
ly ; he gave him a pair of eplours in an 
old Seoteh regime.nt, whiob.was ihi^nsta' 
tioned in Seotland, as soon as he dis- 

covered 
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€ovtred his inelination for the army ; 
and made him ft handsome peeuniary 
present at the same time, to enable him 
to joih it;»nd to prevent him from feel- 
ing embarra$sed on his first entranee in- 
to life. Never shall I forget the sorrow 
of the eountess on hearing the news of 
his intended d^parture*— it was then her 
inisfortunes began, 

'' On the morning 'that he talled to 
take Ieave, the eountess^ unable to eon- 
eeal her ^gitation, hastily quitfed the 
drawing-room ; and ealling for me, took 
my arm> and iiastened into the park^ 
where, throwing hersdf on the turf, 
undera large tree, she gave vent to her 
sobs and tears. 

' Oh, Aiiee r ssrid she, * I fear Horatio 
yf\]\ think my leaving him so abruptly 
progeeds from indifrei*enc« to his wel- 
fare, I wished to present him with some 
triAing remembranee, but my eourage 
failed me, and I dreaded lest my tears 
would betray thestate oC my heart/ 

voL. IV, M *' I trie^l 
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" I tried to aATord her all the eomsota^ 
tion in my power, bnt her grief oBly rn- 
ereased. 

' I shali never see him again/ said the 
eountess; ' I feel, Aliee/that I have part-* 
ed with Horatio for the last time. Oh, 
what would I not give for one of his 
Irght ringlet8— it would be far moredear 
to me than all tbe jewels of the East ! 
Alas! he is leaving us, perhaps for ever, 
sinee I heard my father say that his regi- 
ment, in all probability, would be order- 
ed on foreign service ; and Horatio may 
therefore never know how dearly, how 
t^nderly I love him !' 

** A rustling among the trees made ns 
statt^^theeountess and I leapt from our 
seats ; it was 'Mr. Stuart, whom we now 
saw hastily proceeding,ixorae, by a path 
elose to where we had been sittrng. . At 
the sound of the eountess's voice - he 
stopped, turned round, and diseoyered a 
eountenanee struggling with a variety ol 
emotions. 

' - " " Mr. 
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* Mr. Stuart/ said the eountess, ' I 
\v4sh ' to apologize to you for my seem- 
^ng rudeness of this morning ; but I felt 
myself sudden^Iy iDdisposed, and i^as 
«ompelled towalk out into the'Openair. 
You 4eave us to^orrow, perhaps for 
inany>months — nay, years ; yet ^do- not 
suATer new £rientds, new <:onnexiens, to 
oUiterate from your memory those whora 
-you have made in your native yillage/ 

' Never, never !' replied the young 
«oldier,vwith energy ; ' they will live in 
my heart ; and the renieiAbranee df the 
'kindness I bave met with from your lady- 
-ship's family ean .only be eAaeed by my 
-death.' .* 

'* The eoniitess drew frorti her iingey 
a valuab}e diamond ring, and requested 
him to wear it^^or her sak^ ; I saw his 
-eoloiir -rise af he aeeepted the present; 
^ne! a tear whieh fell on the hand of the 
c<)unt€|ss, as he raised jt to fais lips, be* 
^faye4 to nie his koowledge Qf her value. 
He was out of sight in a moment ; and 

M 2 I, whose 



'I, whose heart was at that mdra'ent fuH 
orsympathy/eould not refrain from tell- 
ing my dear mistress that I was sure sh^ 
^as beloved by Mr. Stuart. 

^ The satne evening a* letter was 
brought m*c? by one af the'Yillagemaids; 
it eame from the grateful lover of the 
eountess, who Teqtiested me to give an 
enelosure to my lady. Ah, my dear Miss 
Ellen^ until (hm I was ignorant of the 
mighty power of love upon the buman 
frame. The moment the tountess read 
the letter whteh I gave her, her teafs 
were those of rapture, and her dejected 
looks were ehanged for those of bli8sful 
hope ; in short, her whole form was ani- 
mated by its cantent«:'*lt enelosed a 
'loek 6f his hair, whieh he said he had the 
presumption to hope j|fie*wou1d retain 
for his sake ; and he dedltred, that \tbe 
tumult of his Teelings had made him hur- 
rV from her in the mornino:,; lest he 
should be surprised into the avowaI of 
s'entiraents whieh he had persevering- 

lv 
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ly endeavoured to repress. Whateyer 
niight be his fate, he should never forget 
the gratitude and respectful afFection 
ihat was due to her ladyship and her 
noble/aoiily; nor would he ever eease 
to exert himself to the utmost^ to prove^ 
himseirnot wholly unworthy their gpod-^ 
Bess- 

" The eountess pressed^epealedly tbe 
letter and the hair to her lips ; the latter 
she put into a loeket, s^nd plaeed it in 
her bosom/ whieh she wore day and 
iiightever after^ until she beeame tht 
wife of Iprd Mortimer; eherishing the 
fond hope of being seeretly beIoved by 
Horatioy and trusting to hfe return, whieh 
nshe y^inly iinagi{^ed'WouId bring with it 
the aeeoHiplislMnent oC her hi^art's dearr- 
est wishes. ' j^^ 

_ ^^i8ome m^Kpilhs after the deparhire of' 
Mr. Stuart, the marquis with his family 
went to town> where the eountess was 
presented at eourt, and where she was 
,first ^een by a nobleman of great fortune 

M 3' and 
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and'great power, who tot)k an early op* 
portBnity of solieiting the pertnissron of 
the marquis to pay his addresses to my 
laxfy; The mateh would have'been high^ 
ly advantageous, had the st^te of her 
hearr permitted her toaeeept iti' but as 
it was^ she begged so earnestly to be al- 
lowed to remain single, until she was 
more acquain^d with the world^ tbat my 
lord, who was dotingly fond oP her, 
eonsented taher reqaesr, the eountess 
not baing then quiteseveriteen. 

'^ Oh> how often has the lady Althea 
Teminded me of her moth^r^ when she 
used to talk of Mr* Deforatne> and of 
what she wouM go through^ if neeessary, 
for his sake f Both were fated to faH 
victinis to their tendern6ss for men of 
talent. A 

'^ Many a tear have I shlSi^ as I Htiieped 
to the love and the dfesj>air of th^ -^r- 
^^uis'sdaughter, during her convcrsations 
with me'on the probability of herMover*s 
return. Her fears lest he sbould fall a 

sacrifice 
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saeriiiee to the elimate, or the fatc of the 
war in whieh he was destined to be en- 
gaged, kept her in a eontinual state of 
alarra. At length the intelligenee ar- 
rived of a battle having taken plaee. 
The eondiot was sanguinary, and'the4oss 
eonsiderable ; amongthfenames of the offi- 
cers'wJio had fallen*.. was that of Horatio 
Stuart. It was then that the eountess 
betrayed, for the first time> to her pa- 
rentsherseei'et attaehment, and.received 
from them every tenderness her melair- 
eholy situation ren^uired; but it was to 
me alone that she ventured eompletely 
td unbosom herself; and to^ express her 
deep and irremediable dislress». 

'^When next she'appeared in publie^ 
whieh circunvstances eonstrained her to 
do mueh sooi^r than she would other- 
wise have wished, lord Mortimer saw and 
beeame enamoured of her person. He 
also had met with.a disappointment in his 
first atlaehment^ and tbey beeame interest- 
ing to eaeh other^ from the narration o£ 

M 4 their 
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their tiiutual loss ; for now that Horalui 
was dead, my lady hesitated not to a\*ow 
thepartiality she hadeYerentertainedfor 
his warth. In obedienee to the wishesof 
the niarquis^ who Teit anxious to see his^ 
daughter established in life, the eountess 
made ehoiee of lord Mortimer, in prcfe- 
renee to anv other admirers; and never^ 
I believe, did she experience any reason 
to regret the seleetion «he Kad raade. 

^' A short time after the union of my 
lady, I married, with her eonsent, theson 
of lord Mortimer's ^teward ; and upon 
thebirthof thelady Altheai wbieh happen- 
edshortly after that of my owo baby, Ihad 
the honour to beeome her nurse, the deli- 
eate state of the eountess's health not al- 
lowing' ber Xo e»joy that felicity. I ha^ 
the misfortune to lose my ehild, and ^^ 
experience a still heavier affliction, in 
the death of my husband. Onee vsxoxt I 
returned to the Gastle, having no tie 
whieh eould make Iife pleasant to m^) 

except within its walls." ^ 

«« Tbree 
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**Three years and upwards after the 

tnarriage of the eountess, our tran^uillity 

was interrupted by a serious aeeident* 

We had arrived at the Gastle for the sum- 

mer season rather earlier than usual^ aa 

the eountess expected to be eonShed 

with her seeond ehild in July,and wished 

to be attended by thesame personasbe- 

fore. It was one fine evening, in the 

beginning of Jane, that the eountess 

and I rambled in to the wood, where you 

and lady Garoline paid your visit to the 

gipseys. The earl was gone out 'to din- 

«er, and the eountess, whose srtuation. 

would not permit of her walking far, had • 

taken a book to amuse herself> as she 

rested on a seat whieh had been plaeed 

on purpose for her aeeommodation. I 

and my dear eharge had proeeeded up ^ 

•winding path, at a little distanee from 

where the eountess was sittiiig, the bend. 

of the patK hiding us from her view^ 

when I was surpriised hy the SMdden ap-^ 

pS^ranee of a gentleman, who, pal-e and 

' M 5 emaciate«^- 
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emaeiated, seemed in the last «tage ^ a 
'Jecline. He eagerly in^uired yf tbat 
\vas a ehild of the eountess of Brandon? 
and on my replying in the affirmative, 
embraeed it with sueh excessiveiigitafH>n» 
that I beeame alarmed^ and would have 
taken the lady Althea from his arms> but 
he prevented me. / Do not/ said he> 
'deny me the last pleasure I ean now en- 
joy. Oh, Aliee ! have I lost all traees of 
my former self, that you eannot . reeog* 
hize Horatio Stuart ?" . ' 

"Good Heavens!" exclaimed EJIen, 
^^ and was he nol dead ? Oh, my dear 
Mason, I dread to bear the'eonelusion of 
your narrative." *-• 

*' You may suppose, my ehild^' replied 
Mrs. Mason, '' what were now my feel' 
ings. I eould searee stand, and fopsome 
minutes found it imposible to give utter- 
anee to my words. When I eoiild, I ex.- 
pressed my fears lest the eountess should 
see him, partieularly in her present situ- 
ation, and brieAy reeounted what bad 

passed 
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sinee his departure^ and the report 
lis death, whieh had been generally 
beHev«d. 

' Ab, Aliee !' said he, ' better far tvouId 
it haire been for me had I died when my 
wounds gave rise to that report^ thaa 
thus to have survived the fond hope of 
proving to your angel mistress the im- 
mutability of my adoration. Overpower- 
ed by numbers, and dangerously wound- 
ed, I fell on the field of battle, and was 
saved by some of the enemy's cavalry, 
who conveyed me to their quarters^ and 
who attended to my wants with great 
hunyipity. Slowly I recovered, and pass- 
ed ovecinto other hands less friendly^ 
who kept me elose prisoner for three 
•'years. I had the good fortune to be ex- 
ehanged at last, and to reaeh my native 
couiitry> Where, on, onee more joining 
ipy dear father and mother^ I learnt that 
the eountess had beeome a wife and mo« 
^her : my eonstitution, impaired by my 
wounds and ^ my imprisonment^ couI4 

searee 
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searee sustain the shoek of this intelli- 
genee, although I had never sufFered my- 
self to entertain the presumptuous hope 
of possessing one so mSnitely my supe- 
ribr. Months passed away before I eoulet 
venture to travel; and I anl now, Aliee^ 
only eome to take one look of her angel 
face — then die f Do nat fear my pru- 
denee; her peaee is dearer to nae than 
my own/ ' 

'* Agairr he pressed to hi^ bosom my 
little darling. Iheard the eountess eall on 
my name; and at the sound of her voice he 
trembled so violentJy, that l was appre- 
hensive lest he should faint, and ddiyu- 
red him to aet with eaution, for the sake 
of her he loved. Promising taeall on 
him at Homely Farm, where he was ac- 
eommodated, I hastened to 4the eountess, 
who good naturedly ehid me for my stay^ . 
as the dew was nbw falling. The inno- 
eent pratt1q of lady Althea soon betray- 
ed that some one had earessed her ; and 
I was obliged to own that a geiitlemaii - 

had. 
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Bad* met us, but pleaded ignoratiee as to 
who he was. How gladly did I onee 
inore see her enter the Gastle, safe from 
the shoek she would have sustarned, had 
she encoun4ered th-e altered forra of poot 
Mr. Stuartl 

" Next day I contrived to go to the 
farm, where dame Homely soon ealled 
forth all my eompassion, by mentioning 
the deplorabre state of her new lodger^ 
who she feared was dying. Under pre- 
tenee of being acquainted with several 
things good for a eonsumption, I got a 
sight of the poor invalid. He had f6l- 
lowed ns at a distanee, atid gratified his 
earnest desire of onee more beholding 
the object of his unsbaken attachn>ent. 

* I feel that I shaH not Iive many 
hours,' said he, ^ and l conjure yoti, dear 
Aliee, to give tWs note to tbe eountess, 
whenever you see a fit opportunity. The 
last adieuK of a grateful heart, whieh will 
then be mouldering in the tomb, eannot 
infringe on tbe saered rights of her hus- 

band ; 
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band ; I have seen- her, and I die eon-» 
tented !' . 

" Poor fellow/' said Mrs, Mason^ wi- 
ptng.away her tears of friendly sympa- 
thy, '* he died that night/' 

Ellen was sensibly aATeeted by the idea 
of his untiiwely end. After a pause of 
some moments/ she said — '^ Did the 
eountess ever learn the fatal constancy'of 
ber first love ?" 

" Yes/' replied her worthy confidantt 
^ as soon as she had recovered from her 
confinement^ and got over the loss of her 
]nfant^ I fulfilled my proroiie to her de- 
eeased lovep, and gently broke to her the 
falsity of the report eoneerning hisdeatby 
our meeting^ and its fatal termination. 
Aithough she bore the melaneholy sur* 
prise^ at first^ better than I had e^peoted^ 
yet I am now persuaded that it hastened 
her own death, whieh took plaee three 
years after. A better wife, a more ten- 
der mother^ or indulgent mistressy never 
breathed ; and . it was a Iong> long; while 

indeed 



THE HrPOCRITE. 255 

Hideed'beforc lord Mortimer eould get 
6verthe s€verity of the loss he theii sus- 
tdined". 

" Nevferj evcn to me, did she mention 
the name of Horatio, after the day of my 
fulfining his last request; but/ just be- 
fore her death, when she had made me 
promise nevier to forsakc ber daughter, 
she confessed that the being unable 
whoHy to diseard from her remembtanee 
t^le man who had !ravelled so far to take 
one look of her before he died, and 
Whose letter betrayed the tenderness he 
had at<vays felt for her^, had pr^yed upon 
her spirits ; sinee, so slneerely did she 
love lord Mortimer, that she eould not 
bear to mix his idea with that of an- 
other; it rerrdered her eriminal in her 
own eyes, ^iA embittered every hour of 
her existence: She died as she had lived, 
a pattern af every female v.irfiie; and, 
had it pleased Heaven to have spared the 
life of her k>vely daughter, I am eertain 
that she wotild bav« resembled her mo- 

ther 
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ther in' every thing. But^ alas ! it ha^ 
been my severe misfortune to have put- 
livecl all those dear and revered objects 
of my love and ve«eration — to see the 
aneient and noble title of ^randon be- 
eome extinct, sinee it was the will of the 
Almighty that not ev€n the infant of Mr. 
Deloraine should survive to inherit its 
motber's rank and fortune/* 

" It is our duty to believe/* replied 
Elleni " that ' whatever i^, is right;* yet 
I confes8 there are some eireumstanees 
whieh our weak minds- eannot readily 
.give eredit. to, as being for the best: 
for instanee — wiiling as I airt to draw 
Gomfort fram every thing that oeeure in 
human lire, yet what eonsplation ean I 
derive from h^ving; diacov^red <iepravity 
where I imagined that o&ly the purest 
and the nobJest qualitie$ reskled ? or 
how ean I agree that .^-wbatever is, is 
Tight/ sinee it is neitber tight Bor just 
that lord Edwin's he^rt and mind should 
&ully the b€:autifulim^e,of< hi3jCb:eator> 

eur 
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cir that he should triAewith my f^lrngs, 
and sport with the <pcace of my f\iture 
years ?*' 

^' The sentenee you have just qu.oted 
is frorra Pope/I be}ieve,*' said Mrs. Ma- 
son ; ^' and does not the same author 
also affirm, that '^ to err is human, to for- 
givedivine?" ^ 

'' He does,*' replied Ellen : '' and I 
• think, my dear Mrs. Mason, that it is not 
difficuU to'perceive your meaning. Yes, 
I forgive lord Edwin ; may he be able 
to forgive himself ; but never ean t look. 
'on hiin wrth my Tormer admiration. 
There was a timfe «when the 'sodml of his 
voice, or the toueh of his hand, was eap- 
able of produeing the most exquisite 
rapture, when I listened to him wlth de- 
light, Tor he spoke and looked so Hke 
my Theodore. To-morrow— woukl that 
I eouid eseape • tx>-morrow 1" she added, 
with a sigh, " I must onee more take my 
^ plaee at the breakfast-table ; il used to 
be hy^the side bf lord Edwm~I hope he* 

- c will 

* 
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will not rise to meet.me, as he formerIjr 
did; the grealest favoui: he «eould now 
cdnfer, would be to avoid me as mueh as 
possihle. Thus you see, my dear Mason, 
that wh^t would onee .have made me 
raiserable^ wou4d now be the means of 
restoring me to my natural tranquillity. 
The negleet of lord Edwin, before the 
discovery of his dissimulation, might 
have broken my fQoiish heart ; ,but now 
it is all I desire — :it is my hope, my wish 
to be treated by him with indiATerenee." 
. " Ah, my dear ohild,** said-Mrs. Mason, 
'^ I well remember a Irne whioh the mo* 
ther pf lady Aithea «sed to repeat to me, 
and I ^hink it is applieable to y-oursd^ — 
' the shaft extracted does not eure the 

V 

1 

wound.* ' T-ime reeoneiles all things; it 
will blunt the keen remembranee of 
what yp^u now sufler ; and tbe penitenee 
o£lord Edwin will be. the £rst step to- 
wards bis recQ/vering your good opinion. 
I shall live, I trust, to' see you his wife, 
and-.mistress. Qf tbis Gaslle'; for Lbegin 

to 
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^o hope^ from the extreme tenderness 
lord Mortimer has shewn for you sinee 
your ilhiess^ that.you are beeome neees- 
sary to his happiness; ]f so^ his pride 
may give way to the deshre of having 
you always with him, and his eotisent 
may at length be obtained for your mar- 
ry-ing his nephew/' 

Ellen was going to reply } but the en- 

t^ranee of the dowager marehioness pre- 

Yented her from giving utteranee to the 

warm feelings whieh at that moment 

. rushed aeross ber heart. 
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